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PRELUDE                                                                   Slides 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS           Rev. Marie 
1. The Book Club—meeting Tuesday, March 22nd, at 10am—church conference room 

2. PW Project 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                    

Join me in the call to worship, sharing in the “Belonging to God” catechism, that teaches 

and reminds us who we are.  

Who are you?       I am a child of God. 

What does it mean to be a child of God?   That I belong to God, who loves me. 

In God we find who we are in who is Christ, and are strengthened by the Spirit for that life. 

We worship God together, and God will draw us together as the body of Christ. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE       “Open The Eyes Of My Heart Lord”                                         #452 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord. Open the eyes of my heart; 

I want to see you; I want to see you; (2x) 

To see you high and lifted up, shining in the light of your glory. 
Pour out your power and love as we sing  

“Holy, holy, holy.” (4x) 

I want to see you. 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION AND CONFESSION             
Friends, we can be like Peter, and turn our backs on Jesus.  We come together to admit 

these faults and ask God to forgive us and show us a new way to live, walking boldly and 

passionately toward Christ. Let us pray together, saying Faithful God, forgive us. 

 

Merciful Maker, you have made us in your image and called us your own. We confess that 

in our attempts to be worthy, we have actually lost our way. Though we know you are 

near, we cannot hear you over the voice of fear roaring in our minds, telling us lies about 
who we are. Faithful God, forgive us:  

for denying who you made us to be, in favor of projecting an image that makes it easier to 

get along in this world. Faithful God, forgive us: 

 

for pretending we do not know you, in order to be safe, be comfortable, or have our own 

way. Faithful God, forgive us:  

 

for meeting your “I am” with our own frightened “I am not.” Help us bridge the gap be-

tween our ability and your vision, that we may hear you clearly and obey your word. 



19 Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. 20 Jesus 

answered, “I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and in 

the temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. 21 Why do you 

ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I said.”  

 
22 When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, say-

ing, “Is that how you answer the high priest?” 23 Jesus answered, “If I have spoken wrong-

ly, testify to the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” 24 Then An-

nas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 
 
25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You are not 

also one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” 26 One of the slaves 

of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see 
you in the garden with him?”   

 
27 Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the rooster crowed. 

 

MUSIC MEDITATION 
I am a sinner If it's not one thing it's another Caught up in words tangled in lies 

But You are a Savior And You take brokenness aside And make it beautiful, beautiful 

                   Psalm 17:1-9 
1 Hear me, LORD, my plea is just; listen to my cry. Hear my prayer—it does not rise from 

deceitful lips. 
2 Let my vindication come from you; may your eyes see what is right. 
3 Though you probe my heart, though you examine me at night and test me, 

you will find that I have planned no evil; my mouth has not transgressed. 
4 Though people tried to bribe me, I have kept myself from the ways of the violent 

    through what your lips have commanded. 
5 My steps have held to your paths; my feet have not stumbled. 
6 I call on you, my God, for you will answer me; turn your ear to me and hear my prayer. 
7 Show me the wonders of your great love, you who save by your right hand 

    those who take refuge in you from their foes. 
8 Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me in the shadow of your wings 
9 from the wicked who are out to destroy me, from my mortal enemies who surround me. 

 

SERMON                                                                                                                       Rev. Marie 
 

HYMN OF FORGIVENESS   “O Come to the Altar (verse 1 & chorus) 
Are you hurting and broken within Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin 

Jesus is calling Have you come to the end of yourself Do you thirst for a drink  
from the well Jesus is calling. 

O come to the altar The Father's arms are open wide 

Forgiveness was bought with The precious blood of Jesus Christ. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Friends, hear the good news—as far as the east is from the west, as far as the depths of 
the sea to the highest heavenly stars, that is how far God loves us, and how far Christ re-

moves our sin from us.  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven—thanks be to God!  Amen.  

 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES  
 

READINGS        John 18:1b-5, 12-27 

Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there was a 

garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew 

the place, because Jesus often met there with his disciples. 3 So Judas brought a detach-

ment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they 

came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that was to 

happen to him, came forward and asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” 5 They an-

swered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was 
standing with them.  

 
12 So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. 13 

First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that 

year. 14 Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one 

person die for the people. 

 
15 Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the 

high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, 16 but Peter was 

standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, 

went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in.  
 
17 The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He 

said, “I am not.” 18 Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was 

cold, and they were standing around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing 
with them and warming himself. 



 

ANTHEM   “Brokenness Aside”                    Annabel Stavey 

Will Your grace run out if I let You down 'Cause all I know is how to run 

('Cause) I am a sinner If it's not one thing it's another 

Caught up in words tangled in lies But You are a Savior 

And You take brokenness aside And make it beautiful, beautiful 

Will You call me child when I tell You lies 'Cause all I know is how to cry 

('Cause) I am a sinner If it's not one thing it's another 

Caught up in words tangled in lies But You are a Savior 

And You take brokenness aside And make it beautiful, beautiful 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Let us pray for ourselves, and for the whole world in need of Christ, saying O Great “I 

am,” hear our prayer.   

God of love, You are who you are, and you will be who you will be… 

and you made us in your image. O Great “I am,” hear our prayer.   

 

We give you thanks for planting your identity within us. We give you thanks for fill-

ing us with your Spirit. We give you thanks for Christ to light the way. O Great “I 

am,” hear our prayer.   

 

Help us to be people who live your word— your word of peace, your word of healing 

your word of hope, your word of love. O Great “I am,” hear our prayer.   

 
The world is in need of your care, O God, for there is distress and despair all around. 

We lift up your people who live in fear, surrounded by violence, especially your peo-

ple in Ukraine, Egypt, Palestine, Syria, North Korea, and the streets of Chicago. O 

Great “I am,” hear our prayer.   

 
We lift up your people who live with illness, or loneliness, and ask your healing grace 

to fill them until there is no room for what harms. We lift up your church, longing for 

vitality, seeking to be the vibrant witness to your love that you call us to be. O Great 

“I am,” hear our prayer.   

  
We stand at the threshold of the kingdom you are creating on earth, and yet we are   

too uncertain to enter the gate. Give us strength to be peacemakers, bravery to be for-

give, courage to speak up, and passion to be your body, serving the world. O Great “I 

am,” hear our prayer.   

Make yourself known again in this place, O God, and through us, in the world. 
We pray in the name of Jesus the Christ, who loves fully, completely, and to the end, 

and who taught us to pray together… 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and  forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but  

deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  

Amen.  

 
GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 

Today we offer ourselves and our gifts to God while at home and seemingly separated, 

and yet we are united in gratitude for God’s faithfulness to us, that nothing need stop us 
in our freedom from worshiping you and declaring our faith.  Today we can give by 

mailing an offering to the church address or by giving online through our webpage.  
Your gifts maintain our ministries, many of which continue whether we worship in this 

space or elsewhere.  And during this time of anxiety and illness, if you find yourself in 

need—physical, mental, spiritual or financial—please tell our elder for Congregational 
Care, Mary Henry, or Rev. Marie.  

 

Doxology                       “A Lenten Doxology”                                                       video 

Praise God throughout these forty days. Praise Christ, our Lord,  

whom God did raise. And praise the Spirit who imparts  

God’s love in Christ into our hearts. 

 

*PRAYER 

 

*HYMN OF SENDING    

I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. 
God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. 

In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.  

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 

I want to see the brightness of God. I want to look at Jesus. Clear Sun of  

righteousness, shine on my path, and show me the way to the Father.  
In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike.  

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 



I’m looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus. 
When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus.  

In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Please “pass the peace” in a phone call, letter, or text, saying to someone else, 

“May the Peace of Christ be with you.”  “And also with you.” 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  
“The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be gracious to 

you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” 
 

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                Annabel Stavey 


