
Fifthteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 5, 2021, 11am 

Park Hill Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) 

3520 JFK Blvd.  North Little Rock AR  

501-753-9533;  parkhillpres@gmail.com 

Visit our website at parkhillpres.org  

PRELUDE      “Compassion Prayer” 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

1. Youth planning after worship today. 

2. Prayer Meeting Group September 9.  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                      Mike Powell 

Voice 1: Paul and Silas followed the Spirit, around roadblocks and across the sea 

Voice 2: Paul and Silas shared what they knew to people ready—or not—to hear 
the word. 

Voice 1: Paul and Silas worshiped God, even when flogged and imprisoned in 
chains. 

Voice 2: May God transform our hearts ro  rejoice at all times and in all situa-

tions. 

All: Let us Praise the Lord! 

*HYMN OF PRAISE     “Break Every Chain” 

There is power in the name of Jesus. There is power in the name of Jesus 
There is power in the name of Jesus. To break every chain 

Break every chain, break every chain. 
 

Our all sufficient sacrifice. So freely given such a price 
Bought our redemption Heaven's gates Swing wide 

 
There's an army rising up (REPEAT) 

To break every chain Break every chain, break every chain (REPEAT) 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION and CONFESSION                                             Mike Powell 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess 
our sins, God is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

Let us confess together, saying “God of Mercy, Hear our Prayer” 

Holy and merciful God, we confess our sinfulness, our shortcomings, and our offenses 

against you. God of Mercy, Hear our Prayer.  

You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from your ways, in wasting your 
gifts, in forgetting your love and denying your power and purpose in our lives.  God of Mer-

cy, Hear our Prayer  

Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we are ashamed and sorry for all we have done to displease 
you. It is our failure of will to not sin, and so we seek Your will to empower us to follow you.  

God of Mercy, Hear our Prayer  

Forgive our sins, and help us to live in your light, and walk in your ways, for the sake of Je-
sus Christ our Savior. Listen, we pray, to the private prayers of our hearts.  

HYMN OF FORGIVENESS          “Living Hope,”                                           vs. 3 and chorus 

Then came the morning that sealed the promise. Your buried body began to breathe. Out of the 
silence the Roaring Lion. Declared the grave has no claim on me.  

(REPEAT) 

Jesus Yours is the victory. 
Hallelujah praise the One who set me free. Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me. 

You have broken every chain. There’s salvation in Your name. 
Jesus Christ my living hope. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died for us, 
Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. Anyone who is in  



Christ is a new creation.  The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Friends, believe the 

Good News, In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES                       Video with Tamara and Graham Boggs 

READING                                                                                                          Acts 16:22-34 
The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and 

ordered them to be beaten with rods. 23 After they had given them a severe flogging, they threw 

them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 24 Following these instructions, he 
put them in the innermost cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
 
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners 

were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations of 
the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were 

unfastened. 27 When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword 

and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul 

shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29 The jailer[e] called for 

lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 Then he brought them out-

side and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, 

and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 They spoke the word of the Lord[f] to him 

and to all who were in his house. 33 At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their 

wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized without delay. 34 He brought them up into 
the house and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become 
a believer in God. 
 

35 When morning came, the magistrates sent the police, saying, “Let those men go.” 36 And 

the jailer reported the message to Paul, saying, “The magistrates sent word to let you go; there-

fore come out now and go in peace.” 37 But Paul replied, “They have beaten us in public, uncon-
demned, men who are Roman citizens, and have thrown us into prison; and now are they going 

to discharge us in secret? Certainly not! Let them come and take us out themselves.” 38 The police 
reported these words to the magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that they were 

Roman citizens; 39 so they came and apologized to them. And they took them out and asked 

them to leave the city. 40 After leaving the prison they went to Lydia’s home; and when they had 
seen and encouraged the brothers and sisters[g] there, they  
departed. 

SERMON                                                                              Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell 
 

*NICENE CREED                                                                                                     

Please rise and join together in saying the Nicene Creed as you see it on the screen. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Fa-

ther, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  

 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and 

became truly human. 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spo-

ken through the prophets.  
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
 

COMMUNION LITURGY AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 
Prayers of the People 

In peace and hope for ourselves and the world, let us pray responsively saying, “let us pray 

to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.” 

For this gathering of the faithful, and for all the faithful worldwide who share in     commun-
ion, for all who serve in the church, for volunteers and pastors, for educators and musicians 

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  

For our president and elected leaders, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority; 
For this town, for every city and community, for those who live in them, and for all those 

who protect and serve the city, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2016&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27500e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2016&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27503f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2016&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27511g


For seasonable weather, and for abundant harvests for all to share; For the good earth which 

God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, 

have mercy.  

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphaned, and for the sick and the      suffer-

ing, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.  

For the poor and the oppressed, for those unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and 

captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have 

mercy.  

For deliverance in times of affliction, strife, and need; for those suffering natural and man-

made disasters from wind, rain and fire, earthquake and conflict, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Let us say in gratitude the prayer that Christ taught us, joining with Christians of all times in 
the prayer that begins,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come, they will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  

for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.  

 
COMMUNION HYMN                        “For Everyone Born”                                          #769 

For everyone born, a place at the table, for everyone born, clean water and bread,  
A shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, for everyone born, a star overhead, And  

God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace:  
Yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy! 

 
For young and for old, a place at the table, a voice to be heard,  

a part in the song, The hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, for young  
and for old, the right to belong, And God will delight when we are creators 

of justice and joy, compassion and peace: Yes, God will delight  when we are  
creators of justice, justice and joy! 

 
For everyone born, a place at the table, to live without fear, and simply to be,  

To work, to speak out, to witness and worship, for everyone born,  
the right to be free, And God will delight when we are creators 
of justice and joy, compassion and peace: Yes, God will delight  

when we are creators of justice, justice and joy! 
 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
MOMENT FOR MISSION                        Matching Funds       Mike Powell 
 
GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES                                             Mike Powell 

In freedom and joy, let us present the offerings of our lives to the Lord. You may choose 
to give by dropping off your offering in the plate as you exit worship in the sanctuary, or 
by mailing your offerings to the church, or giving online.  Your gifts maintain our minis-
tries, and make it possible to help others in need. 
If you know of someone in need—physical, financial, emotional or spiritual…especially if 
it is yourself, please speak with our pastor or the elder for Congregational Care, Mary 

Henry.   
 

*Doxology       “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”                                   Video 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creations high and low.  

Praise God above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER                              
 

*HYMN OF SENDING       “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”                                       #232 
Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!  

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia!  
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 
But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! our salvation have procured. Alleluia!  

Now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! praise eternal as God's love. Alleluia!  
Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia!    Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

 
• PASSING THE PEACE, CHARGE AND BENEDICTION     

“The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be  
gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.”  

 

*POSTLUDE                        “Canticle of Turning”                                                            #100 


