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*Please rise as you are able. 

Children are welcome in worship; please use a colorful welcome bag from the rack or join our 

caregiver at the white craft table in the front right. Our nursery will open next week. 

 

PRELUDE                      
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS                         Pastor Marie 
     Masks are encouraged while singing. 

1. Potluck today! 

2. Mother’s Day Nursery Reopening – need volunteers to KEEP it open 
3. PW Birthday 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP              
To those who are zealous for their way of knowing God, Christ says: 

Stop for a moment and listen. 

To those who are sure they know how God sees others, Christ says: 

Stop for a moment and listen. 

To we who aren’t sure whose voice is calling, Christ says: 

I am Jesus, and we are all one Body together. 

To we who know and easily respond “here I am”, Christ says: 

Go where I send you, for we are all one Body together. 

Let us pause and praise the One whose surprising Love has called us here. 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE               “In Christ Alone”                                              Congregation 
In Christ alone my hope is found He is my light my strength my song This Cornerstone this 

solid Ground Firm through the fiercest drought and storm What heights of love what depths 

of peace When fears are stilled when strivings cease My Comforter my All in All Here in the 
love of Christ I stand  

 
In Christ alone who took on flesh Fullness of God in helpless babe This gift of love and right-

eousness Scorned by the ones He came to save Till on that cross as Jesus died The wrath of 

God was satisfied For every sin on Him was laid Here in the death of Christ I live 
 

 

There in the ground His body lay Light of the world by darkness slain Then bursting forth in 
glorious Day Up from the grave He rose again And as He stands in victory Sin's curse has 

lost its grip on me For I am His and He is mine Bought with the precious blood of Christ  
 

No guilt in life no fear in death This is the power of Christ in me From life's first cry to final 

breath Jesus commands my destiny No power of hell no scheme of man Can ever pluck me 
from His hand Till He returns or calls me home Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.  

 

CALL TO CONFESSION and CONFESSION   
Come let us confess to the Risen Christ, the ways we need help and the ways we fall short 

of God’s desires for us, saying “Persecuted Lord, make me your instrument.” 

 

Living God, you call us to one another, and we confess that sometimes we are only inter-

ested in community with those like us. We are sometimes like too much like Saul, using 

our power to impose our way. Persecuted Lord, make me your instrument. 



We are a proud people, and sometimes we choose not to listen when you call us to 
reach out to “them.” Sometimes we are like Ananias, desiring safety over openness 

and reciprocity. Persecuted Lord, make me your instrument. 

 

Forgive us when we have choose prejudice over welcome. Forgive us when we 

choose to stay enemies rather than see your image in others’ faces. Persecuted Lord, 

make me your instrument. 

 

Convert us again this day, from our narrow ways of exclusion and pride to your     

expansive way of justice, love, and peace. We ask in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

HYMN OF FORGIVENESS        “Instruments Of Your Peace,” vs. 1 and Chorus 
Lord make us instruments of Your peace Where there is hatred let Your love increase 

Lord make us instruments of Your peace  

Walls of pride and prejudice shall cease When we are Your instruments of peace 
 

Where there is hatred we will sow His love Where there is injury we will never judge 

Where there is striving we will speak His peace To the people crying for release 
We will be His instruments of peace 

 
Lord make us instruments of Your peace Where there is hatred let Your love increase 

Lord make us instruments of Your peace Walls of pride and prejudice shall cease 

When we are Your instruments of peace 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON       

Friends, hear this good news: Christ will open our eyes to see God at work, open 
our lives to be instruments of Christ’s invitation to another way, for in Jesus Christ 

we are forgiven and freed.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES  
                       

READING                                                                                                           Acts 9:1-21 

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, 
went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that 

if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound 

to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light 
from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to 

him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The 
reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and 

enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7The men who were traveling 
with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up 

from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him 
by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9For three days he was without sight, and 

neither ate nor drank. 

 
10Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vi-

sion, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11The Lord said to him, “Get up and 

go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named 
Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias 

come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13But Ananias an-
swered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to 

your saints in Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all 

who invoke your name.” 
 

 15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring 

my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16I myself will show 
him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”  

 
17So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother 

Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you 

may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  
 
18And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. 

Then he got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus,20and immediately he began to 

proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21All who heard him 
were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem among those 

who invoked this name? And has he not come here for the purpose of bringing them 

bound before the chief priests?”  
 

SERMON  
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH          The Belhar Confession        Members of Choir 

We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and 

cares for the church through Word and Spirit. This God has done since the beginning of 

the world and will do to the end. 
 

We believe in one holy, universal Christian Church, the communion of saints called from 

the entire human family. 



We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the 

community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one another; 

We believe that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus 

Christ; that through God’s Spirit it is a binding force and also a reality which must be 

pursued and sought; 

We believe that this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that sepa-

ration, enmity and hatred between peoples and groups is sin which Christ has already 
conquered; 

We believe that anything which threatens this unity may have no place in the church 

and must be resisted.  

 

We believe that this unity of the people of God must be active in a variety of ways: 

That we love one another; That we experience, practice, and pursue community 

with one another; That we are obligated to give ourselves joyfully to be of benefit 

and blessing to one another; That we need one another and upbuild one another, ad-

monishing and comforting one another; That we suffer with one another for the sake 

of righteousness, pray together, together serve God in this world, and together fight 

against all which may threaten or hinder this unity. 

 

ANTHEM             “Come to the Table of Grace” vs 1, 2, & 3                                      #507 

Come to the table of grace. Come to the table of grace. This is God’s table; it’s not yours or 

mine. Come to the table of grace.  
...peace...love. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
Invitation to the Table 

 Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

         The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 

         Lift up your hearts.    We lift them up to the Lord. 

         Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

         It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
Communion is served this Sunday by approaching the table from the right-side aisle and returning 

down left aisle as the usher instructs you. You will receive the bread and the cup and return to your 
seat to pray and consume the gifts of Christ.  Servers will bring the elements to those who remain seat-

ed. All are invited to partake. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN                      “O Come to the Altar”                     Congregational 
Are you hurting and broken within Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin 

Jesus is calling Have you come to the end of yourself 
Do you thirst for a drink from the well Jesus is calling 

O come to the altar The Father's arms are open wide 

Forgiveness was bought with The precious blood of Jesus Christ 
 

MOMENT FOR MISSION   Mother’s Day Out    Beth Nix 

 
GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 

Today we offer ourselves and our gifts to God in gratitude for God’s faithfulness to us. 
Today you can give by leaving a gift in the plate as we exit the sanctuary, or mailing an 

offering to the church address or giving online through our webpage.  Your gifts make 

it possible to reach out to those in need— if that is you, —physical, mental,    spiritual 
or financial need—please tell our elder for Congregational Care, Mary Henry, or Rev. 

Marie. 

 
*Doxology    “Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow”             #609            

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God, all creations high and low.  
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise God, in Jesus fully known:  

Creator, Word, and Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
*HYMN OF SENDING      “Be Thou My Vision”                                                   #450 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art; 

Thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise; thou, mine inheritance, now and always; 
Thou and thou only, first in my heart, High King of Heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 

High King of Heaven, my victory won, may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s 
Sun! Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
*PASSING THE PEACE, CHARGE and BENEDICTION   

 “May the Peace of Christ be with you.” “And also with you.” 

 

*POSTLUDE             


