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GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 

PRELUDE                                                                                                          Video 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME                                        
1) Easter Interest Survey, March 28th 2pm outdoor singing service at the Pavilion 

2) Caregivers Meeting Tuesday the 9th at 1:30pm 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                      

God has been telling the story for generations, 

calling us to faithfulness. 
The prophets and apostles proclaim  

the covenant written on our hearts. 
The Holy Spirit gifts us with all we need  

to live in the kingdom of God here and now. 

So come, let us worship together, hearing once again the word of life. 

HYMN OF PRAISE “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life,” vs. 1, 3, 5, & 6    Virtual Choir 

Where cross the crowded ways of life, where sound the cries of race and clan, 
above the noise of selfish strife, we hear your voice, O Son of Man. 

 
From tender childhood's helplessness, from human grief and burdened toil, from famished souls,  

from sorrow's stress, your heart has never known recoil. 
 

O Master, from the mountainside, make haste to heal these hearts of pain; among these restless  
throngs abide; O tread the city's streets again; 

 
Till all the world shall learn your love, and follow where your feet have trod; 

till glorious from your heaven above shall come the city of our God. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION                                        

We long for a sign from God.  

Something clear and obvious, irrefutable. 
A message that we can’t ignore,  

and that can’t be interpreted away to relieve our discomfort. 
We pray that you would not just take us by the hand, 

but tug at our hearts and wrench our stomachs and give us goosebumps. 

Help us to confess now the ways in which we need you, for our hearts ache with hurt 
and need.  Let us pray together, saying 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                              

Holy God, you call us to clothe ourselves with compassion.  

We confess that we have believed the messages of “dress for success” and “look the 
part” for our status and aspirations.  We know that is not part of your kingdom.   

We admit that while we cover ourselves with comfort and even excess, we have looked 

right through those whose station is different from ours, seeing only the stereotypes we 
wanted to see. 

We confess that we rarely see your image in the face of those sitting at the gates of our 
world, longing for a crumb or a helping hand. 

Forgive us for our unwillingness to cross the chasms of this life. Turn our hearts to your 

way and teach us your compassion, that we may recognize you and share your good-
ness, now. We ask in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
HYMN OF FORGIVENESS     “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”  #435               Video 

There's a wideness in God's mercy, like the wideness of the sea.  

There's a kindness in God's justice, which is more than liberty.  
There is no place where earth's sorrows are more felt than up in heaven.  



There is no place where earth's failings have such kindly judgment given. 
For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind.  

And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind.  
If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust God's Word,  

and our lives reflect thanksgiving for the goodness of our Lord. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                                              

Through the ages God has called us, revealed to us in speech and in the flesh,  

in relationship and in power. As we gather around your word today, may we believe 
the good news: may we encounter your truth recognize your justice and grace, 

and follow in faith, trusting that in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God. 
Amen. 

 

SHARING AND HEARING GOD’S WORD  

 
TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES         Rev. Dr. Ryan Rush            Video 

 

LESSON                                                          Luke 16:19-31 
19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 

sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered 

with sores,  
21 who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the 

dogs would come and lick his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried away by the 

angels to be with Abraham.[a] The rich man also died and was buried.  
23 In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away 

with Lazarus by his side.[b] 24 He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and 

send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony 

in these flames.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you 

received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is com-

forted here, and you are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm 

has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, 

and no one can cross from there to us.’  
27 He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house—28 for I have five 

brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of tor-

ment.’ 29 Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to 

them.’ 30 He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead,    

There is no place where earth's failings have such kindly judgment given. 

For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind.  

And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind.  

they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, 

neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” 

SERMON                       Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell 

COMMENTARY 

OFFERTORY                   “On Eagle’s Wings”                                                       Virtual Choir 

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in his shadow for life, 
say to the Lord, “My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!” And he will raise you up on  

eagles’ wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, 
and hold you in the palm of his hand. 

 

The snare of the fowler will never capture you, and famine will bring you no fear: 

under his wings, your refuge, his faithfulness your shield. And he will raise you up on  

eagles’ wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, 

and hold you in the palm of his hand. 

You need not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day; 

though thousands fall about you, near you it shall not come. And he will raise you up on  

eagles’ wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, 

and hold you in the palm of his hand.  

For to his angels he’s given a command to guard you in all of your ways; Upon their hands they 
will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone. And he will raise you up on  

eagles’ wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, 
and hold you in the palm of his hand. 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER                                     
Please follow along in this responsive prayer, saying aloud the words in bold. 

Please join us in prayer, saying “God who crosses chasms, ” reach out to your people today.   

God of Love, we thank you for all the emotions in our hearts— for the heartache that 

has nearly guts us, for the love that has completely unraveled us, for the joy that feels 

almost impossible to contain. Those feelings are a gift, to help us imagine how deeply 
you love. For that, we are grateful.  

God who crosses chasms,  

Reach out today to your people. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+16%3A19-31&version=NRSV;ERV#fen-NRSV-25635a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+16%3A19-31&version=NRSV;ERV#fen-NRSV-25636b


May your healing power surround those who are ill. 
May your compassion guide the hearts of those who care for others. 

May your abundant life fill those who are barely getting by. 
 

God of Wisdom, we thank you for this aching in our souls— for this hunger to learn 

and grow, for this longing to find beauty and justice in the world. You fill our souls 
with aspiration to guide our feet as disciples. For that, we are grateful. God who 

crosses chasms, 

Reach out today to your people. 

May your truth open the eyes of those who walk past need. 
May your generosity flow through the hands of those with plenty. 

May your grace change the lives of those whose worldview is narrow. 

  
God of bodies rich and poor, we must thank you for our frames— For legs give me 

the chance to run back to you, for minds to dream of a better world, for blood to re-
mind us that we are the same as the person next to us. You gave us bodies so that 

your story can be embodied in us. For all these things and more, we are grateful. 

God who crosses chasms, 

Reach out today to your people. 
May your wisdom empower those who lead. 

May your justice flow to every corner of the earth. 

May your persistence give us courage to seek peace and pursue it. We ask these and all things in 

the name of Jesus the Christ, who taught us to pray, saying,  

Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil, for thine is the kingdom, And the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
MOMENT FOR MISSION                                                                      Undie Sunday for Stewpot 

GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 

We serve the Lord with freedom and we worship God with joy. In freedom and joy, let us 
present the offerings of our lives to the Lord. You may choose to give by mailing your offer-
ings to the church, or giving online.  Your gifts maintain our ministries, and make help to 
others possible.  If you know of someone  in need—physical, financial, emotional or spiritu-
al…especially if it is yourself, please speak with our pastor or the elder for Congregational 
Care, Mary Henry.  

 

Doxology                       “A Lenten Doxology”                                                       video 

Praise God throughout these forty days. Praise Christ, our Lord,  

whom God did raise. And praise the Spirit who imparts  

God’s love in Christ into our hearts. 
Prayer         
 

HYMN OF SENDING            “God of Grace and God of Glory”                                         #307 
God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy power; crown thine ancient church's  

story; bring its bud to glorious flower. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour. 

 
Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! From the fears that long  
have bound us free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

for the living of these days, for the living of these days. 
 

Cure thy children's warring madness; bend our pride to thy control; 
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wisdom,  

grant us courage, lest we miss thy kingdom's goal, lest we miss thy kingdom's goal. 

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore. Let the gift of thy salvation 
be our glory evermore. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving thee whom we adore, 

serving thee whom we adore. 

PASSING THE PEACE 

Please “pass the peace” in a phone call, letter, or text, saying to someone else,  
“May the Peace of Christ be with you.” “And also with you.” 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION       

 “The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be  

gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                              

 

 


