
GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME     

PRELUDE                                                                                                                  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME                                       

1)In-person sanctuary services to resume in March; all precautions, every-other Sunday. 
2)Please email or text in pictures of yourself at worship at home 

3)Casting call for Easter pageant!  Adults and kids needed.  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                          Jim Phillips 

Whatever stories are on your mind today, come hear God’s story again. Whatever worries 
make your heart beat fast today, come gather in the comfort of the Spirit’s wings. Whatever 

the state of your inner life, come be nourished by Christ the master gardener. Come to wor-

ship, and let worship become your way of life.  
 

HYMN OF PRAISE   “Just As I Am”     (Virtual Choir)                                       #442 
Just as I am without one plea But that Thy Blood was shed for me 

And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee O Lamb of God I come I come 

 
Just as I am though tossed about With many a conflict many a doubt 

Fightings and fears within without O Lamb of God I come I come 

 
Just as I am Thou wilt receive Wilt welcome pardon cleanse relieve 

Because Thy Promise I believe O Lamb of God I come I come 
 

Just as I am Thy Love unknown Hath broken ev’ry barrier down 

Now to be Thine yes Thine alone O Lamb of God I come I come 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                        

All life is a gift from our loving God, given that we might give thanks, and rejoice that the 
Lord always pulls us to return to a better relationship with God and with others.  Giving 

thanks for the Son who laid down his own life for our freedom, let us honor that gift and 

turn from sin, saying responsively, Merciful lord, Help us bear good fruit. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                

God of all people, you create with love and nurture your creation to bear fruit. We    confess 

that we are often distracted in wondering why others don’t bear good fruit, rather than no-

tice the barrenness of our own branches. Merciful lord, Help us bear good fruit. 

 

We admit it is so easy to look for reasons why others deserve calamity, even as we lament 

what happens to us. We are so distracted that when you come in our midst, we  

CELEBRATING SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

February 28, 2021 

Park Hill Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) 

3520 JFK Blvd.  North Little Rock AR  

501-753-9533 * parkhillpres@gmail.com * parkhillpres.org 

 

 



do not recognize you. Forgive us, Lord. Merciful lord, Help us bear good fruit. 

Forgive us for losing sight of your presence, forgetting your will, and trusting in the    

structures of this world instead. Set us free today, gather us under your wing, and guide us 

into Life Abundant. Merciful lord, Help us bear good fruit   

                         
HYMN OF FORGIVENESS     “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”                       #435 

There's a wideness in God's mercy, like the wideness of the sea. There's a kindness in God's 
justice, which is more than liberty. There is no place where earth's sorrows are more felt than 

up in heaven. There is no place where earth's failings have such kindly judgment given. 
 

For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind. And the heart of the Eternal 

is most wonderfully kind. If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust God's 
Word, and our lives reflect thanksgiving for the goodness of our Lord. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                                              

We praise God for God's persistence in caring and nurturing us toward fruitfulness, and 

we pray for the blessing of recognizing God' at work in the midst of this life’s  
challenges. Friends, hear the Good News:  In Jesus Christ we are set free from old ways to 

faithfully follow Christ, to bear good fruit and share good news.  
Thanks be to God. Amen 

 

SHARING AND HEARING GOD’S WORD  

 
TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES            

 

LESSON                             Luke 13:1-9, 31-35 

13 At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose 

blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 He asked them, “Do you think that       be-

cause these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other       Gali-

leans? 3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4 Or those 

eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they 

were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell you; but unless you 

repent, you will all perish just as they did.” 
 

6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came 

looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three 

years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why 

should it be wasting the soil?’ 8 He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig 

around it and put manure on it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you 

can cut it down.’” 

31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for    

Herod wants to kill you.”  

 
32 He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and per-

forming cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work.  
33 Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible 

for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills 

the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your 
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 35 

See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes 
when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’”  

 

SERMON                     Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell 

 
COMMENTARY by   Mitzi J. Smith from workingpreacher.org 

 

OFFERTORY                            “Ah, Holy Jesus”                   PHPC Virtual Handbell Choir 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Please follow along in this responsive prayer, saying aloud the words in bold. 
 

Gardening God, with patience you set us to grow, and nurture us with time and food; yet 
too often we enjoy your grace without attention to the need to bear fruit--to change our 

ways, to nourish others, to find our purpose in your plan.  As we pray for the world, help 

us to understand our part to play as well. Merciful lord, Help us bear good fruit. 

 

Mothering God, you gather us in like a hen protects her chicks, and cover us in your 
comfort and hope. We thank you for your care for us, and for your whole creation.  

We thank your nurturing, even when we find it uncomfortable. We thank you for your 

word of love and justice that fills the world and makes all things new. And we long for 

that newness, for your world is in need. Merciful lord, Help us bear good fruit. 

So today we pray for those who are grieving, especially those reeling from seemingly 
senseless loss. We remember those who are living with illness, and those who care for 

them. We remember the injured and those recovering from surgeries, and those pre-

paring for a surgeon's knife.  We are bold to ask for their healing, Merciful lord, Help 

us bear good fruit. 



We pray today for those who have worked hard and can’t make ends meet, and we re-
member all who put in time and effort while others reap the fruits of their labour. We 

pray for those who are unemployed or unhoused, we pray for those whose work has been 
deemed 'unessential' and for those whose age, ability or body marks them as less valua-

ble. Help us to see their need and lift up our voices to help their earthly plight; Merciful 

lord, Help us bear good fruit. 

 

We pray today for our leaders, those who work in the structures of our community, na-
tion, world, and church. We remember those who seek to make the world a more just 

place, reflecting your call to build your kingdom here on earth. We pray for their 

strength, their moral compass, and their clarity of purpose as servants. Merciful lord, 

Help us bear good fruit. 

 

We pray today for your creation, groaning under our weight, and we remember those 

who are working toward new ways of stewarding the earth, advocating and calling us to 
care for this gift you have given us. We pray for our children and our children's children, 

that they might be healthier and wiser than we. Merciful lord, Help us bear good fruit. 

 

Your goodness is beyond our understanding, O God, and you are present in every place 

and every moment. Guide us as we seek you in this life, as we learn to love in both joy 
and honest community, as we learn to bear fruit for your kingdom. Help us to pray as 

Jesus did, saying... 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil, for thine is the kingdom, And the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 

We serve the Lord with freedom and we worship God with joy. In freedom and joy, 
let us present the offerings of our lives to the Lord.  You may choose to give by mail-

ing your offerings to the church, or giving online.  Your gifts maintain our ministries, 

and make help to others possible.   
 

If you know of someone  in need—physical, financial, emotional or spiritual…
especially if it is yourself, please speak with our pastor or the elder for Congregational 

Care, Mary Henry.  

 

Doxology                       “A Lenten Doxology”                                                       video 

Praise God throughout these forty days.  

Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise. 

And praise the Spirit who imparts God’s love in Christ into our hearts. 

 

Prayer         

 
HYMN OF SENDING            “Amazing Grace”                                                Virtual Choir 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! I once was lost, but now am 
found, was blind, but now I see. 

 
 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved. How precious did that 

grace appear the hour I first believed! 

 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come. 'Tis grace has brought me safe  

thus far, and grace will lead me home. 
 

The Lord has promised good to me; his word my hope secures. He will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures.  

 
When we've been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 

we've no less days to sing God's praise than when we'd first begun. 
 

PASSING THE PEACE 
Please “pass the peace” in a phone call, letter, or text, saing to someone else,  

“May the Peace of Christ be with you.” And also with you.” 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION       

 “The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be  

gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” 

 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                              


