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PREWORSHIP MUSIC     Advent Candle Lighting                               Video 

 

PRELUDE  “Light one Candle to watch for Messiah” vs 3, 2x             #85 

 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

     1. Last Day for Poinsettias 

2. 19th is Cantata Sunday, Village Sale and Santa Visit 

3. Dec. 19th Outdoor Caroling Service 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE AND CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

As we light our third Advent candle of Joy, we pray to hear that God’s word does what 
God intends it to do, and all creation jumps for joy. Taste and see — God’s feast has 

room for us all, offering delight that can’t be bought. 

 God is coming, and the world will never be the same! 

Feel the rain and sun, cold and warmth — God’s world reveals God’s way, calling us to 

join the celebration.  

 God is coming, and the world will never be the same! 

God of abundance, thank you for your feast of joy and the promises made. Fill us with 

your desire for abundance in life and relationship, and help us to seek after you while you 

may be found.  May we faithfully serve the Living God.  
~Candle is lit~  

 
 Please rise in body or spirit for our Song of Praise. 

 

*SONG OF PRAISE       “O Come O Come Emmanuel” Vs 1, 6 & 7                       Live #88 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

  
O come Thou Dayspring, Come and cheer, Our spirits by Thine Advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

  

O come, Desire of nations, bind, All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife and discord cease; Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH AND HANGING OF CHRISMONS     

 
Please remain standing and join with me in sharing what we believe, as adapted from 

the Brief Statement of Faith. 

 

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  

In sovereign love God created the world good  

and makes everyone equally in God’s image, male and female,  

of every race and people, to live as one community.  

But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.   

 



Ignoring God’s commandments,  

we violate the image of God in others and ourselves,  

accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, 

and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.  

We deserve God’s condemnation.  

Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.  

In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah  

chose a covenant people to bless all families of the earth.  

Hearing their cry,  

God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage.   

Loving us still,  God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.   

Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child,   

like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home,  

God is faithful still. Amen 

 

You may be seated. 

 

PLACING THE CHRISMONS 
 

The Chrismons we place on the tree aren’t just pretty decorations, they are statements of 

what we believe.  Each Chrismon tells a piece of the story of our faith.   
 

The Cross Triumphant over the world - The circle represents the earth and  
the cross over it reminds us that the world needs Christ. Also known as the  

Cross of Victory, it signifies triumph over the sin of the world by Christ. 

 
The Crown – The beaded crown reminds us that Jesus is King of All Kings,  

and Lord of Lords, true ruler of all the nations.  Our allegiance is first to  

Christ above all human governments.  
 

Fish with Ichthus Monogram - “IXOYC” In the second century, Christians  
were using the fish to symbolize Christ. It is believed this developed because  

the letters of the Greek word for fish, “ICHTHUS or IXOYC formed an acrostic  

on the Greek phrase, Jesus (I), Christ (X), God’s (O) Son (Y), Saviour (C). 
 

Encouraged by these demonstrations of our faith, let us draw together to confess our 

sins to God, saying Holy God, Help us to seek after you.    

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION AND CONFESSION 
 

O God, the world is full of calls for our attention, demands for our time and energy, 
opportunities to spend and acquire. We confess we aren’t always sure which voice is 

yours, so we choose what’s easiest or most pleasurable.  Holy God, help us to seek af-

ter you. 

 
Forgive us when we lose touch with your word, and cannot recognize your voice. For-

give us when we seek after things that can never satisfy. Holy God, help us to seek af-

ter you.   

 
Forgive us when we choose unsustainable ways that leave some starving and thirsty 

while others are gorged yet feel empty. Holy God, help us to seek after you.   

 

In your abundant mercy, incline our ears to you, and turn us toward your way, that we 

may join all creation in accomplishing your word. Holy God,  help us to seek after 

you.   

 

HYMN OF FORGIVENESS    “This is Our God”                    (vs. 3 & chorus) 

 

A fountain for the thirsty A lover for the lonely. This is our God  
He brings glory to the humble And crowns for the faithful. This is our God.  

So call upon His name. 
He is mighty to save, this is our God 

This is the One we have waited for. This is the One we have waited for. This is the One we 

have waited for. Jesus, Lord and Savior.  
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 
Friends, hear the good news: Our restoring God comes to save us when we find our-

selves spiritually thirsty. May we walk life’s road with God’s purpose, strengthened by 

the living water—for in Jesus Christ we are forgiven and freed.  Thanks be to God.  

Amen! 

 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES                 Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell 

 

 



READING                                                                                                       Isaiah 55:1-13 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy 

and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend 
your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline 

your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.  
 

I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. See, I 
made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. See, you 

shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know you shall run to 

you, because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.  
 

Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked 

forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that 
he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my 

thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 

thoughts than your thoughts.  

 
For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they 

have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and 

bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return 
to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for 

which I sent it. For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and 
the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 

hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up 

the myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall 
not be cut off. 

 

SERMON       Rev. Marie Mainard-O’Connell 
 

ANTHEM      “Ho, All Who Thirst”    #479 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Draw near to us, Holy One, as we come seeking your light in the shadows of this  sea-

son. Help us to pray to know and do your word, saying Holy God, hear our prayers. 

 

We carry with us neighbors whose cupboards and tables are bare, whose water is con-

taminated, who hide their poverty, who live in food deserts or rely on assistance. May 

they experience the joy of plenty. In your kingdom, there is enough for everyone, so 

we pray for the will to make your reality. Holy God, hear our prayers.   

 

We carry with us neighbors who languish in loneliness, whose spirits are parched, 

whose energy is depleted, who live with addictions that numb and lie. May they expe-
rience the joy of connection. In your kingdom, your grace calls together stranger and 

friend, so we pray for the compassion to reach out in love. Holy God, hear our pray-

ers.   

We carry with us neighbors who suffer from a damaged creation, for whom rain and 

harvest have become disconnected, who long for abundance but hear only the groans 

of an earth under strain. May they experience the fruitful beauty of your world. In 
your kingdom, the cycles of creation nourish all in turn, so we pray for the wisdom to 

live lightly in your world. Holy God, hear our prayers.   

 

Restore your people, O God. Send your word again to dwell among us, to fulfil your 

purpose and create the world anew.  In your kingdom, your word encourages, em-
powers, and sustains your children to act.  May our hands and feet and voices be 

yours.  Holy God, hear our prayers.   

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, they will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and  forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen  
 

 



GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 

We offer ourselves and our gifts to God, in gratitude for God’s faithfulness to us. May 

our offerings be a reminder of God's amazing generosity, and may they be for others a 

blessing that opens the way of abundant life.  You may give by leaving an offering in the 

plate as you exit the sanctuary, or by giving online through our webpage. 

 

If you find yourself in need—physical, mental, or spiritual—please tell our elder for Con-

gregational Care, Mary Henry, or our Pastor Marie.   

 

*DOXOLOGY                 “Advent Doxology”                    Video 

 

Glory in the highest heaven, to the Father and the Son,  

And the Spirit he has given, hallowed be the three in one. 

  

*PRAYER & PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

Please “pass the peace” in a phone call, letter, or text, saying to someone else,  “May the 

Peace of Christ be with you.”  “And also with you.” 

 

*HYMN OF SENDING        “Prepare The Way, O Zion”                    organ 

Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near! Let every hill and valley a level way 

appear. Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story. 

O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 

  

He brings God’s rule, O Zion; he comes from heaven above. His rule is peace and freedom, 

and justice, truth, and love. Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding. 

O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 

  

Fling wide your gates, O Zion; your Savior’s rule embrace, and tidings of salvation proclaim 

in every place. All lands will bow rejoicing, their adoration voicing.  O blest is Christ who 

came in God’s most holy name. 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

“The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be  

gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” 

 

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                              

 


