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PRELUDE                                                                     

 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
1.  Evangelism & Worship Meeting, after worship service. 

2. Congregational Care Meeting for Wednesday, February 16th, at 10am. 

3. Annual Congregation Meeting for Sunday, February 20th. 
4. Intergeneration Sunday School Class beginning in March. 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                          (taken from Isaiah 40: 21-31) 
Leader: Have you not known? Have you not heard? THE LORD is the everlasting God, the 

Creator of the ends of the earth.  

PEOPLE: THE LORD does not faint or grow weary; THE LORD’s understanding is un-

knowable, giving power to the faint, and strengthening the powerless. 

Leader: Those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength,  

People: They shall mount up with wings like eagles,  

Leader: they shall run and not be weary,  

People: they shall walk and not faint. 

Leader: Let us worship the God of Creation, the God of Strength and Compassion. 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE    “10,000 Reasons (Bless The Lord)  
Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless God's holy name!  

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all God's benefits.  

 
CALL TO CONFESSION AND CONFESSION 

Leader: If we say that we have no sin, we are not being honest with ourselves, or with 
God.  We know we have fallen short of our own expectations, and that of God.  Togeth-

er, let us admit our brokenness and seek renewal. 

 

Faithful God, you have appointed us your witnesses, to be the light that shines in the 

world.  But we hide our light.  We give in to anger and fear, and seek to control that 

which we cannot.  We have sinned against you and others in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, and what we have left undone.  You alone know how often we 

have sinned.  In your mercy, forgive what we have been, amend what we are, and free 

us from our selfishness. 

Help us to walk in your light, and trust in your goodness.  (brief silent confession) 

 

HYMN OF FORGIVENESS “Lord I Need You” (verse 2 and chorus) 

Where sin runs deep Your grace is more. Where grace is found is where You are 

And where You are Lord I am free. Holiness is Christ in me 
Lord I need You oh I need You. Ev'ry hour I need You. 

My one defense my righteousness. Oh God how I need You. 

My one defense my righteousness. Oh God how I need You.  
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Leader: Friends, as far is the east is from the west, that is how far  

Christ has removed your sins from you.  Hear the good news: you are forgiven!  

People: We are forgiven and freed!  Let us praise God! 



READING                                                                             Isaiah 40:21-31 
21 Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

    Has it not been told you from the beginning? 

    Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
22 It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 

    and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 

who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 

    and spreads them like a tent to live in; 
23 who brings princes to naught, 

    and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 
24 Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 

    scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 

when he blows upon them, and they wither, 

    and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
25 To whom then will you compare me, 

    or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 
26 Lift up your eyes on high and see: 

    Who created these? 

He who brings out their host and numbers them, 

    calling them all by name; 

because he is great in strength, 

mighty in power, 
    not one is missing. 
27 Why do you say, O Jacob, 

    and speak, O Israel, 
“My way is hidden from the LORD, 

    and my right is disregarded by my God”? 
28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, 

    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 

    his understanding is unsearchable. 

29 He gives power to the faint,  

    and strengthens the powerless. 
30 Even youths will faint and be weary,  

    and the young will fall exhausted; 
31 but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 

    they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

they shall run and not be weary, 

    they shall walk and not faint. 

1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
16For when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, since I am compelled to preach. Woe to me 

if I do not preach the gospel! 17If I preach voluntarily, I have a reward; if not voluntarily, I 

am simply discharging the trust committed to me. 18What then is my reward? Just this: that 

in preaching the gospel I may offer it free of charge, and so not make full use of my rights as 

a preacher of the gospel. 19Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a 

slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. ²⁰To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the 

Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not un-

der the law), so as to win those under the law. 21To those not having the law I became like 

one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so 

as to win those not having the law. ²²To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have 

become all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some. ²³I do all 

this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 

 

SERMON                                                                              Rev. Howard Reed 

ANTHEM                       “Savior Like A Shepherd Lead Us”          #187 

Savior, like a shepherd lead us; much we need your tender care. 

In your pleasant pastures feed us; for our use your fold prepare. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us: we are yours. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have bought us: we are yours. 

 

We are yours: in love befriend us; be the guardian of  our way. 

Keep your flock: from sin defend us; seek us when we go astray. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear your children when we pray. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear your children when we pray. 



You have promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be; 

you have mercy to relieve us, grace to cleanse, and power to free. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, early let us turn to you.  

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, early let us turn to you. 

 

Early let us seek your favor; early let us do your will. 

Blessed Lord and only Savior, with your love our spirits fill. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have loved us; love us still. 

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, you have loved us; love us still. 

 

*APOSTLE’S CREED                                                                                                      Video 

Let us join with those who come in professing the faith of the church, using the words of 

the Apostle’s Creed. 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;  

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell;  

the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,  

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic* church;  

the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;  

the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.                 (*or universal) 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                               (Inspired by Isaiah 40:21-31) 

Creating God, it has been told to us since the very beginning that you are truly the Lord 

of all that is and ever shall be. You are the God of both the prince and pauper, of feast 

and famine, of the mighty and the weak — and yet, you do not favor the strong over the 

powerless. Remind us of your love as we read the scriptures, O God of True Justice. 

Open our eyes – open our hearts – that we may be strengthened and renewed by your 

Word. 

 

As we offer our prayers saying, “Light of the world,” and responding, “Shine on us and 

through us.” [Short pause] 

Loving God, you have chosen us to be your church in this time and place and face the 

challenges and quandaries of our day. Light of the world, Shine on us and through 

us. 

  
Loving God, you have chosen us to reflect your love and your light; as we walk in 

your presence through our dilemmas. Light of the world, Shine on us and through us. 

 
Loving God, you have chosen us to live as a community of faith; as we discern our 

next steps together. Light of the world, Shine on us and through us. 

 

Loving God, you have chosen us to serve the wider community; as we admit our hesi-

tation and fear.  Light of the world, Shine on us and through us. 

 

Help us to pray as we use the words Christ taught us, saying… 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, they 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and   for-

give us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forev-

er.  Amen.  

 

GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 

Today we offer ourselves and our gifts to God while at home and seemingly separat-

ed, and yet we are united in gratitude for God’s faithfulness to us, that nothing need 

stop us in our freedom from worshiping you and declaring our faith.  Today we can 

give by  mailing an offering to the church address or by giving online through our 

webpage.  Your gifts maintain our ministries, many of which continue whether we 

worship in this space or elsewhere.   

And during this time of anxiety and illness, if you find yourself in need—physical,  

mental, spiritual or financial—please tell our elder for Congregational Care, Mary 

Henry, or Rev. Howard Reed.  

 

*Doxology        “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”                      Video 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise Christ all people here below; Praise 

Holy Spirit ever more, praise Triune God whom we adore.  Amen. 

 

 



*PRAYER                              
 

*HYMN OF SENDING   “Tis So Sweet To Trust In Jesus” 

'Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus. Just to take Him at His word. Just to rest upon His 

promise. Just to know thus saith the Lord. Jesus Jesus how I trust Him. 

How I've proved Him o'er and o'er. Jesus Jesus precious Jesus. O for grace  

to trust Him more. 

 

Yes 'tis sweet to trust in Jesus. Just from sin and self to cease. Just from Jesus  

simply taking. Life and rest and joy and peace 

Jesus Jesus how I trust Him. How I've proved Him o'er and o'er. Jesus Jesus  

precious Jesus. O for grace to trust Him more 

I'm so glad I learned to trust Thee. Precious Jesus Savior Friend. And I know that Thou 

art with me. Wilt be with me to the end. 

Jesus Jesus how I trust Him. How I've proved Him o'er and o'er. 

Jesus Jesus precious Jesus. O for grace to trust Him more 

PASSING THE PEACE, CHARGE AND BENEDICTION     

“The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be  

gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” 

  

*POSTLUDE                          


