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PRELUDE                                                                                  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

1. April 25: 1pm Women’s Birthday Event 

2. April 25 2pm Ferncliff Forest Church Easter  
3. Ozark Mission Project 

CALL TO WORSHIP        
The Son of God made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread, the 

touch of hands and feet, the taste of a meal shared. Gracious God, open the eyes of 
our faith, that we may see Jesus in his redeeming work; who is alive and reigns with 

Creator and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Christ is Risen!   

He is Risen Indeed! 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                “I Danced In The Morning”           Virtual Choir 

I danced in the morning when the world was begun, and I danced in the moon and the 
stars and the sun, And I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth. 

At Bethlehem I had my birth. Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the 

Dance, said he, And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, and I'll lead you all in the 
dance, said he. 

I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black. It’s hard to dance with the devil on your 
back. They buried my body and they thought I’d gone, but I am the dance and I still go on. 

Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, And I'll lead you 

all, wherever you may be, and I'll lead you all in the dance, said he. 
They cut me down and I leapt up high. I am the life that will never, never die. I'll live in 

you if you'll live in me, I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. Dance, then,  

wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, And I'll lead you all, wherever 
you may be, and I'll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION 

In gratitude for all God has done, let us turn now to ask for God to help us to grow to-

wards the fullness of eternal life through Christ our Lord, as we are made bold to pray, 
confident of God’s forgiving grace made possible through Christ.  Let us    respond to-

gether in prayer, saying “we pray to you: Hear us, Lord of glory.” 

 

CONFESSION 

O Christ, after your resurrection you appeared to your disciples; you showed them your 
hands and feet, you ate with them, that they might believe.   You gave joy and exulta-

tion to the whole creation. Through your victory, we pray to you: Hear us, Lord of 

glory.  

 

O Christ, after your resurrection you opened the minds of the disciples to understand 

scripture, and you promised the Holy Spirit; you promised to be with them and us until 

the end of the world. Through your victory, we pray to you:   Hear us, Lord of glory. 

 
O Christ, through your resurrection you lifted us up, and filled us with rejoicing.  

Through your salvation you enrich us with your gifts. Save us, extend your mercy to 



your people who await the resurrection. By your goodness we pray to you: Hear us, 

Lord of glory. 

 

Powerful Lord, by raising Jesus from the dead you proclaimed his victory, and by his 

ascension, you declared him Lord of all. By your power and strength we pray to you: 

Hear us, Lord of glory. 

 
Almighty God, in raising Christ Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power of sin and 

death, and crowned him Lord of all. We confess that we have not bowed before him, or 
acknowledged his rule in our lives. We have gone along with the ways of the world, and 

failed to give him glory. By your mercy we pray to you: Hear us, Lord of glory. 

 

Forgive us, God of mercy, and raise us from sin, for we remain captive to doubt and fear, 

bound by the ways that lead to death. We overlook the oppressed, and pass by those that 
mourn.   Help us to trust your power to change our lives and make us new, that we may 

be your faithful people, obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the 

world and is head of the church, his body. 
 

HYMN OF FORGIVENESS           “Hallelujah”    (Live)         Annabel Stavey 
Search the hidden places of my heart. That only You can know I will surrender. 

Oh the brightness of the day. You  led me to the cross. 

 I will remember. The song of those unchained. 
 For the glory of Your name 

Jesus piercing through the darkness Dying just to save us, hallelujah. 
Savior beautiful Redeemer We will sing forever, hallelujah 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
We no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become the Lord 

of life. From the waters of death God raises us with him and renews God's gift of life 

within us. May our minds and hearts radiate the risen life we share with Christ,; pro-
claiming that in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES             Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell     

                   

READING                                                                               Luke 24:33-53 
33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and 

their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, 

and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, and 

how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

36 While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, 

“Peace be with you.” 37 They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were see-

ing a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in 

your hearts? 39 Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; 

for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40 And when he had 

said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41 While in their joy they were disbe-

lieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They 

gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate in their presence. 

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 

you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 

psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 

and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah[n] is to suffer and to rise from 

the dead on the third day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be pro-

claimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of 

these things. 49 And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here 

in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51 

While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.52 

And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53 and they were    

continually in the temple blessing God. 

SERMON                                                                           Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell  

OFFERTORY   “Forever We Sing “Hallelujah)” 

The moon and stars they wept. The morning sun was dead.  The savior of  the world was 
fallen. His body on the cross. His blood poured out for us. The weight of  every curse upon 

him. One final breath he gave. As heaven looked away. The son of  God was laid in dark-
ness. A battle in the grave. The war on death was waged. The power of  hell forever broken. 

The ground began to shake. The stone was rolled away. His perfect love could not be over-

come. Now death where is your sting. Our resurrected king has rendered you defeated. For-
ever, he is glorified. Forever, he is lifted high.  

Forever, He is risen. He is alive. He is alive. The ground began to shake. The stone was 
rolled away. His perfect love could not be overcome. Now death where is your sting.  

Our resurrected king has rendered you defeated. Forever, he is glorified. Forever, he is lifted 

high. Forever, he is risen. He is alive. He is alive. We sing hallelujah. We sing hallelujah.  
We sing hallelujah. The lamb has overcome. We sing hallelujah. We sing hallelujah. 

We sing hallelujah. The lamb has overcome Forever, he is glorified Forever, he is lifted high. 

Forever, he is risen He is alive. He is alive. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2024&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26028n


PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Let us pray with joy to Christ at the right hand of God, saying: You are the king of 

glory!  

 

You have raised the weakness of our flesh. Heal us from our sins, and restore to us 

the full dignity of life. May young and old alike be cherished, may there be equality 

among the genders and peace among the nations and peoples.  You are the king of 

glory!  

May our faith lead us to follow the road you trod, may our feet be your feet, and our 
hands, your hands.  May we serve the needy and broken of this world, seeing your 

face as the one for whom we sacrifice. May we craft homes, and clothes, and  

freedom, and health, for those who lack it.  You are the king of glory!  

You have promised to draw all people to yourself; let no one of us be separate from 
your body. Restore the sick, the lonely, and the lost to community, bring us back to-

gether again; no matter how far we go afield, bring us home. You are the king of  

glory!  

Grant that by our longing we may join you in your kingdom where your humanity 

and ours is glorified. May all the peoples of the earth be made holy, and may your 

peace reign in our hearts. You are the king of glory!  

You are true God, and you will be our judge, so lead us to contemplate your tender mercy. 

Show all the leaders of nations and peoples your desire for mercy and justice; may your 

will bend theirs towards compassion and the greater good.   

You are the king of glory!  

O King of glory and Lord of hosts, who ascended triumphantly above the heavens, do not 

abandon us, but send us the promised one, the Spirit of truth. Blessed be the holy and un-
divided Trinity, now and forever.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, make us bold to pray as 

Christ Jesus taught us, saying... 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and for-

give us our debts, as we forgive our  debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  

Amen.  

MOMENT FOR MISSION           Ozark Mission Project  (Shorter Video) 

  

GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 

We serve the Lord with freedom and we worship God with joy. In freedom and joy, let 

us present the offerings of our lives to the Lord. You may choose to give by mailing 

your offerings to the church, or giving online.  Your gifts maintain our ministries, and 

make help to others possible.  If you know of someone  in need—physical, financial, 

emotional or spiritual…especially if it is yourself, please speak with our pastor or the 

elder for Congregational Care, Mary Henry.  

Doxology       “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”                                     Video 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creations high and low. Allelu-

ia, alleluia! Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and Spirit one. Alleluia, 

alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

PRAYER 

  

HYMN OF SENDING  “Open The Eyes Of My Heart”   

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord. Open the eyes of my heart; 
I want to see you; I want to see you; (2x) 

To see you high and lifted up, shining in the light of your glory. 
Pour out your power and love as we sing “Holy, holy, holy.” 

Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy, 

I want to see you. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE 

  “May the Peace of Christ be with you.” “And also with you.” 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION       

“The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be  

gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” 

  

POSTLUDE 

  

 


