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PRELUDE                                “Ring Merrily”              PHPC Bell Choir 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

1. Welcome Rev. Ray Hickman  

2. Reception for Annabel after worship 
3. The Book Club, September 27th  

4. 50 Plus Tuesday, September 27th 

5. Stewardship—Estimate of Giving Form 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

Those who wait for the Lord 

shall renew their strength, 

they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

they shall run and not weary, 

they shall walk and not faint. 

Together let us worship God. 

 
OPENING PRAYER 

Lord, we come this morning as your people seeking your blessing of wholeness and 

renewal.  May we speak with honesty, act with integrity, and pray with sincerity for 
the sake of your church and your ministry in our community, in Christ’s holy name.  

Amen.  
 

*HYMN OF PRAISE           “Here In This Place” (Gather Us In)      #401 

Here in this place  the new light is streaming; now is the darkness vanished away; See in this 
space our fears and our dreamings brought here to you in the light of this day. Gather us in, 

the lost and forsaken; gather us in, the blind and the lame; Call to us now, and we shall 

awaken; we shall arise at the sound of our name.  
 

We are the young; our lives are a mystery. We are the old who yearn for your face. We have 
been sung throughout all of history, called to be light to the whole human race. Gather us in, 

the rich and the haughty; gather us in, the proud and the strong; Give us a heart, so meek 

and so lowly; give us the courage to enter the song. 
 

Here we will take the wine and the water; here we will take the bread of new birth. Here you 

shall call your sons and your daughters, call us anew to be salt for the earth. Give us to drink 
the wine of compassion; give us to eat the bread that is you; Nourish us well, and teach us to 

fashion lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 

Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light years away: Here in this 

place the new light is shining; now is the kingdom, and now is the day. Gather us in and hold 
us forever; gather us in and make us your own; Gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love 

in our flesh and our bone. 



CALL TO CONFESSION AND CONFESSION  
Jesus said: 

  Ask, and it will be given you; 
  seek, and you will find; 

  knock, and it will be opened to you. 

   For every one who asks receives, 

   and the one who seeks finds, 

   and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 

 

Let us confess our sin together. 

Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being,  

whose face is hidden from us by our sins,  

and whose mercy we forget  

in the blindness of our hearts:  

Cleanse us from all our offenses,  

and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires,  

that with reverent and humble hearts  

we may draw near to you,  

confessing our faults,  

confiding in your grace,  

and finding in you our refuge and our strength;  

through Jesus Christ your Son. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                         Romans 8:34; 2 Corinthians 5:17 

Hear the good news!    Who is in a position to condemn? 
 Not me. 

 Not you. 

 Only Christ, and Christ died for us, 
 Christ rose for us, 

 Christ prays for us. 
 Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 

 The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 

 Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 

 Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

O God, by your Holy Spirit tell us what we need to hear and show us what we 

ought to do to obey Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.  

SCRIPTURE READING                                                          Mark 8:22-26 
22 They came to Bethsaida. Some people[a] brought a blind man to him and begged him 

to touch him. 23 He took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village, and 
when he had put saliva on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked him, “Can you 

see anything?” 24 And the man[b] looked up and said, “I can see people, but they look 

like trees, walking.” 25 Then Jesus[c] laid his hands on his eyes again, and he looked in-
tently, and his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. 26 Then he sent him 

away to his home, saying, “Do not even go into the village.”[d]  

 

SERMON                “The Second Touch” 

THE OFFERING OF OUR LIVES                                         Romans 12:1 
I appeal to you therefore,       

by the mercies of God,  

to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,  
holy and acceptable to God,  

which is your spiritual worship. 

Prayer of Intercession  
God our creator,  

your will for us and for all people  
is wholeness and salvation: 

 have mercy on us. 

Jesus Christ, Son of God,  

you came that we might have life  
and have it in abundance: 

 have mercy on us. 

Holy Spirit,  

dwelling within us,  

you make us temples of your presence: 

 have mercy on us. 

To the Triune God, the source of all love and all life, let us offer our prayers. 
(a moment of silence) 

For all who are in need of healing ...Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer 

For all whose increasing years...Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For all who are struggling...Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For all who have been hurt...Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For all who are troubled and confused...Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

For those in leadership in the church seeking your wisdom, your compassion, your 

grace: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
(another moment of silence) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A22-26%2CMark+10%3A46-52&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24519a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A22-26%2CMark+10%3A46-52&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24521b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A22-26%2CMark+10%3A46-52&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24522c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A22-26%2CMark+10%3A46-52&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24523d


Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Laying On of Hands and Anointing with Oil  

Participation in Christian worship may involve a range of actions: kneeling, bow-

ing, standing, lifting our hands; dancing, clapping, singing, embracing, or joining 
hands; anointing and laying on of hands.  

 
As a part of this service, you are invited to come forward for the laying on of 

hands, signifying the gift of the Holy Spirit, and unity of purpose, and the anointing 

with oil, a symbol of healing and wholeness.  If you choose not to come forward, 
we ask that you join the other in prayerful observance and join in singing. 

 
Those of that would like to receive either the laying on of hands, the anointing, or 

both may make your way forward.  We ask that you kneel for the laying on of 

hands and anointing.  If you wish to only be anointed, then we invite you to just 
come forward and bow.  If you think you may need help to kneel there is someone 

here to assist you.  When you have finished, you may then return to your seat. 

 
While you come forward we will be singing: “Come and Fill Our Hearts”        #466 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord, are holy. Come and fill our 
hearts with your peace. Alleluia! 

Prayer 

 Mighty God, you rise with healing in your wings,  
and strength and compassion in your hands: 

 As we wait in hope for the coming of that day 

 when anger and pain shall be no more, 
help us by your Holy Spirit to receive your power into our lives,  

and into the life of this church,  
and help us to trust in one another,  

and share your eternal love through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

  Amen. 

Closing Song   “Just As I Am”                                                                          #442 

Just as I am, without one plea But that Thy blood was shed for me And that Thou bid'st 

me come to thee O Lamb of God, I come, I come  

 
Just as I am, though tossed about with many a conflict, many a doubt Fightings and fears 

within, without, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

Just as I am, thou wilt receive, wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; because thy prom-
ise I believe, O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 

 

Charge and Blessing 

Postlude                                                                                                                            Video 

 


