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PRELUDE   “We Three Kings”   Virtual Bell Choir 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. Family Promise 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP and LITANY FOR THE NEW YEAR 
Arise, Shine, for your light has come. the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

 Come and see!  

Jesus said, I am the light of the world, whoever follows me will not walk in  

darkness but will have the light of life.   

Come and see!   

 

Lord God of the nations, we have seen the star of your glory rising in splendor.  The radiance 
of your incarnate Word pierces the night that covers the earth and signals the dawn of justice 

and peace.   

 Come and see! 

You ask of your people, “What are you looking for?” and whatever our answer, you reply, 

 Come and see! 

Oh Christ, Ruler of Nations, let your gospel shine in every place where the Word is not yet re-

ceived.  Draw all creation to yourself so that those who walk in darkness may  

 Come and see! 

Oh Christ, savior and Lord, extend your church in every place to welcome all people of every 

race and tongue to  

 Come and see! 

Oh Christ, Master of all, give hope to the despairing and sustain the faith of the ailing,  

gladden our hearts and call us by name on the great day of your coming, that we may shout 

with the hosts of heaven,  

 Here is the Lamb of God—Come and see! Amen. 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE              “He Came Down”                                                      #137 
He came down that we may have love, 

 came down that we may have love, 
 came down that we may have love, 

Hallelujah forever! (Why did he come?) 

 
...that we may have light, peace, joy. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION AND CONFESSION 
Time and again we see Christ in front of our very eyes, though we don’t always recognize 
him. Today we come just to see; to be in your presence and trusting you will reveal what we 
need to follow you.  We know that we come with sins in word and deed, actions done and not
-done.  Let us confess our sins together, saying Lord of Light, Forgive us.   
 
God of glory, you sent Jesus to reveal your light to all people, and we confess our sin and 
pride that hides the brightness of your light.  Lord of Light, Forgive us.   
 
We turn from the poor, ignore cries for justice, and do not strive for peace.  We allow anger 
and culture to guide our steps instead of you. Lord of Light, Forgive us.   
 
We long for your Church to grow, yet we keep silent about the joy and challenge of     Chris-
tian community. We celebrate those who have shared your good news with us, but we confess 
we can’t quite get there ourselves. Lord of Light, Forgive us.   



 
Forgive us our reluctant witness. Forgive us our reluctance to speak in a world where 
few see our deeds or even know how to question. Forgive us for lamenting decline while 
holding our faith as private. Forgive us for keeping our experience of grace and mercy to 
ourselves, even while you continually call “Come and see.” Lord of Light, Forgive us.   

 
HYMN OF FORGIVENESS     Joy Has Dawned (vs. 1) 

Joy has dawned upon the world Promised from creation 
God’s salvation now unfurled Hope for every nation 

Not with fanfares from above Not with scenes of glory 

But a humble gift of love Jesus born of Mary 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

Friends hear the good news: God led the wise men to the infant Christ by a star, God 
leads us still through the Holy Word in Scripture and the Holy Spirit in the World.  It is 

by the light of Jesus that we are forgiven and freed to join God’s light to the nations. 

Thanks be to God.  Amen! 

 
TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES                          Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell 

 
READING                                                                                   John 1:35-51 

35 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and as he watched 

Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples 

heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and saw them follow-

ing, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which 

translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and 

see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. 

It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and 

followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his brother Simon 

and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed[j]). 42 He 

brought Simon[k] to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. 

You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 

 
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 

me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found   

Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and 

also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said to him, 

“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 

 

 

7 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an        

Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to 

know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 
49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 

 
50 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 

You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, 
[m] you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon 

the Son of Man.” 
 

 
SERMON                                                                    Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell 

 

ANTHEM           “We All Bow Down”                                Video Virtual Choir 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED              Video Virtual Choir 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation to the Table 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

      The Lord be with you.          And also with you. 

       Lift up your hearts.           We lift them up to the Lord. 

       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (debts) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, they 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and  for-

give us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  

Amen.  

 

*Communion of the People 

 

 
COMMUNION HYMN   “In the Bleak Midwinter”           #144 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water  
like a stone. 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

 
Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain;  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26076j
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26077k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26086m


heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign: in the bleak midwinter a stable 
place sufficed the Lord God incarnate, Jesus Christ. 

 
Angels and arch angels may have gathered there; cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 

but his mother only, in her maiden bliss, worshiped the beloved with a kiss. 

 
What can I give him, poor that I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; if I were a 

wise man, I would do my part; yet what can I give him: give my heart. 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 
MOMENT FOR MISSION                                                                                Family Promise 

 

GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 
We offer ourselves and our gifts to God, in gratitude for God’s faithfulness to us. May 

our offerings be a reminder of God's amazing generosity, and may they be for others a 

blessing that opens the way of abundant life.  You may give by leaving an offering in the 
plate as you exit the sanctuary, or by giving online through our webpage. 

If you find yourself in need—physical, mental, or spiritual—please tell our elder for Con-
gregational Care, Mary Henry, or our Pastor Marie.   

 

*DOXOLOGY                             “Doxology”                         organ #607 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Christ all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit ever more, praise Triune God whom we adore.  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR 

Merciful God, and we long to know what the year ahead holds,  
but we trust you hold all these days in your hand. 
As we step into the future you have in mind for us,  
Please accept the gifts of our hands and our lives, 
And help us to see your work in the world.  
We pray for the vision to see as you see. 
We ask for your strength to lift our burdens,  
We ask hearts filled with your compassion. 
We ask for your hope to infuse our lives, 
that we may enter this year ready to move forward with conviction. 

 

*PRAYER & PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Please “pass the peace” in a phone call, letter, or text, saying to someone else,   

 “May the Peace of Christ be with you.”  “And also with you.” 

 

*HYMN OF SENDING       “As With Gladness Men of Old” vs 1, 2, 4         #150 organ 
As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold; 

As with joy they hailed its light, leading onward beaming bright; 
So, most gracious Lord may we  evermore be led to thee.   

 

As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to thy lowly bed, 
There to bend the knee before thee, whom heaven and earth adore,  

So may we with willing feet ever seek thy mercy seat. 

 
Holy Jesus, every day keep us in the narrow way; 

And when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glory hide.  

 

“*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  
“The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be  

gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” 

 
*POSTLUDE                                                                                                              

 
 


