
GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME     

PRELUDE                                       
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME                

1.  Bridge Builders Study Group Lenten Opportunity 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                     

Jesus calls us to life — in all its fullness, not simply a checklist. 
A life of relationship, of service, of mercy toward all. 

Jesus calls us to notice — the people around us, the creation, the presence of God in our 
midst. 
And having noticed, to be flexible, for this moment matters. 

Jesus calls us to compassion in action — to allow ourselves to be moved from our plans 
to God’s vision. 
A vision with room for all. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE    “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”  #465 (Annabel Live) 

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit; O what needless pain we bear, 
all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer! 

 
Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer! 
Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer! 

 
Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge; take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer! In his arms 
he’ll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION                   

Whenever we ask a question, the Lord seems ready to ask one back to us. 
What is the key that unlocks our understanding, and our faithfulness? Love. 
Let us go again to God to find this answer, and ask forgiveness for all the ways we reject 

it, saying Have mercy on us, and responding as one, “and teach us to be merciful.”    
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Compassionate God, you always have time for us, and your grace is sufficient — you nev-

er turn away from your world. We confess that we often turn away, minds and hearts oc-
cupied by our plans and lists, choosing ourselves, our safety, and our desires over the well-

being of our neighbor. Have mercy on us, and teach us to be merciful.   

 
And we confess, too, that when we have tried to do it all, we have spread ourselves so thin 

that we can no longer recognize what is most important. Our vision is clouded by compet-

ing priorities, and so our responses are confused. Have mercy on us, and teach us to be 

merciful.   
 
We admit, Lord, that sometimes it is easier to focus on what other people are not doing, or 
on setting the rules for who we can safely ignore, than it is to live according to your word 
day in and day out. Forgive us, God, and remind us of the truth you already planted in our 
hearts: to live fully is to love you and our neighbor with all our being. Have mercy on us, 

and teach us to be merciful.   

 
HYMN OF FORGIVENESS        “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”                                  #435 

There's a wideness in God's mercy, like the wideness of the sea. 
There's a kindness in God's justice, which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth's sorrows 
are more felt than up in heaven. There is no place  

where earth's failings have such kindly judgment given. 
 

For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind. 
And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust God's Word, 
and our lives reflect thanksgiving for the goodness of our Lord. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON              

Beloved, hear the good news: though we have fallen short of Jesus' expectations for us, 
time and again, the mercy of Christ is for all sinners, including us.  In Christ you are for-
given, and in Christ you are set free to be merciful and forgiving as you have been forgiv-
ing.  Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

SHARING AND HEARING GOD’S WORD  

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES                 Tamara Boggs (Video) 

LESSON                                                                                   Luke 10:25-42 

25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus.[a] “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal 

strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You 

have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” 

29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus replied, “A 

man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped 

him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down 

that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he  

came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling 

came near him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34 He went to him and bandaged 

his wounds, having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought 

him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii,[b] gave them to the 

innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more 

you spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the 

hands of the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and 

do likewise.” 

38 Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman named  

Martha welcomed him into her home. 39 She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet 

and listened to what he was saying. 40 But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came 

to him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? 

Tell her then to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and 

distracted by many things; 42 there is need of only one thing.[c] Mary has chosen the better part, 

which will not be taken away from her.”  

SERMON           Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell 

OFFERTORY              
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Please follow along in this responsive prayer, saying aloud the words in bold. 

This world is both beautiful and difficult— 
filled with compassion and destruction,  
opportunity and closed doors. Have mercy on us, O God, 

and teach us to be merciful. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A25-42&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25381a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A25-42&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25391b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A25-42&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25398c


We pray for those who have experienced violence to their body, mind, or spirit. 

We lift up those who have been cast aside, stripped of their identity, rights, autonomy, or voice. 
We ask your help for our neighbors near and far who are left wondering if anyone sees or cares. 
May all people know your peace, within and around them. 
Have mercy on us, O God, 

and teach us to be merciful. 

 
We pray this day for those who are trapped in their need to be right. 
We lift up those who are so caught up in their own status or their own situation  
that they cannot see anything but their next move. 
We ask your help for those who are stretched to their limits by their own expectations, 
and have only hurtful words for those who don’t measure up. 
May all people know your liberating grace, within and around them. 
Have mercy on us, O God, 

and teach us to be merciful. 

 
We pray this day for those whose to-do list is longer than the hours in the day. 
We lift up those whose worries about safety lead to shutting others out. 
We ask your help for those who are trying to blaze a new trail,  
against opposition from friends and strangers. 
May all people recognize your presence, within and around them. 
Have mercy on us, O God, 

and teach us to be merciful. 

 
We pray this day for your Church, that we may love so fully that we experience true life. We lift up 
the leaders of this world, that they may have vision and courage to do what is right. We ask your 
help for all your creation, that we may recognize our interdependence with one another. 

Have mercy on us, O God, and teach us to be merciful. 
Help us to work for the vision of Your kingdom as Christ taught us, saying: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for 

thine is the kingdom, And the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 

We serve the Lord with freedom and we worship God with joy.   In freedom and joy, let 
us present the offerings of our lives to the Lord. You may choose to give by mailing your 
offerings to the church, or giving online.  Your gifts maintain our ministries, and make 
help to others possible.   
If you know of someone  in need—physical, financial, emotional or spiritual…especially if 
it is yourself, please speak with our pastor or the elder for Congregational Care, Mary 
Henry.  
 
Doxology                       “A Lenten Doxology”                                                      video 

Praise God throughout these forty days. 

Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise. 

And praise the Spirit who imparts God’s love in Christ into our hearts. 

 
Prayer         

 
HYMN OF SENDING       “There Is A Balm in Gilead” Annabel Stavey                    (Live) 

Sometimes I feel discouraged, and think my work’s in vain, 
but then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again. 

There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole; 
there is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul. 

 
Don’t ever feel discouraged, for Jesus is your friend, 

and if you lack for knowledge, he’ll not refuse to lend. 
There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole; 

there is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul. 
 

If you cannot preach like Peter, if you cannot pray like Paul, 
you can tell the love of Jesus and say, “He died for all.” 
There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole; 

there is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin-sick soul. 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION       

 “The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be  

gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                              


