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CALL TO WORSHIP 

Blessed be the name of the Lord our God 

 who redeems us from sin and from death 

For us and for our salvation Christ became obedient unto death,  

even death on a cross. 

 Blessed be the name of the Lord.  

Let us pray: Merciful God, you gave your Son to suffer the shame of the cross.  Save 

us from hardness of heart, that, seeing him who died for us, we may repent, confess 

our sin, and receive your overflowing love, in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Almighty God, look with mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was 
willing to be betrayed and to be given over to the hands of sinners and to suffer death on 

the cross.  Help us to hear, to receive, and to tell his story.  Amen.   
 

*HYMN         “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence,” vs 1-2            #347 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand Christ our  God to earth 

descendeth, our full homage to demand. 

 
King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, 

Lord of lords, in human vesture, in the body and the blood, 
He will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food. 

 

READING                                                                                              Isaiah 52:13-15, 53:3-12 
 

SOLEMN INTERCESSIONS 

Dear People of God, the Lord sent Jesus into the world not to condemn the world, but 
that the world through him might be saved, that all who believe in him might be delivered 

from the power of sin and death and become heirs with him of eternal life.  
 

Let us pray in silence for Christ’s church throughout the world, for it’s unity and service, 

for all church leaders, for the people of this Presbytery and all Christians: may God con-
firm the church in faith, increase it’s love, and preserve it’s peace.   (significant silence) 

 
Let us pray for all nations and peoples of the earth, and for those in authority: for Joe 

Biden, the President of the United States, and the Congress and Supreme Court, for the 

members of the United Nations and all who serve the common good.  May they seek jus-
tice and truth and live in peace. (significant silence) 

Let us pray for all who suffer in body or mind, for the hungry and homeless, for the desti-

tute and oppressed, for all who suffer from addiction or persecution, for the sorrowful and 
bereaved, for prisoners and captives, for those in mortal danger and fleeing violence: may 

God comfort and relieve them, and stir up in us the will and patience to minister to their 
needs. (significant silence) 

 

Finally, let us commit ourselves to God and pray for the grace to live a holy life, that with 

all those who have died in the peace of Christ and those whose faith is known to God 

alone, we too may be found worthy to enter the fullness of the joy of the Lord and join 
him in the resurrection.  (significant silence).   

 



Let us pray together for all those things which Christ instructs us to pray, saying 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.  

 

ANTHEM                      “My Dying Lord”                                                   Choir 
 

READING                                                                                                Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

 
*HYMN             “My Song is Love Unknown” vs 1,2, 4                                                    #209  

My song is love unknown, my Savior's love to me,  

love to the loveless shown that they might lovely be.  
O who am I that for my sake my Lord should take frail flesh, and die? 

 
He came from heaven’s throne salvation to bestow;  

the world that was his own would not its Savior know.  

But O my Friend, my Friend indeed, who at my need his life did spend! 
 

Unheeding, we will have our dear Lord made away, a murderer to save, 

the prince of life to slay. Yet steadfast he to suffering goes, 
that he his foes from thence might free. 

 
READING                                                                                                                 John 18:1-14 

 

HYMN                                “This is the Night,” vs 1-2, 4-5                                                   #206 
This is the night, dear friends, the night for weeping,  

when powers of darkness overcome the day,  
The night the faithful mourn the weight of evil whereby our sins the Son of Man betray. 

 

This night the traitor, wolf within the sheepfold,  
betrays himself into his victim’s will, 

The Lamb of God for sacrifice preparing:  

sin brings about the cure for sin’s own ill. 
 

This night the Lord by slaves shall be arrested,  
he who destroys our slavery  to sin;  

Accused of crime, to criminals be given,  

that judgment on the righteous Judge begin. 

O make us sharers, Savior, of your Passion,  
that we may share your glory that shall be;  

Let us pass through these three dark nights of sorrow  
to Easter’s laughter and its liberty. 

 

READING                                                                                                             John 18:28-38 
 

*HYMN                       “Ah, Holy Jesus,” vs. 1, 4, & 5                                                       #218 

Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended, that we to judge thee have in that pretended? By 
foes derided, by thing own rejected, O most afflicted! 

 
For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation,  

thy mortal sorrow, and thy life’s oblation,  

Thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion, for my salvation. 
 

Therefore, kind Jesus, since I cannot pay thee, I do adore thee, and will ever pray thee, 

Think on thy pity and thy love unswerving,  
not my deserving. 

 
READING                                                                                                                John 19:1-18 

 

ANTHEM           “When I Survey The Wondrous Cross”                                                Choir 
 

READING                                                                                                                      Psalm 22 

 
*HYMN     “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me,” vs. 1-3                                            #438 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in thee.  
Let the water and the blood from thy wounded side which flowed  

be of sin the double cure, cleanse from guilt and make me pure. 

 
Not the labors of my hands can fulfill thy law’s demands.  

Could my zeal no respite know, could my tears forever flow,  
all for sin could not atone. Thou must save, and thou alone. 

 

Nothing in my hand I bring; simply to thy cross I cling;  
naked, come to thee for dress, helpless, look to thee for grace;  

foul, I to the fountain fly; wash me, Savior, or I die. 

 
READING                                                                                              John 19:23-30 

 



HYMN                             “Go to Dark Gethsemane,” vs. 1-3                                            #220 
Go to dark Gethsemane,  all who feel the tempter’s power;  

your Redeemer’s conflict see; watch with him one bitter hour; 
turn not from his griefs away; learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

 

Follow to the judgment hall; view the Lord of life arraigned;  
O the wormwood and the gall! O the pangs his soul sustained! 

Shun not suffering, shame, or loss; learn from him to bear the cross. 

 
Calvary’s mournful mountain climb; there, adoring at his feet, 

mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete; 
“It is finished!” hear him cry; learn from Jesus Christ to die. 

 

SOLEMN REPROACHES OF THE CROSS 
The cross that held the savior of the world.  

Holy God, holy and mighty,  

Holy immortal one, have mercy on us. 

 

O my people, O my church, why have you forsaken me? What have I done to you, or in 
what have I offended you? Answer me!  

 
I led you from the land of Egypt, delivered you from captivity and led you through the 

waters of baptism, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

 

I led you through the desert forty years, fed you manna from heaven, and water from 

the rock, I brought you through trial and tribulation and gave you my body as bread, but 
you have prepared a cross for your Savior.  

Lord, have mercy on us. 

 

What more could I have done for you that I have not done? I claimed you as my family, 

as branches of my vine, but you cut off my chosen ones and spill innocent blood. You 
mocked me and cast lots for my clothes, and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.  

Lord, have mercy on us. 

 

I went before you in a pillar of cloud in the wilderness, and you led me to the judgement 

hall of Pilate. I scourged your enemies and brought you to the land of freedom, but you 

have scourged and  beaten me.  I gave you the water of salvation but you gave me gall 
and left me to thirst, and you have prepared a cross for your savior. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

I spoke to you my Word, the promise of love for all, but you silence my prophets and 
refuse to hear my voice. I gave you the keys to the kingdom, and you gave me a crown 

of thorns. You have prepared a cross for your savior. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

 
I came to be your light, to overcome darkness, but you choose to remain in the shad-

ows, hiding your light from the world, and you have prepared a cross for your savior.  

Lord, have mercy on us. Amen. 

 

READING                                                                                                           John 19:31-37 

 
HYMN                                    “Were You There,” vs 3 & 5                                             #228 

Were you there when they pierced him in the side?  
(Were you there?) Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
(Were you there?) 

 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  
(Were you there?) 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  

(Were you there?) 
 

READING                                                                                                           John 19:38-42 
 

PROCLAMATION 

It is finished.  Our Lord is in the tomb.   
Return to your homes in somber silence.  

 

EXIT IN SILENCE 
 


