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PREWORSHIP MUSIC     “O Come Let Us Adore Him / “He Is Exalted”            

              Instrumental  
 

PRELUDE  “Light one Candle to watch for Messiah” vs 2, 2x             #85 
Light two candles to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.  

He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, gently lead them homeward. 

 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

      1. Advent Text Devotional 

2. Poinsettias 
3. Dec. 19th Dickens Village Sale 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE AND CALL TO WORSHIP 

Please join in the bold words for the call to worship.   

We pray for God’s peace, longing to feel the rush of the Holy Spirit in times of deep dis-

tress, Longing to hear God’s promise to restore life; 

 “I will put breath in you, and you shall live” 

Even from the dry bones of death, God will restore; 
 “I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live.” 

God of peace, thank you for your promises. Fill us with your breath of life.   

Lord God, you know your plan to create anew that which seems dead.  

May we faithfully serve the Living God. 
~Candle is lit~  

Please rise in body or spirit for our Song of Praise. 
 

*SONG OF PRAISE       “O Come O Come Emmanuel” Vs 1, 4 & 5                       Live #88 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, thou Root of Jesse, free thine own Satan’s tyranny; from depths of hell  

thy people save and give them victory o’er the grave.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O Come, thou Key of David, come and open wide our heavenly home;  

make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH AND HANGING OF CHRISMONS     
Please remain standing and join with me in sharing what we believe, as adapted from the 

Brief Statement of Faith. 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit everywhere the giver and renewer of life.  

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles 

 rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,  

engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism,  

feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,  

and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.  

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing,  

to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,  

to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,  

to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,  

and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.  Amen. 



Please be seated.   

The Chrismons that adorn our sanctuary tree are not just pretty decorations; they are 

monograms and symbols of what we believe, and so we place them on the tree as an  

affirmation of our faith.  

 
The Chalice and Host: A symbol of Christ’s presence in Holy Communion, this is 

the Lord’s Supper, the cup a reminder of his blood shed for us, the bread  is his 

body given for us. Though we celebrate the Lord’s Supper in worship today, the 
Chrismon remains on the tree as a reminder of the sacrament.  

 

The Descending Dove: this powerful symbol from scripture depicts the Holy Spirit 
as it descended upon Christ at his baptism, but also reminds us of God’s Spirit as 

it hovered over the formless waters of creation in Genesis, and breathed new life 
into dry bones. 

 

The Hand of God the Father: this symbol serves two purposes depending on 
how it is hung on the tree.  The hand of God stretching down from heaven is a 

symbol of God’s power and ability to save in any circumstance, no matter how 

dire.  The hand of God upright with two fingers displayed is a sign of God’s 
peace and blessing. Today we honor both aspects of this symbol through our reading of 

Ezekiel 27.   
 

Encouraged by confessions of our faith, let all God’s people say, Amen.  

 

CALL TO CONFESSION AND CONFESSION 
If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth isn’t in us.  Let us confess 

our sins, first together, and then in silence, saying Lord of Mercy, forgive us.   

 

Come, O Breath, come and breathe upon us, that we may live. Bring us up from the dry 

valley and re-member us by your powerful hand.  For O God, you know your power and 

our weakness, your vision and our uncertainty. Lord of Mercy, forgive us.   

 

 You call us to speak your word even when we aren’t sure what it means, or how you can 
fulfil your promise. We confess that we hesitate to lift our voices.  We confess that we 

keep silent if the audience isn’t just right; we confess that we keep silent if speaking your 

word feels strange or out of place.  Lord of Mercy, forgive us.   

 

Forgive us for our excuses, our arrogance, our numbness. Forgive our hopelessness. Give 

us the courage to join you in speaking your new world into being, even when we don’t  

understand how, even when it sounds ridiculous, even when it seems no one is listening. 

Point us to possibility, and restore us to your way. Lord of Mercy, forgive us.   

 
HYMN OF FORGIVENESS    “This is Our God”                                     (vs. 2 & chorus) 

A father to the orphan. A healer to the broken. This is our God. He brings peace to our  

madness. And comfort in our sadness. This is our God. So call upon His name. He is 
mighty to save, this is our God. This is the One we have waited for. This is the One we have 

waited for. This is the One we have waited for. Jesus, Lord and Savior. This is our God. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Friends, hear the good news: Just as God promised new life to people in exile by breath-
ing into a valley full of dry bones, so will God’s Spirit breathe new life into us. It is 

through Jesus Christ that we are forgiven, freed, and made new. Thanks be to God. 

Amen. 
 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES                                  Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell 
 

READING                                                                                                      Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD 

and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around 

them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, 

“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.”  

 
4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the 

word of the LORD. 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath[a] to en-

ter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon 

you, and cover you with skin, an put breath[b] in you, and you shall live; and you shall 
know that I am the LORD.” 

 
7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 

noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there 

were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but 

there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 

mortal, and say to the breath:[c] Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O 
breath,[d] and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.”  

 
10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, 

and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 
11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel%2037%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-21403a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel%2037%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-21404b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel%2037%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-21407c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel%2037%3A1-14&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-21407d


bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophe-

sy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring 

you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 

And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up 

from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and 

I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken 

and will act, says the LORD.” 

 
SERMON        Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell 

 
ANTHEM  “Darkest Hour Is Just Before Dawn”                                            Jim Phillips 

The sun is slowly sinkin' The day's almost gone. Still darkness falls around us.  

And we must journey on.  
The darkest hour is just before dawn The narrow way leads home. 

Lay down your soul at Jesus' feet. The darkest hour is just before dawn.  

 
Like a shepherd out on the mountain. A-watchin' the sheep down below.  

He's coming back to claim us. Will you be ready to go?  
The darkest hour is just before dawn. The narrow way leads home. Lay down your soul Let 

Jesus in. The darkest hour is just before dawn. The darkest hour is just before dawn. 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

Holy God, creator of heaven and earth and lover of our souls… 
...Empower us to pray as Christ taught us, saying: 

 God of hope, give the world your Spirit.   

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, they will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and  forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.  

 

HYMN                                        “Come To The Table of Grace”                                #507 
Come to the table of grace, come to the table of grace, this is God’s table, it’s not yours or 

mine, Come to the table of grace.  

Repeat: peace...hope...love...joy 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

MOMENT FOR MISSION                                                              Dickens’ Village Sale 
 

GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 

All that we have is a gift from God. We offer ourselves and our gifts to God, in grati-
tude for God’s faithfulness to us. May our offerings be a reminder of God's amazing 

generosity, and may they be for others a blessing that opens the way of abundant life.  

You may give by leaving an offering in the plate as you exit the sanctuary, or by giv-
ing online through our webpage. 

 
If you find yourself in need—physical, mental, or spiritual—please tell our elder for 

Congregational Care, Mary Henry, or our Pastor Marie.   

 
*DOXOLOGY                                 “Advent Doxology”                   Video 

Glory in the highest heaven, to the Father and the Son,  

And the Spirit he has given, hallowed be the three in one. 
 

*PRAYER & PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Please “pass the peace” in a phone call, letter, or text, saying to someone else,   

 “May the Peace of Christ be with you.”  “And also with you.” 

 

*HYMN OF SENDING      “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”                       Organ 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold the King of glory waits; 
the King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here. 

 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; make it a temple, set apart from earthly use for 
heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

 
Redeemer, come! I open wide my heart to thee; here, Lord, abide. 

Let me thy inner presence feel; thy grace and love in me reveal. 

 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

“The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be  

gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” 
 

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                              
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