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PRELUDE                     “Were You There”                                   Bell Choir 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME                                       

 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                           

Whether we are walking the halls of power or standing just outside, 

Christ calls just the same: calls us to heed the voice of Truth cutting through the  
shadow of death. We expect demonstrations of power, 

but Jesus gives us a different vision of authority. 

We expect to have to fight, 

but Jesus shows us self-giving love. 

We expect to be afraid, 

but Jesus is the Truth that sets us free. 

*HYMN OF PRAISE  “How Great Is Our God”                             Annabel & Choir 
The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty: let all the earth rejoice, let all the earth rejoice 

He wraps himself in light and darkness tries to hide; It trembles at his voice 
 

How great is our God, sing with me: How great is our God, all will see how great 

How great is our God 
 

Age to age he stands and time is in his hands, beginning and the end, beginning and the end 

The God-head three in one, Father, Spirit, Son: The lion and the lamb, the lion and the lamb 
 

Name above all names, worthy of our praise, My heart will sing how great is our God 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION AND CONFESSION                                       

Friends, if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if 
we confess our sins, God is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. Let us pray together saying, God of Truth, set us free.    

 

Blessed Jesus, you are not the king we expect, for you rule from love without the violence 

or coercion upon which this world relies. God of Truth, set us free.    

 

We confess that we have been seduced by the propaganda of the empire. Our attention is 
captured by power and status, we have believed the lie that violence will bring us safety.  

God of Truth, set us free.    

 

We confess that we give lip service to the truth, both denying  what has occurred and mini-

mizing viewpoints not our won. God of Truth, set us free.    

 

And we admit, O God, that we are afraid. Scared of what others will think, afraid of being 
seen as weak, fearful for our prosperity, anxious what your word means for our comforta-

ble routines. God of Truth, set us free.     

 

We confess that we have let fear drive us, and we do not like where it has taken us. Forgive 

us, Lord, and change our direction. May the truth of your love overpower the world’s em-
pires and set your people free. 

 
HYMN OF FORGIVENESS   “O Come to the Altar,” vs. 2 & chorus) (Annabel and choir) 

Leave behind your regrets and mistakes Come today there's no reason to wait 

Jesus is calling Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy 
From the ashes a new life is born Jesus is calling 



MUSIC MEDITATION             “At the Name of Jesus”                              piano instrumental 

Psalm 145:10-14, 18 

10 All your works praise you, LORD; your faithful people extol you. 
11 They tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your might, 
12 so that all people may know of your mighty acts and the glorious splendor of your  king-

dom. 
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all    gen-

erations. The LORD is trustworthy in all he promises and faithful in all he does.  
14 The LORD upholds all who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down. 
18 The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. 

SERMON                                                                                                                       Rev. Marie 

 
ANTHEM                             “At the Name of Jesus”                                 Annabel & Choir 

At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, every tongue confess him 

King of glory now; ‘Tis the Father's pleasure we should call him Lord, 
who from the beginning was the mighty Word. 

 

Humbled for a season to receive a name from the lips of sinners 
unto whom he came, Faithfully he bore it spotless to the last, 

brought it back victorious, when from death he passed; 
 

Bore it up triumphant, with its human light, through all ranks of creatures, 

to the central height, To the throne of Godhead, to the Father's breast, 
filled it with the glory of that perfect rest. 

 

Christians, this Lord Jesus shall return again, with his Father's glory 
o'er the earth to reign; For all wreaths of empire meet upon his brow, 

and our hearts confess him King of glory now. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us join together today, to pray for each other and the world, saying, “God of truth, 

hear our prayer.” 

 

We give you thanks, O God, that you have shattered the power of death, and set us free 
from the fear of the grave and from the illusion that the way things are is the only way 

they can be. We are grateful that you have shown us another way, and given us a glimpse 

of your kingdom founded on truth and love. God of truth, hear our prayer. 

 

O come to the altar The Father's arms are open wide 
Forgiveness was bought with The precious blood of Jesus Christ. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Hear the good news! The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners. He bore our sins in his body on the cross, that we 
might be dead to sin, and alive to all that is good. Friends, believe this, in Jesus Christ, 

we are forgiven!  Thanks be to God!  Amen.  

 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES  

 
READINGS        John 18:28-19:1-3 NIV  

28 Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman gover-

nor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness they did not en-

ter the palace, because they wanted to be able to eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate came out to 

them and asked, “What charges are you bringing against this man?” 
30 “If he were not a criminal,” they replied, “we would not have handed him over to 

you.” 
31 Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” 

“But we have no right to execute anyone,” they objected. 32 This took place to fulfill what 

Jesus had said about the kind of death he was going to die. 
33 Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked him, “Are you the 

king of the Jews?” 
34 “Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about me?” 
35 “Am I a Jew?” Pilate replied. “Your own people and chief priests handed you over to 

me. What is it you have done?” 
36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to pre-

vent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. But now my kingdom is from another place.” 
37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate. 

Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into 

the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 
38 “What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there 

and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him. 39 But it is your custom for me to re-

lease to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king 
of the Jews’?” 
40 They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas had taken part in 

an uprising. Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together a 

crown of thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3 and went up 

to him again and again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they slapped him in the 

face. 



We pray for those among us tasked with leadership, that they may have the courage 
to listen to truth, and to speak truth even when it is socially or politically inconven-

ient. We pray that those in positions of power in this world might use that power for 
the good of all, seeking justice and peace, refusing false equivalency or to be led by 

fear. God of truth, hear our prayer. 

 
We pray for ourselves, that we might use our voices to speak for and protect others, to 

call for peace, to insist on truthfulness and accountability, and to offer another way 

when violence seems the only option. God of truth, hear our prayer. 

 
We hold in your light all who suffer by our silence, all who are desperate for peace, 

who listen for sirens and explosions and gunfire and wonder where their children have 

gone.  We remember those who wait at borders  
or wonder if they should flee, or who have been pressed into a life they never imag-

ined. We see the pictures of camps, of hungry people, of destruction, of fearful eyes. 

We pray for protection, for hope, for help, and for an end to conflict everywhere. God 

of truth, hear our prayer. 

 
And, Lord, we are bold today to pray for the grace to keep our eyes open, to see and 

not look away, to pay attention, and remember: Not only Ukraine, not only Syria, not 
only Yemen, not only Colombia, not only China, but also Dumas and North Little 

Rock, Sherwood and Maumelle, Little Rock and our own home street… we beg you 

to keep our neighbors in our minds, that we may learn to truly love them, in your 

kingdom way. God of truth, hear our prayer.   Help us to pray as Christ taught us, 

saying, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and  for-

give us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forev-

er.  Amen.  

 

 

 

 

GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 
Today we offer ourselves and our gifts to God while at home and seemingly separated, 

and yet we are united in gratitude for God’s faithfulness to us, that nothing need stop us 
in our freedom from worshiping you and declaring our faith.  Today we can give by 

mailing an offering to the church address or by giving online through our webpage.  

Your gifts maintain our ministries, many of which continue whether we worship in this 
space or elsewhere.  And during this time of anxiety and illness, if you find yourself in 

need—physical, mental, spiritual or financial—please tell our elder for Congregational 

Care, Mary Henry, or Rev. Marie.  
 

Doxology                       “A Lenten Doxology”                                                        

Praise God throughout these forty days. Praise Christ, our Lord,  

whom God did raise. And praise the Spirit who imparts  

God’s love in Christ into our hearts. 

 

*PRAYER 

 
*HYMN OF SENDING         “My Song is Love Unknown,” vs 1, 4, 5      #209 

My song is love unknown, my Savior's love to me, love to the loveless shown 

that they might lovely be. O who am I that for my sake 
my Lord should take frail flesh, and die? 

 

Unheeding, we will have our dear Lord made away, a murderer to save, 
the prince of life to slay. Yet steadfast he to suffering goes, 

that he his foes from thence might free. 
 

Here might I stay and sing, no story so divine: never was love, dear King, 

never was grief like thine. This is my Friend, in whose sweet praise 
I all my days could gladly spend. 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE, INVITATION, CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  
“The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be  

gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” 
 

*POSTLUDE                                                           


