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PREWORSHIP MUSIC     “Lift Up your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”  

PRELUDE  “Light one Candle to watch for Messiah” vs 1 2x  

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

      1. Advent opportunities: Book Study, Calendar 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE AND CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

We pray with hope, longing to hear the Spirit speaking,   
Longing to hear that  

the people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

 on them light has shined.  

God of hope, thank you for your promises.  
Help us to look for your light in the darkness.  
God is with us, wherever we might be. May we faithfully serve the Living God.  
~Candle is lit~  

Please rise in body or spirit for our Song of Praise 

 
*SONG OF PRAISE       “O Come O Come Emmanuel” Vs 1 –2                               Live 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of  God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily: 

to us the path of  knowledge show; and teach us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH AND HANGING OF CHRISMONS     
            Brief Statement of Faith 11.1 

 
Please remain standing and join with me in sharing what we believe, as adapted from 

the Brief Statement of Faith. 
 

In life and in death we belong to God.  

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  

we trust in one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,  

whom alone we worship and serve.  

 

You may be seated. Chrismons are not just pretty decorations for our sanctuary tree.  

They are symbols of our faith and what we believe, reminders of the salvation story.   
Today we hang these Chrismons as an affirmation of our faith.  
 



The Chi-Ro is the best known Chrismon, and the oldest monogram for Christ.  
Comprised of two Greek letters intertwined, the Chi written like and X and the 

Ro written atop as a capital P, they stand for the word “christos” in Greek.  The 
earliest believers could not use a cross openly, as it was too fresh a symbol of 

humiliation and death, and so they wrote the monogram Chi-Ro.  We continue to 
use the Chi symbol today    every time we write X—Mas; Christ will always be the 

heart of Christmas. 
 
The Triquetra and Circle intertwined represent the Holy Trinity in eternity; 

eternally triune, eternally one!  The shape itself is never ending, represented 
here in pearl and gold beads, precious and valuable.   

 
Finally, the Butterfly, ancient symbol of resurrection, transformation, and 

new life, here reminds us that the Christ died and lived again, bodily resur-
rected and yet transformed, as so shall we be in the final resurrection of all 
believers.   

 

Encouraged by these reminders in the faith, let all God’s people say, Amen.  

 
CALL TO CONFESSION AND CONFESSION 

 
Wonderful Counselor, we confess that we stumble along, uncertain and unsteady in 
these unsettled days, reaching out for something familiar, worrying what might be 

around the next bend, failing to trust that you dawn will reveal your work out of the 

darkness.  God of Hope, come help us now.   

 
Mighty God, you call us to live with hope even when we cannot see hope. You call 
us to wait for your coming, even when we are impatient. You call us to pray, and to 

be an answer to prayer, even in the midst of opposition. God of Hope, come help us 

now.   

 

Prince of Peace, we confess that we tend to give in to the other voices, offering power 
and prosperity if only we will turn away from you. And we admit that we often find 

it easier to hide our faith, to keep it private and not to rock the boat.  God of Hope, 

come help us now.   

 

 

Everlasting Father, we confess that we pray for your light to shine, even as we prefer 
to keep some things in the shadows. We give in to those who want us to keep quiet 

so they  can be comfortable with injustice, and so we are complicit. God of Hope, 

come help us now. 

 

HYMN OF FORGIVENESS    “This is Our God”                                   (vs. 1 & chorus) 
 

A Refuge for the poor. A Shelter from the storm. This is our God. 

He will wipe away your tears. And return your wasted years. 
This is our God. So call upon His name. He is mighty to save, this is our God. 

 
This is the One we have waited for. This is the One we have waited for. 

This is the One we have waited for. Jesus, Lord and Savior. This is our God. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 
God's power is unlike any we know. By Christ’s life and death, we are forgiven and 

freed, by the Holy Spirit, we are prepared for God’s coming again in the flesh. Hear 
the good news. In Jesus Christ you are forgiven, thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES                                Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell 
 

READING                                                                                                           Isaiah 9:1-7 

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time he 

brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter 

time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 

the nations. 

2 [b] The people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

    on them light has shined. 
3 You have multiplied the nation, 

    you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you 

    as with joy at the harvest, 
    as people exult when dividing plunder. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%209%3A1-7&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-17832b


4 For the yoke of their burden, 

    and the bar across their shoulders, 

    the rod of their oppressor, 
    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

    and all the garments rolled in blood 
    shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For a child has been born for us, 

a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 His authority shall grow continually, 

    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
 

SERMON          Rev. Cameron Highsmith 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

God of deliverance, You promised a child born for us, with authority resting upon 

his shoulders; a son named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.  You promised that his authority would grow continually, and there 

will be endless peace.  God of Hope, come help us now. 

 

Rescue us from the boots of tramping warriors and anything that separates us from 
worshiping you. Open our eyes to your great light, and enable our resistence to the 

lies of this world. God of Hope, come help us now.  

 
Faithful God, your promises stand unshaken through all generations. Renew in us 

hope,  that we may welcome Christ to rule our thoughts, and guide our hands. We  

pray for all who are sick or suffering, the growing numbers of hungry and  

impoverished in our world, and those who are losing faith. God of Hope, come 

help us now. 

 

Strengthen us, O God, to bring good news to the poor, understanding to the  
uncertain, calm to the anxious, and to loose all the chains that bind. Empower us 

to claim your  blessing for all people, especially our loved ones, and our enemies, 

and those we  overlook. God of Hope, come help us now. 

 

Lord, hear us as we pray as Jesus taught us, saying,  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, they 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and      

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory 

forever. Amen.  

 

GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 
 

All that we have is a gift from God. We offer ourselves and our gifts to God, in 

gratitude for God’s faithfulness to us. May our offerings be a reminder of God's 
amazing generosity, and may they be for others a blessing that opens the way of 

abundant life.  You may give by leaving an offering in the plate as you exit the 
sanctuary, or by giving online through our webpage. 

 
If you find yourself in need—physical, mental, or spiritual—please tell our elder 
for Congregational Care, Mary Henry, or our Pastor Marie.   

 

DOXOLOGY                                 “Advent Doxology”                  Video 
 

Glory in the highest heaven, to the Father and the Son,  
And the Spirit he has given, hallowed be the three in one. 

 
 

 



PRAYER & PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 

Please “pass the peace” in a phone call, letter, or text, saying to someone else,   

 “May the Peace of Christ be with you.”  “And also with you.” 

 
HYMN OF SENDING      “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”                                #82 

 
Come, thou long expected Jesus Born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee 

Israel's Strength and Consolation Hope of all the earth Thou art; 
Dear Desire of every nation Joy of every longing heart 

 
Born Thy people to deliver Born a child and yet a King 

Born to reign in us forever Now Thy gracious kingdom bring 
By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all sufficient merit Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

 
“The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be  

gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” 
 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                              

 


