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PRELUDE                                                       Compassion Camp VBS Song Video 

“Come To The Table,” “Brave Enough,’ and “Compassion Prayer”      

                       
Come to the Table, Come to the Table, Come to the Table, Come celebrate with us! 2x 

We all are welcome, we all are welcome, yes we all are welcome, Come celebrate with 

us! 2x 
Let’s have a party, let’s have a party, let’s have a party, Come celebrate with us! 2x 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

ONE: Calling all children of the Living God: the gospel is good news for every age and every 
stage.  

TWO: Let us worship together, the young and the old.  

ONE: The good news is proclaimed in God’s words, and also with crayons, silly songs, 
snacks, and rest time.  

TWO: Let us worship together, every generation.  

ONE: After summer months, and time spent apart, routines begin again,  
TWO: Let us worship together, with our family of faith.  

ONE: We may still feel uncertain, with not quite everything settled, but we come together 
seeking God’s peace in this beautiful community.  

BOTH: Let us worship together, united in Christ.  

 
*HYMN OF PRAISE      “Come To The Table Of Grace”   #507, vs. 1, 2, 4 (ASL) video 

 

Come to the table of grace. Come to the table of grace. This is God’s table;  
it’s not yours or mine. Come to the table of grace. 

 
Come to the table of peace. Come to the table of peace. This is God’s table;  

it’s not yours or mine. Come to the table of peace. 

 
Come to the table of hope. Come to the table of hope. This is God’s table;  

it’s not yours or mine. Come to the table of hope. 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION and CONFESSION  

 
Hear this confession and admit in your heart, how we fall short of God’s desire for us.  Let us 

pray: 

God, it is so easy for us to leave you, and go to a place far away.  It is so easy for us to ig-
nore how we hurt others, and how leaving our friends and family can hurt them too.  

Help us to have compassion for others, and for ourselves, that we can admit that we do 
bad things.   

Unless you help us to be brave, and to tell the truth,  

we can’t start the journey home.   
Give us the strength to walk to you, to fall into your welcoming arms,  

To dance and sing in celebration. 

Help us also to have compassion on those who cannot yet forgive us, and help us to for-
give ourselves and make amends for the mistakes that still hurt others.   

It is easy to get lost, and only you can find us.   



HYMN OF FORGIVENESS          “We Can Be Brave”                              Annabel Stavey 

We are brave enough to love. We are brave enough to show compassion. 

We are brave enough to listen, and tell the truth. (2x) 

We can be brave, we can be brave. Because we are filled with love 
From the bottom of God’s Heart, we can be brave.   

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Repeat this assurance of pardon with me: 

Precious Lord, Your compassion always looked like courage. Help us to keep our 

eyes on you. Strengthen our hearts with your bravery. Help us to risk 

Help us to reach out to help. Help us to show others the forgiveness  

That you show to us. Amen. 

 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES                                                                  Video or skit 

READING AND MEDITATIONS                                        Mark 2:1-12 and Leviticus 25 
 

Mark 2:1-12 from the Compassion Camp curriculum by Illustrated Ministry 
One day Jesus visited someone’s home. Everyone heard he was there. They were so ex-

cited to see him because they’d heard he healed and helped people be a part of their com-

munities again. A friend who was paralyzed had his friends take him to see Jesus.  
When the group got there, it was so crowded. There was no way to get to Jesus through 

all the people. They had an idea! They climbed up onto the roof of the house and made a 

hole in the roof above where Jesus was. Then they lowered their friend into the room. 

When Jesus saw their faith, he was encouraged. He told their friend:  

 
“I see you and love you. You are made whole for your community.  

Your sins are forgiven.”  
 

Some temple leaders called scribes were watching Jesus. When they heard him say this to 

the friend who was paralyzed they were angry. They thought to themselves: Who does 

Jesus think he is? Only God can say these things!  

Jesus could tell the scribes disagreed with him, so he said to them: “I know what you’re 

thinking right now. But what’s easier? To say, “I see you and love you” or, “Get up and 

walk”? I’ll show you that it’s possible to do both!”  

With compassion, Jesus turned to the friend who was paralyzed and said: “Get up, pick 

Leviticus 25 as from the Compassion Camp curriculum by Illustrated Ministry 
 

The people of Israel journeyed through the vast wilderness for many years. Finally, they 
arrived at Mt. Sinai where they rested. God gave instructions to their leader,  Moses, for 

their life together in this new land. These were the things God said:  

 

In this land, we will practice sabbath together. This will happen not only on the    sev-

enth day but on the seventh year. For six years, we will do our regular work and plant 
seeds, we’ll grow, prune and harvest fruits. But, in the seventh year, we’ll let the land 

rest. Even the land needs peace and quiet. Everyone will be able to harvest and eat what-

ever the land gives us in that seventh year.  
 

In the fiftieth year, we will celebrate Jubilee together. This will be like the sabbath every 

seven years, where we’ll let the land rest. It will be a fresh start for the whole communi-

ty: the land and the people, and everyone will go to their own homes and be together in 

joy. It is a holy time, and we will be fed and nourished by whatever the land gives us.  
 

In this time we will respond with justice by giving fresh starts. This means that we will 

be fair and honest to one another. We will take care of those who are sick, alone, old, or 

need help. We will welcome people who are from different countries, and they will be 
like family. We will work for people’s freedom. We will all work together to help every-

one rest and rejoice in God’s abundance. I will bless the land during this year so you do 

not have to work the land. I promise we will all be fed and nourished by the land’s gifts. 
 

ANTHEM         “May You Be Shown Compassion”    led by Annabel Stavey 

May we be filled with compassion. May we be filled up to the top of our hearts 

When we have the power to make something right. May we show, God’s love. 

May we be shown compassion. May we be found in the center of peace 

When we have needs that others can meet. May we find God’s love.   

 

PASTORAL RITE      Blessing Backpacks and Bags 

 
“Child of God, this school year, may you be curious and kind, gentle and strong,  

brave and loving.  May this tag on your bag be blessed to remind you  
that you are loved, to be kind, and to be you.”   

God of fresh starts and new beginnings, we bring ourselves, our big feelings, and our 

backpacks to you. Last year was different from what we expected. We couldn’t see our 
friends or play on playgrounds, we learned at home, in masks six feet apart, or both. 

In all these changes, we may have felt sad and alone. God, our friend who comforts us, 

hold us close and wipe our tears. In our backpacks, we carry blank pages, sharpened 



pencils, and pointy crayons, and in our hearts, we carry big feelings, unanswered   ques-
tions, and hopeful expectations. There are endless possibilities of what this new year 

might bring— of what we might learn, who we might meet, and who we might become. 
God, our friend who is always with us, be with us through it all. Be with us as we travel 

to school, and protect us as we walk through the doors, and bless this journey into some-

thing new. For the grown-ups going back to school, be with them too. Thank you for our 
teachers, helpers, caregivers, leaders, and parents, for all they do to help us learn and 

grow. God, fill their hearts and bless their hands. Amen.  

 
*NICENE CREED 

 
Please rise and join together in saying the Nicene Creed. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;  

 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

and became truly human. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Fa-

ther and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 

 

COMMUNION LITURGY AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly right and our greatest joy... to give you thanks and praise, eternal and triune 
God, whom we worship as Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit. In Jesus Christ you spoke the 

word that brought the world into being. By the Holy Spirit you brought order out of chaos 
and breathed life into your creatures.  

 
In parental love, you stood by us in spite of our disobedience, correcting us with gracious       

re-proof, and welcoming us again into your loving embrace.  

 
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. You sent 
your only-child, ito be for us the way, the truth, and the life. Revealing your compassion and 

love, Jesus walked alongside those who suffered, healed those in need, and wept in sadness at 
our human loss.  

 
Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, we take from your creation this bread and 
this cup and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising, as we await the day of his coming. With 

thanksgiving we offer our very selves to you to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to 
your service.  

 

Holy God, creator of heaven and earth and lover of our souls… 
...Empower us to pray as Christ taught us, saying  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come, they will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debt-

ors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,  

for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory   forever.  Amen.  

 

COMMUNION HYMN   “For Everyone Born”                                          #769 

 
For everyone born, a place at the table, for everyone born, clean water and bread,  

A shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, for everyone born, a star overhead, And  

God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace:  
Yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy! 

 
For woman and man, a place at the table, revising the roles,  

deciding the share, With wisdom and grace, dividing the power, 

for woman and man, a system that's fair, And God will delight  



when we are creators of justice and joy,  compassion and peace:  
Yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy! 

 
For young and for old, a place at the table, a voice to be heard,  

a part in the song, The hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, for young  

and for old, the right to belong, And God will delight when we are creators 
of justice and joy, compassion and peace: Yes, God will delight  when we are  

creators of justice, justice and joy! 

 

For just and unjust, a place at the table, abuser, abused,  

with need to forgive, In anger, in hurt, a mindset of mercy, 
for just and unjust, a new way to live, And God will delight  

when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace: Yes, God  

will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy! 

 

For everyone born, a place at the table, to live without fear, and simply to be,  

To work, to speak out, to witness and worship, for everyone born,  
the right to be free, And God will delight when we are creators 

of justice and joy, compassion and peace: Yes, God will delight  
when we are creators of justice, justice and joy! 

 

MOMENT FOR MISSION                                                                       VBS Service Packs 

 

GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 

In freedom and joy, let us present the offerings of our lives to the Lord. You may choose 
to give by dropping off your offering in the plate as you exit worship in the sanctuary, or 

by mailing your offerings to the church, or giving online.  Your gifts maintain our minis-
tries, and make it possible to help others in need. 

If you know of someone in need—physical, financial, emotional or spiritual…especially 

if it is yourself, please speak with our pastor or the elder for Congregational Care, Mary 
Henry.   

 

*Doxology        “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”                      Video 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. Praise God, all creations high and low.  
Praise God above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER                              

*HYMN OF SENDING      “Jesus Loves Me This I Know”                                       #188 
Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. Little ones to him belong. 

They are weak, but he is strong. Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

 

Jesus loves me! This I know, as he loved so long ago, taking children on his knee, 
saying, "Let them come to me." Yes, Jesus loves me! 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

 
* PASSING THE PEACE, CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   

“The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be  
gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.”  

 

*POSTLUDE                          


