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Chiming of the Hour                                                                       Russ Mathis 
 
Welcome & Announcements                                                 Carleton Philbrick 
 
Welcome from our Pastor                                                       Carl McCormack 
 
Prelude  “Come Now Savior of the World” (J.S. Bach)                          Karen 
 
Lighting the Advent Candle – Liz & Phil Terrell 
Please stand as we pray together. 
 
*Opening Prayer 

God of promise, it feels as if we live in a world of constant turmoil.  

Stir up your power within us, that we may await with abundant ex-

pectation, the fulfillment of your eternal promise to bring peace to all 

your creation.  Grant us your peace through Jesus Christ our  

Shepherd King.  Amen.  

*Opening Song of  Advent               #106                   “Prepare the Way” 
 

Call to Confession                                                                 Carleton Philbrick 

 
Prayer of  Confession 

Holy God, we confess that we do not walk in your light.  We hurt and 

destroy one another and neglect the poor and the hungry.  We let evil 

grow among us and fail to bear good fruit.  Forgive us, God of grace.  

Awaken us to your Word, so that we may be ready to welcome you 

with joy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Hear us now as we silently 

confess the sins of our daily life… 

 

Assurance of  Pardon                                         Pastor Carl McCormack 
 

Friends, believe and proclaim the good news of  the gospel: 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 

*Gloria Patri                                                                                         #581 

 

*Passing the Peace of  Christ 
 

Prayer for Illumination                  Carleton Philbrick (Congregation) 

Creator of the stars, in the stillness of this moment we wait; in the 

stillness of this moment, we listen.  As we hear the words of  

Scripture and sermon, we wait for your living Word; we listen for the 

cadence of your voice.  Break into our lives with your eternal light and 

teach us your ways.  Amen. 

 

First Scripture Reading             Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19     Carleton Philbrick 
Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king’s  

son. 2 May he judge your people with righteousness and your poor  

with justice. 3 May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and  

the hills, in righteousness. 4 May he defend the cause of  the poor of   



the people, give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor.       5 

May he live[a] while the sun endures and as long as the moon, through-

out all generations. 6 May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 

like showers that water the earth. 7 In his days may righteousness flour-

ish and peace abound, until the moon is no more. 18 Blessed be the 

LORD, the God of  Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 19 Blessed 

be his glorious name forever; may his glory fill the whole earth. Amen 
and Amen. 

 

Second Scripture Reading      Isaiah 11:1-10            Carleton Philbrick 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of  Jesse, and a branch shall 

grow[a] out of  his roots. 2 The spirit of  the LORD shall rest on him, the 

spirit of  wisdom and understanding, the spirit of  counsel and might, 

the spirit of  knowledge and the fear of  the LORD. 
3 His delight shall be in the fear of  the LORD. He shall not judge by 

what his eyes see or decide by what his ears hear, 4 but with righteous-

ness he shall judge for the poor and decide with equity for the op-
pressed of  the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of  his 

mouth, and with the breath of  his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Right-

eousness shall be the belt around his waist and faithfulness the belt 

around his loins. 6 The wolf  shall live with the lamb; the leopard shall 

lie down with the kid; the calf  and the lion will feed[b] together, and a 

little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; their 

young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of  the asp, and the weaned 

child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt or de-

stroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of  the 

knowledge of  the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10 On that day the 

root of  Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall in-

quire of  him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

The word of  the Lord. 

Thanks be to God 

 

*Gospel Reading        Matthew 3:1-11                Pastor Carl McCormack 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of  Judea, 

proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of  heaven has come near.”[a] 3 

This is the one of  whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The 

voice of  one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of  the 

Lord; make his paths straight.’ ” 4 Now John wore clothing of  camel’s 

hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and 

wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around 

the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in 

the River Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many of  the 

Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his[b] baptism, he said to them, 
“You brood of  vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming 

wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of  repentance, 9 and do not pre-

sume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I 

tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abra-

ham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of  the trees; therefore eve-

ry tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into 

the fire. 11 “I baptize you with[c] water for repentance, but the one who 

is coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to 

carry his sandals. He will baptize you with[d] the Holy Spirit and fire. 

 
The gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Praise to you O Christ. 

 

Sermon “God’s Pit Bull”     Pastor Carl McCormack 

 

*Affirmation of  Faith                                 The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2072%3A1-7%2CPsalm%2072%3A18-19&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-15006a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+11%3A1-10&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-17886a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+11%3A1-10&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-17891b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A1-11&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23195a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A1-11&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23200b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A1-11&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23204c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+3%3A1-11&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23204d


And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived of 

the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pi-

late, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third 

day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 

come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the 

holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.                            

*universal church 

 

Song of  Affirmation             #96           “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 

 

Prayers of  the People 

 

Stewardship Moment and Blessing the Books 
 

Offering/Offertory   “O Come Emmanuel”  (W. Held)                        Karen 

  
*Doxology                                                                                                  #609 

 

*Prayer of  Dedication 
 

Sacrament of  the Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Table 
Prayer of  Thanksgiving & Lord’s Prayer 

The Lord be with you.                     And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.               We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.             It is right to give our 

                                                                                 thanks and praise. 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Words of  Institution 

Communion Music                                                               Karen Horton 

Serving the People of  God 

Prayer After Communion 

*Closing Song of  Dedication                                                              #104 
                    “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” 

 

*Charge & Benediction                                         Pastor Carl McCormack 

 
*Postlude    “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”        (Daniel Gawthrop) 

                                                                                                Karen Horton 
 

 
 

 
Those serving in worship: 

Pastor Carl McCormack 
Carleton Philbrick as Liturgist 

Liz & Phil Terrell, lighting the 2nd Advent Candle 

Cindy Witherspoon Allen as Greeter 
Debbie & Howdy Frisby as Ushers 

Liz & Phil Terrell as Communion Servers 
Karen Horton as Guest Organist 

Tamara Boggs as Audio/Visual technician 



PRAYER NOTES 

 

Recent: Bill and Pat Bond; Jane Doty’s Family-Jane is traveling to NY  

(12-01-2022, to be with family); Jesse Macom-Teague; Jack & Ann 

McCollum; Ken & Dianne Taylor; 

 

Continued prayers for: Ron Barrick; Claire Caldwell  

(out-of-the-hospital and now home with her mother);  

Ed Caldwell; Pat Clark; Ella Mott (improving and returning to school);  

Wendell Phillips; LaVonne Smith;   
 

Continued prayers for friends of the church: Brandi Johnston;  

Amber & Ronnie Mize (Liz & Phil Terrell) Jack Osborn (brother of  a 

friend and friend of  Jane Doty); Jack was recently diagnosed with throat 

cancer. He will be undergoing aggressive and ongoing treatments. Nathan 
Phillips (Gail & Wendell Phillips)  

  

Prayers for those in home confinement: Ann Cother; Bunn Falls 

(Johnson County Health & Rehab, Clarksville); LeMoyne Jones (AR State 
Veterans Home); Willette Lollar (Presbyterian Village); Steve Pollard (VA 

Hospital); David Rennie; 

 

Continued prayers for those in grief: Please pray for the  

anniversaries of  all those who have passed. 

 

*Please contact the church office if  you need someone placed on or off  of  
the prayer notes. Thank you. 

 

Sun. 12/04 

9:30am 

 
11am 
 
1:30pm 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Celebrating 2nd Sunday of Advent—Lord’s Supper 

Fellowship Sunday School-Rev. Mark Clark –Lecture 
on The Law and Religion—Parlor 
Worship online & in-sanctuary Pastor Carl  
McCormack 

Session Meeting—Parlor 
 

Mon. 12/05 

10:30am 
 

7pm 
 

 

Rev. Carol Clark Lecture on Christmas Angels 
Parlor 
Arkansas Scottish Dance Society — Steen Hall 

Tues. 12/06 

10am 

 

Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team—Parlor 

Wed. 12/07 

10:30am 
11am 

 

Ladies—meet at the church to carpool to Sarah’s house 
Ladies Brunch—Sarah Womble’s house 

Thurs. 12/08  

Fri. 12/09 

6pm 
 

 

50 Plus Annual Christmas Part at the Blankenbekers’ 

Sat. 12/10  

Sun. 12/11 

9:45am 
11am 

 

Celebrating 3rd Sunday of Advent 

Fellowship Sunday School 
Worship online & in-sanctuary Pastor Carl  

McCormack 


