
CELEBRATING THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD  

January 8, 2023 

Park Hill Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) 

3520 JFK Blvd.  North Little Rock AR  

501-753-9533 * parkhillpres@gmail.com * parkhillpres.org 

 

Welcome & Announcements                                   Liz Terrell 
 

Welcome from the Pastor                    

 

Prelude                                                   Br. Andee Book, OPA 

 

 

*Call to Worship                                                                 Liz Terrell 
Come, gather together like those who sat at Jesus’ feet so many years 

ago. 

We gather with joy, for we too want to be Disciples of Christ. 

I tell you, Christ is here with us, calling us now to life and love. 

Let us praise God for bringing us together, and coming to us in Je-

sus Christ. Amen. 

 

*Opening Prayer                                             Liz Terrell (In Unison)  

Creator God, our soul’s delight, your voice thunders over the wa-

ters, liberating the future from the past. In the Spirit’s power and 

the waters of rebirth, Jesus was declared your blessed and beloved 

Son; may we recall our baptism and be disciples of the Anointed 

One. Amen.                                          

*Opening Song of  Praise         #664               “Morning Has Broken” 

Call to Confession                                                                 Liz Terrell 

Prayer of  Confession 

God of creation, we confess that we have not sought your will in our 

lives. We adore the high and mighty and ignore the poor. We act 

with prejudice and fail to show respect to all. We act with partiality 

and show love for some and disdain for others. Forgive us, God of 

grace. Pour out the power of your Holy Spirit and renew us in our 

calling to show the wonder of your love through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Hear us now as we silently confess the sins of our daily lives… 

 

 



Assurance of  Pardon                               Pastor Carl McCormack 

Friends, believe and proclaim the glorious news of  the  

gospel:  

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

*Gloria Patri                                                                           #581 

 

Prayer for Illumination                        Liz Terrell (Congregation) 

Overwhelm us with your Spirit, O God, that the words we 

hear will speak to our hearts as your Word, made known 

to us in Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

 

First Scripture Reading          Isaiah 42:1-9                  Liz Terrell 

42 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom 

my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring 

forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry or lift up his 

voice, or make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will 

not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he 

will faithfully bring forth justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be 

crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the 

coastlands wait for his teaching. 5 Thus says God, the LORD, 

who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread 

out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the 

people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6 I am the 

LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken you by 

the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the 

people, a light to the nations, 7 to open the eyes that are blind, 

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison  

those who sit in darkness. 8 I am the LORD, that is my name; 

my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9 See, the 

former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, I tell you of  them. 

 

Second Scripture Reading         Acts 10:34-43                Liz Terrell 

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand 

that God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone 

who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 

You know the message he sent to the people of  Israel, preach-

ing peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of  all. 37 That message 

spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the bap-

tism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of  

Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 

about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 

devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that 

he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death 

by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the third 

day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to 

us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and 

drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He command-

ed us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 

ordained by God as judge of  the living and the dead. 43 All 

the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 

him receives forgiveness of  sins through his name.” 

 

The word of  the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 



Gospel Reading       Matthew 3:13-17        Pastor Carl McCormack 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 

baptized by him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I 

need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”  

15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper 

for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consent-

ed. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 

from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and 

he saw the Spirit of  God descending like a dove and alighting 

on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the 

Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 

The gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon      “Come on in, the water’s fine”     Pastor Carl McCormack 

 

Song of  Commitment                                                                 #475 

“Come, Thou Fount Of Every Blessing” 

 
Ordination & Installation of  Church Officers (SEE INSERT) 

 

Stewardship Moment 

Offering/Offertory                                       Br. Andee Book, OPA 

*Doxology                                                                                 #609 

*Prayer of  Dedication 

*Sending Song                #69               “I, The Lord Of  Sea And Sky”  

*Benediction & Charge 

Postlude                                                       Br. Andee Book, OPA 

 

Assisting in Worship: 

Pastor Carl McCormick 

Liz Terrell, as Liturgist 

Cindy Witherspoon-Allen, as Greeter 

John & Bobbi Lierly, as Ushers 

Br. Andee Book, OPA, as Guest Organist 

Tamara Boggs, as Audio/Visual Technician 

Kay Johnston, Administrative Assistant 



PRAYER NOTES— 

Recent: Bill and Pat Bond; Jack & Ann McCollum;  

Continued prayers for: Claire Caldwell; Ed Caldwell; Pat Clark; 

Wendell Phillips; LaVonne Smith; Jesse Macom-Teague;  

Continued prayers for friends of the church: Brandi Johnston;  

Amber & Ronnie Mize (Liz & Phil Terrell); Stephanie Phillips (Gail 

& Wendell Phillips’ Daughter-In-Law)  

Prayers for those in home confinement: Ann Cother; Bunn Falls 

(Johnson County Health & Rehab, Clarksville); LeMoyne Jones (AR 

State Veterans Home); Willette Lollar (Presbyterian Village); Steve 

Pollard (VA Hospital); David Rennie; 

Continued prayers for those in grief: Please pray for the  

anniversaries of  all those who have passed. 

From Jane Doty - 

Prayers Of Thanksgiving: Jack Osborne and his family expresses their 

gratitude and thanks to Parkhill for your prayers and support during his 

treatments. His PET scan is clear and there is no sign of  cancer! 

And I want to also thank everyone for their prayers for my family. My 

stepdad is home and back to normal activities and both of  my sisters are 

recovering well from their surgeries. 

 

*Please contact the church office if  you need someone placed on or 

off  of  the prayer notes. Thank you. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sun. 01/08— Baptism of the Lord 

9:45am—Sunday School 

11amWorship online & in-sanctuary Pastor Carl  

Mon. 01/09 

10:30am—Monday Morning Prayer Group—Conference Room 

6:30pm—Arkansas Scottish Dance Society—Steen Hall 

Tues. 01/10—Presbyterian Women—Shut-In Visits (depending on 

weather) 

Wed. 01/11 

10am—Mission Committee Meeting—Parlor 

11:30am—Caregivers Meeting—Panera Bread– McCain Blvd. 

4:30pm—Bell Choir 

Thurs. 01/12  

Fri. 01/13 

No Arkansas Country Dance Society 

Sat. 01/14 

Sun. 01/15— 2nd Sunday After Epiphany 

9:45am—Sunday School 

11am—Worship online & in-sanctuary Pastor Carl  

 


