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*Please rise as you are able. 

Children are welcome in worship; please use a colorful welcome bag from the rack or join our 

caregiver at the white craft table in the front right. Our nursery will open next week. 

 

PRELUDE                      
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                         Pastor Marie 
     Masks are encouraged while singing. 

 

1. Unity Committee, Wed., the 18th, for final meeting 

 

*CALL TO WORSHIP              
Come from your familiar and comfortable places, to look for God in new ways. 

Join together to seek the One in whom we live and move and have our being. 

Come with your faith and your curiosity, to meet others of God’s people. 

Join together to listen and learn, trusting the Spirit to lead us to common ground. 

Come be present to all Christ places in your path. 

We come, open to meet God, and accept each other. 

 
*HYMN OF PRAISE               “Christ is Risen”     congregational 

Let no one caught in sin remain Inside the lie of inward shame 

But fix our eyes upon the cross And run to Him who showed great love 
And bled for us Freely You've bled for us 

Chorus 

Christ is risen from the dead Trampling over death by death 

Come awake come awake Come and rise up from the grave 
Christ is risen from the dead We are one with Him again 

Come awake come awake Come and rise up from the grave 
Chorus 

Beneath the weight of all our sin You bowed to none but heaven's will 

No scheme of hell no scoffer's crown No burden great can hold You down 
In strength You reign Forever let Your church proclaim 

Chorus 

 O death where is your sting O hell where is your victory 

O church come stand in the light The glory of God has defeated the night 

Singing O death where is your sting O hell where is your victory 
O church come stand in the light Our God is not dead He's alive He's alive  

Chorus 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION and CONFESSION   
It can be difficult to see ourselves clearly, to know how to confess when we tend to equate 

comfort with righteousness.  Let us confess together, drawing strength from a community 

that can admit we stray from God.  Let us pray, saying “God of mercy, hear our  

prayer.” 

 

In the marketplace of ideas, there’s always something new.  We confess we are torn be-
tween attachment to tradition and belief that the latest fad will solve our problems, and so 

we trust the market to do our thinking for us. God of mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We admit that when we speak publicly it is often with judgment of others or demands for 
society to center our feelings and desires. We confess too, that we stay silent when we  



could speak for justice.  God of mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

And we confess we are uncertain and anxious about sharing our faith story, sharing 

our need to forgive and be forgiven, worried we will get it wrong or offend, and so we 

do not forgive or have the difficult conversation. God of mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Forgive us, God, for our misplaced trust, misdirected speech, for our self-centering 

ways. Remind us that you are near, and give us confidence to allow your grace to 

take the lead, that we may witness the power of your love. God of mercy, hear our 

prayer. 
  

HYMN OF FORGIVENESS        “Refiner's Fire” (vs. 1 & chorus) 

Purify my heart. Let me be as gold. And precious silver. 
Purify my heart. Let me be as gold Pure gold 

Refiner's fire My heart's one desire. Is to be holy 

Set apart for You Lord I choose to be holy Set apart for You my Master 
Ready to do Your will 

  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON       
May we be fully here, as Christ has planted us, to listen well and value the glimpses 

of God others show us, to speak the truth we know without needing to control the 

outcome, for it is in Christ we are forgiven and freed.   Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
  

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES              
 

READING                                                                                                    Acts 17:16-34 
16 While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the 
city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with both Jews and           

God-fearing Greeks, as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who        
happened to be there.  

 
18 A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to debate with him. Some of 
them asked, “What is this babbler trying to say?” Others remarked, “He seems to be            

advocating foreign gods.” They said this because Paul was preaching the good news 

about Jesus and the resurrection. 19 Then they took him and brought him to a meeting 
of the Areopagus, where they said to him, “May we know  what this new teaching is 

that you are presenting? 20 You are bringing some strange ideas to our ears, and we 
would like to know what they mean.” 21 All the Athenians and the foreigners who 

lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest 

ideas. 

22 Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see 
that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked carefully at 

your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN 
GOD. So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to 

proclaim to you. 

 
24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth 

and does not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human 

hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and 
everything else.  

 
26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and 

he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God 

did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though 
he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As 

some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 

 
29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is 

like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and skill. 30 In the past God 
overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. 31 For 

he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. 

He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 
 
32 When they heard about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others 

said, “We want to hear you again on this subject.” 33 At that, Paul left the Council. 34 

Some of the people became followers of Paul and believed. Among them was Dionysius, 

a member of the Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris, and a number of others. 
 

SERMON  

 

ANTHEM                      “O Praise The Name” (Anastasis)       Choir 

I cast my mind to Calvary Where Jesus bled and died for me  

I see His wonds, His hands, His feet My Savior on that cursed tree 

His body bound and drenched in tears They laid Him down in Joseph's tomb 

The entrance sealed by heavy stone Messiah still and all alone 
O praise the name of the Lord our God O praise His name forever more 

For endless days we will sing Your praise Oh Lord, oh Lord our God 
 

Then on the third at break of dawn The Son of heaven rose again 

O trampled death where is your sting? The angels roar for Christ the King 
O praise the name of the Lord our God O praise His name forever more 
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For endless days we will sing Your praise Oh Lord, oh Lord our God 
 

He shall return in robes of white The blazing Son shall pierce the night 
And I will rise among the saints My gaze transfixed on Jesus' face 

O praise the name of the Lord our God O praise His name forever more 

For endless days we will sing Your praise Oh Lord, oh Lord our God 
O praise the name of the Lord our God O praise His name forever more 

For endless days we will sing Your praise Oh Lord, oh Lord our God 

Oh Lord, oh Lord our God 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED                                                                                                     Video 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

In this season of Easter rejoicing, let us offer our prayers and thanksgivings for the 

church and the world, saying, O God of love, raise us to new life in Christ. 

 

For the well being of al your creation, may we promote and protect its ability to offer 

you praise through spacious skies, bountiful seas, verdant lands and creatures great and 

small.  O God of love, raise us to new life in Christ. 

 
For the life of the church, that our witness may broaden your table so that all may find 

a place to live and grow in love. O God of love, raise us to new life in Christ. 

 

For the welfare of your world, that all leaders and people young and old will work to 
live in harmony, resolve conflict, give and request forgiveness in order to serve the 

common good, and set aside our personal preferences. O God of love, raise us to new 

life in Christ. 

 
For all who suffer any kind of violence, pain or grief, that they will know the comfort 

of your presence and we will act as your merciful hands as friends and coworkers. O 

God of love, raise us to new life in Christ. 

 

For the love of Christ made known in this community, for our division and disagree-
ment, that we will focus instead on our common blessings and vision for your glory. 

 

For those who have died and those who loved them, that you will redeem our memo-

ries and remind us of your promises. O God of love, raise us to new life in Christ. 

 
This we pray in the name of the one who taught about your love, your justice, your 

hope, who taught us to pray saying,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and for-

give us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  

Amen.  

 

MOMENT FOR MISSION            Mother’s Day Out Today 

 

GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 
Today we offer ourselves and our gifts to God in gratitude for God’s faithfulness to us. 

You can give by leaving a gift in the plate as we exit the sanctuary, or mailing an offer-
ing to the church address or giving online through our webpage. Your gifts make it 

possible to reach out to those in need— if that is you, —physical, mental, spiritual or 

financial need—please tell our elder for Congregational Care, Mary Henry, or Rev. 
Marie. 

 

*Doxology   “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”                         #609 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God, all creations high and low.  

Alleluia, alleluia! Praise God, in Jesus fully known:  
Creator, Word, and Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
 

HYMN OF SENDING “Praise Ye The Lord, The Almighty, The King of Creation”#35 

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation! 

All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near; join me in glad adoration! 
  

Praise ye the Lord, who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth, 

shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e'er have been granted in what he ordaineth? 

  
Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 

All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen sound from his people again; gladly for aye we adore him. 
  

*CHARGE and BENEDICTION   

 “May the Peace of Christ be with you.” “And also with you.” 

 

*POSTLUDE             
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