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PREWORSHIP MUSIC                  Video 
 

PRELUDE   “What Child Is This?”     Annabel Stavey 

 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

      1. Public sale for Dicken’s Village 
      2. Service of Lessons and Carols 

      3. READING: John 1:1-14  

*LITANY FOR CHRISTMAS  

The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. Glory to you, O Lord!  

Jesus, Son of the Living God, splendor of the Father, Glory to you, O Lord!  

Jesus, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Prince of Peace, Glory to you, O Lord!  

Jesus, Good Shepherd, protector of the poor, treasure of the faithful, Glory to you, O Lord!  

Christ is born, give him Glory!  Christ is now on earth—exalt him!  Sing O Earth, sing to the 

Lord, for your redeemer has come! 
 

*CAROL OF PRAISE         “Joy To The World” vs 1, 3                       #134 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her king; let every heart prepare him room, 

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,  

and heaven and heaven and nature sing. 
No more let sin and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;  

he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found,  

far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.   
 

READING   Gen. 3:8-15, 17-19 “Sin’s Consequence”  
They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening 

breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among 

the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are 

you?” 10 He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 

naked; and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten 

from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom 

you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God 
said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?”  

The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.”  

 
17 And to the man he said, “Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and have 

eaten of the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ 
cursed is the ground because of you;  in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; 
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. 
19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread until you return to the ground, for out of it 

you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION AND CONFESSION 

We brought sin into the world through disobedience, but God has shed on us the new light of 
the Incarnate Word. In this light of hope, let us confess our sins together, saying, Light of the 

world, forgive us.  

God of grace, in Jesus you came as light shining in the darkness.  We confess that we do not 

welcome the light, nor trust good news to be good.  Light of the world, forgive us. 



We have closed our eyes to the glory in our midst, expecting little and hoping for less,  

we refuse to go and see this new thing that has happened. Light of the world, forgive us.   

Pardon our doubt, and renew our hope, so we may receive the fullness of your grace, 

adore the incarnate word, and live in light of Christ.  Light of the world, forgive us. 

 

CAROL OF FORGIVENESS     “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” v 1, 4           #88 

O come, o come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  
that mourns in lonely exile here until the son of God appear.   

Rejoice! Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel. 
O come thou Root of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny;  

from depths of hell thy people save and give them victory o’er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON            Genesis 22:15-18 “Promise of Blessing” 
Friends, hear the good news! Our God provides blessing for the whole earth through his 

promise to Abraham to choose and bless a people.  As God spoke in Genesis 22:15-18:  
15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16 and said,  
‘By myself I have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not 

withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will indeed bless you, and I will make your off-

spring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And 
your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, 18 and by your offspring shall all 

the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my 
voice.’  

 

Friends, hear the good news: the all powerful and unseen God has entered the world 
and brightened weary hearts with light and peace.  It is in Christ we are forgiven.  

Thanks be to God.  Amen! 

 

CAROL OF JOY   “O Come, All Ye Faithful” vs 1, 3          #133 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come and behold him, born the King of Angels,  

O Come let us adore him, O come let us adore him, o come let us adore him, Christ the 
Lord! 

Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  
Glory to God, all glory in the highest!  

O Come let us adore him, O come let us adore him, o come let us adore him, Christ the 

Lord! 
READING  Isaiah 11:1-6 “Promise of Redemption and Restoration” 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.  

3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide by what his ears hear; 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and 

decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be 

the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6 The wolf shall live 

with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fat-
ling together, and a little child shall lead them. 

 

CAROL OF HOPE  “Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming” James Mainard O’Connell 
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung, of Jesse’s lineage coming,  

by faithful prophets sung.  It came a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter,  
when half spent was the night. 

Isaiah t’was foretold it, the rose I have in mind; with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother 

kind.  To show God’s love aright, she bore for us a savior when half spent was the night.       
    

READING      Luke 1:26-35, 38 “God’s angel appears to Mary”  
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of Da-

vid. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured 
one! The Lord is with you.’ 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 

what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for 

you have found favour with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son 

of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 
33He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end.’ 34Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ 35The angel said 

to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will over-
shadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 
38Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 

your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.  
 

CAROL OF PRAISE “My Soul Gives Glory to My God”    Annabel Stavey 
My soul give glory to my God, my heart pours out its praise.   

God lifted up my lowliness in many marvelous ways. 

From age to age to all who fear, such mercy love imparts,  
dispensing justice far and near, dismissing selfish hearts. 

Love casts the mighty from their thrones, promotes the insecure,  

leaves hungry spirits satisfied; the rich seem suddenly poor.  
Praise God, whose loving covenant supports those in distress,  

remembering past promises with present faithfulness.  
 



TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES                                  Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell 
 

READING    Luke 2:1-7 (CEB) “God’s promise comes to pass” 
In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughout the empire should be 

enrolled in the tax lists. 2 This first enrollment occurred when Quirinius governed Syria.  
3 Everyone went to their own cities to be enrolled. 4 Since Joseph belonged to David’s 
house and family line, he went up from the city of Nazareth in Galilee to David’s city, 

called Bethlehem, in Judea. 5 He went to be enrolled together with Mary, who was prom-

ised to him in marriage and who was pregnant. 6 While they were there, the time came 
for Mary to have her baby. 7 She gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, wrapped him 

snugly, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the guestroom.  
 

CAROL OF HOPE    “Once in Royal David’s City” v 1, 3- 4     Annabel Stavey 

Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, where a mother laid her baby in a man-
ger for his bed; Mary was that mother mild; Jesus Christ, her little child. 

Jesus is our childhood’s pattern, day by day like us he grew;  

he was little, weak and helpless; tears and smiles like us he knew;  
and he feels for all our sadness, and he shares in all our gladness. 

And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love;  
for that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above;  

and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone. 

 
READING    Luke 2:8-16 “Good news comes to the edges of society” 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 

by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 

see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for 

you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13And sud-

denly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and say-
ing, 14‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he         

favours!’ 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 

the Lord has made known to us.’ 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 

and the child lying in the manger.  
 

CAROL OF PROMISE         “The First Noel” vs 1 & 6    Tamara Boggs 

The first Nowell the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay,  
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.   

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel. 
Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 

That hath made heaven and earth of naught, and with his blood our life hath bought.  
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel. 

 
READING    John 1:1-8, 19-34, “Witness to the Word” 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was 

life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the      

darkness did not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to   

testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world.  19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent 

priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and 
did not deny it but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What 

then? Are you  Elijah?”    

 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 

 
22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. 

What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 

wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said.  
 
24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you 

baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 
 
26John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do 
not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
29The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me 

comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not 
know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed 

to Israel.” 
32And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it re-
mained on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with 

water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who 

baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is 
the Son of God.”                    



HOMILY           Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell 
 

CAROL OF PRAISE  “Go Tell it On the Mountain”    #136 
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;  

go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

While shepherds kept their watching over silent flocks by night,  
behold throughout the heavens, there shone a holy light.   

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;  

go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! Above the earth  

rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. 
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;  

go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

Down in a lowly manger, the humble Christ was born,  
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. 

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere;  

go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                inspired by Terri Ott and Presbyterians Today 

Let us pray for ourselves and the world, saying "Come, let us adore him." 

We adore you, Savior God, Root of Jesse, Ruler of Nations, Newborn King. We pray for 
those most vulnerable in our society: children, and the very old, the sick, the marginal-

ized, the abused, the unemployed, the poor and homeless. We pray for those who are 

bone-weary from work, those who feel helpless and hopeless. Empower and encourage 

them by your Spirit, O God. Come, let us adore him. 

We adore you, Savior God, for entering our world and experiencing our humanity, for 
redeeming and sustaining and understanding us. We pray for the misunderstood, for the 

angry and those who experience injustice. We pray for the victims of violence and for 

those who use violence. Prince of Peace, please heal us and help us create your peace and 

justice. Come, let us adore him. 

We adore you, Savior God, for the way you still come in mystery and in might. Enter 
our joy and our pain, help us learn gratitude. May our lives be gifts of praise to you. May 

our Christmas joy turn us to each other with compassion, respect and kindness. May we 

be clothed in dignity and love as you love us. Come, let us adore him.  

Holy and astounding God, we have seen the light of your glory and celebrated your love 

born again. Help us bear witness to Christ in our lives and in our prayers. Help us to pray 
as Christ taught us saying together,  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, they will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and  forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.  

 

GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 

We offer ourselves and our gifts to God, in gratitude for God’s faithfulness to us. May our 

offerings be a reminder of God's amazing generosity, and may they be for others a blessing 
that opens the way of abundant life.  You may give by leaving an offering in the plate as 

you exit the sanctuary, or by giving online through our webpage. 
If you find yourself in need—physical, mental, or spiritual—please tell our elder for Con-

gregational Care, Mary Henry, or our Pastor Marie.   

 
*DOXOLOGY                             “Doxology”                         organ #607 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Christ all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit ever more, praise Triune God whom we adore.  Amen. 

 

*PRAYER & PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please “pass the peace” in a phone call, letter, or text, saying to someone else,   

 “May the Peace of Christ be with you.”  “And also with you.” 

 
*HYMN OF SENDING       “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” vs 1, 3          #119 

Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king.  

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinner reconciled!”  
Joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ 

is born in Bethlehem!”  Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  Hail the sun of righteousness!  Light and life to all he 

brings, risen with healing in his wings. Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may 

die, born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.   
Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 

 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

“The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be  

gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” 
 

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                              

 
 


