
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

March 5, 2023 

Park Hill Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) 

3520 JFK Blvd.  North Little Rock AR  
501-753-9533 * parkhillpres@gmail.com * parkhillpres.org 

 
Welcome & Announcements                                                               Stephanie Gilcrest 
 

Welcome from the Pastor                    
 

Prelude                                                                                            Br. Andee Book, OPA 
 

*Call to Worship                                                                                   Stephanie Gilcrest 
Now is the time to awaken to the presence of God the Eternal Spirit. 

Now is the time to come alive with our songs of praise. 

Today we open ourselves to the power of the Spirit in our lives. 

Today we extend our hands in caring toward humanity. 

We do all this because we have responded to the ministry and message of Jesus 

Christ, whose people we are. 

 

*Opening Prayer                                                                   Stephanie Gilcrest (In Unison)  

O God, let your Spirit blow free and strong among us.  Let the mystery of your 

Spirit blow like the wind through our hearts and souls.  Let it blow a word of un-

derstanding to enlarge our vision.  Let it blow a word of peace to calm our fears.  

Let it blow a word of hope to give us courage.  Let it blow new birth to give us 

eternal life, through Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

 
*Opening Song of Praise                           #32             “I Sing The Mighty Power Of God” 

 
Call to Confession                                                                                     Stephanie Gilcrest 

 
Prayer of Confession 

Gracious God, Creator and Redeemer, in reverence we bow before you, giving 

thanks for your love and seeking your grace.  Humbly we acknowledge that you 

have blessed us and called us to be your servants in the world. Yet we confess that 

we have hoarded more than our share of the world’s wealth;  that in silence we 

have consented to the oppression of our sisters and brothers;  that we have failed to 

witness, by word and action, to the liberating truth of Jesus Christ.  In Christ’s 

name, forgive us and grant us a new birth of spirit, that we may be your instru-

ments of oneness and of joy, of healing and of peace.   Hear us now as we silently 

confess the sins of our daily lives. . . 

 
Assurance of Pardon                                                                                            Pastor Carl  

 

Friends, believe and proclaim the good news of the gospel:  

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

*Sharing The Peace Of Christ 
 

Prayer for Illumination                                                   Stephanie Gilcrest (Congregation) 

O God, by your Holy Spirit tell us what we need to hear and show us what we 

ought to to do to obey Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 

First Scripture Reading              Genesis 12:1-4                                      Stephanie Gilcrest 
12 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and 

I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will  



bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told 

him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed 
from Haran. 

 
The Psalm                     Psalm 121                                                        Stephanie Gilcrest 

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills—from where will my help come? 2 My help comes 

from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 3 He will not let your foot be moved; 

he who keeps you will not slumber. 4 He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor 

sleep. 5 The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 6 The 

sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 7 The LORD will keep you 

from all evil; he will keep your life. 8 The LORD will keep your going out and your 

coming in from this time on and forevermore. 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Reading                                         John 3:1-17                                    Pastor Carl 

3 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to 

Jesusa by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence 

of God.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the king-

dom of God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can 

anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 

mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can 

enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born 

of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished 

that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it 

chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from 

or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus 

said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you a teach-

er of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 11 “Very truly, I tell you, 

we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet youg do not re-

ceive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not be-

lieve, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has as-

cended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.h 

14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16 “For  

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17 “Indeed, God did not send the 

Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 
saved through him. 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon                                        “A New Birthday”                                            Pastor Carl  

 

*Song Of Forgiveness                      #444                   “Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive” 
 
*Affirmation of Faith  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 

Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and bur-

ied; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he as-

cended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Ho-

ly Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 

sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Stewardship Moment 
 

Offering/Offertory                                                                            Br. Andee Book, OPA 
 

*Doxology                                                                                                                     #606 
 
*Prayer of Dedication 

Creator God, we make this offering with gratitude for the Spirit who confirms 

we are all your children, and who moves with freedom in this world to fulfill 

your divine purposes.  Use these gifts in your redemptive, caring movement in 

creation, that your children in need this day may be born again to new life and 

new hope.  Amen. 

 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
Invitation to the Table 
Prayer of Thanksgiving & The Lord’s Prayer 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/john/3/1-17#footnote1
https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/john/3/1-17#footnote7
https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/john/3/1-17#footnote8


The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into tempta-

tion but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 
 

Serving the People of God 
 

Communion Music                                                                         Br. Andee Book, OPA 
 
Prayer after Communion 

 
*Sending Song                                    #692                                     “Spirit Open My Heart” 

  

*Charge & Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                                                           Br. Andee Book, OPA 
 

 

Assisting in Worship: 

Pastor Carl McCormack 

Stephanie Gilcrest, as Liturgist 

Cindy Witherspoon-Allen, as Greeter 

Kaye & Bill Lowe, as Ushers 

Barbara Biedenharn, Rochelle Greenwood, Deb & Russ Mathis,  

as Communion Servers  

Br. Andee Book, OPA, as Guest Organist 

 

 SESSION MEMBERS 

Clerk of Session/Personnel: Deb Mathis 

501-352-1648; debmathis3@gmail.com 

Buildings & Grounds: Bill Lowe 

501-993-5532; lowekb@sbcglobal.net 

Christian Education: Jennie Pierce 

501-529-2720; jenniepierce45@yahoo.com 

Congregational Care/Fellowship: Liz Terrell 

601-810-1813; liz_terrell@hotmail.com 

Evangelism: Tamara Boggs 

501-519-4647; tamarasings247@gmail.com 

Mission: Carleton Philbrick 

501-940-2431; carletonphilbrick88@gmail.com 

Worship: Becky Webster 

501-517-6101;becky.webster@att.net 

Moderator/Pastor:  Carl McCormack 

501-304-1679; pastormccormack@sbcglobal.net 



PRAYER NOTES— 

Recent: Patt Bond; Harriet Kleinhofs; Willette Lollar; Jack & Ann McCollum;  

Continued prayers for: Claire Caldwell; Ed Caldwell; Pat Clark; Wendell Phillips; 

LaVonne Smith; Jesse Macom-Teague;  

Continued prayers for friends of the church: Brandi Johnston (Bridgeway); Amber 

Mize (Liz & Phil Terrell); Stephanie Phillips (Gail & Wendell Phillips’ Daughter-In-

Law); Elizabeth Pollard 

Prayers for those in home confinement: Ann Cother; Bunn Falls (Johnson County 

Health & Rehab, Clarksville); LeMoyne Jones (AR State Veterans Home); Willette 

Lollar (Presbyterian Village); Steve Pollard (VA Hospital); David Rennie; Ann Woods 

Continued prayers for those in grief: For the anniversaries of all those who have 

passed. 

 

*Please contact the church office if you need someone placed on or off of the prayer 

notes. Thank you. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sun. 03/05— Second Sunday In Lent 

9:45am—Sunday School—Pastor Carl—Parlor 

11am—Communion -Worship online & in-sanctuary Pastor Carl 

12pm Christian Education—Conference Room 

 

Monday, 03/06 

10:30am—Monday Morning Prayer Group—Conference Room 

6:30pm—Arkansas Scottish Dance Society—Steen Hall 

 

Tues. 03/07 

10am - The Presbyterian Coordinating Team 

 

Wed. 03/08 

10am—Mission Team Meeting 

4:30pm—Bell Choir 

 

Sun. 03/12— Second Sunday In Lent 

9:45am—Fellowship Sunday School—Parlor 

11am—Worship online & in-sanctuary Pastor Carl 

Children Wee Worship 


