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Welcome & Announcements                                           Carleton Philbrick 

 
Welcome from the Pastor                     

 

Prelude                                                                         Br. Andee Book, OPA 
 

*Call to Worship 

Rejoice, people of  God! Celebrate the life within you, and Christ’s 
presence in your midst. 

Our eyes shall be opened. The present will have new meaning,  

and the future will be bright with hope. 

Rejoice, people of  God! Bow your heads before the One who is our  

wisdom and strength. 

We place ourselves before God, that we may be touched and cleansed 

by the power of God’s Spirit. 

 

*Opening Prayer (in unison) 

Tender and compassionate God, whose strength is made perfect in 

our weakness, help us to believe that you receive us just as we are. 

Even with our imperfections, help us to be carriers of the message of 

your love, and may we worship you in spirit and in truth, through the 

grace of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

*Opening Song of  Praise  #152 “  What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright” 

 

Call to Confession                                                                Carleton Philbrick 
 

Prayer of  Confession 

God of justice, we confess that we love darkness more than light. We 

remain passive while others are being oppressed; we guard our own 

prosperity at the expense of those who are poor; and we ignore the 

cries of those in need of help. Forgive us, we pray, for hiding in the 

darkness of this world. Judge us with mercy, and extend to us your 

grace. Strengthen our faithfulness to serve you and all who are pre-

cious in your sight. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, the Light of 

the world. 

 

Assurance of  Pardon                                                   Pastor Carl McCormack 

Friends, believe and proclaim the good news of  the gospel:  

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

*Gloria Patri                                                                                                #581 

*Passing the Peace of  Christ 



Prayer for Illumination 

O God of wonder, as that ancient star rose and guided the magi, il-

luminating the place where Jesus could be found, so now may the 

light of your Holy Spirit shine in our hearts and minds as the Word 

is read and proclaimed. Guide us again to Christ, and direct us in 

new paths of faithfulness, for we pray in Christ’s holy name. Amen. 

 

First Scripture Reading Isaiah 60:1-5                              Carleton Philbrick 

60 Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of  the LORD has 

risen upon you. 2 For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness 

the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will ap-

pear over you. 3 Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 

brightness of  your dawn. 4 Lift up your eyes and look around; they all 

gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, 

and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 5 Then you 

shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,a because the 

abundance of  the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of  the nations 

shall come to you. 
 

Second Scripture Reading     Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 Carleton Philbrick 

Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king's 
son. May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor 

with justice. May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, and 

the hills, in righteousness. May he defend the cause of  the poor of  
the people, give deliverance to the needy, and crush the oppressor. 

May he live while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, 

throughout all generations. May he be like rain that falls on the 
mown grass, like showers that water the earth. In his days may right-

eousness flourish and peace abound, until the moon is no more. 

 

10 May the kings of  Tarshish and of  the isles render him tribute, may 

the kings of  Sheba and Seba bring gifts. 11 May all kings fall down  

before him, all nations give him service. 12 For he delivers the needy 

when they call, the poor and those who have no helper. 13 He has pity 

on the weak and the needy, 

and saves the lives of  the needy. 14 From oppression and violence he 

redeems their life; and precious is their blood in his sight. 

The word of  the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading                Matthew 2:1-12              Pastor Carl McCormack 

2 In the time of  King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of  Ju-

dea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is 

the child who has been born king of  the Jews? For we observed his 

star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King 

Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 

and calling together all the chief  priests and scribes of  the people, he 

inquired of  them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, 

“In Bethlehem of  Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 6 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of  Judah, are by no means least 

among the rulers of  Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to 

shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 7 Then Herod secretly called for the 

wise mene and learned from them the exact time when the star had 

appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word 

so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard 

the king, they set out; and there, ahead of  them, went the star that 

they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 

child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child 

with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 

Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of  gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not 

to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/isaiah/60/1-5#footnote1
https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/matthew/2/1-12#footnote5


The gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon                   “Another Road Home”              Pastor Carl McCormack 

*Affirmation of  Faith The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived of 

the Holy Ghost; born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pi-

late, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third 

day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 

come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the 

holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.                                                            

*universal church 

 

*Song of  Affirmation                    #159          “O Sing a Song of  Bethlehem” 
 

Prayers of  the People 

 
Stewardship Moment 

 

Offering/Offertory                                                        Br. Andee Book, OPA 
 

*Doxology                                                                                                  #609 

 

*Prayer of  Dedication 

 

The Sacrament of  the Lord’s Supper 
Invitation to the Table 

Prayer of  Thanksgiving & The Lord’s Prayer 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks 

and praise.  

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Words of  Institution 

 
Communion Music                                                       Br. Andee Book, OPA 

 

Serving the People of  God 
 

Prayer after Communion 

 
*Closing Song                       #39                         “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 

 

*Benediction & Charge 

 

Postlude 
Those serving in worship: 

Pastor Carl McCormack 

Carleton Philbrick as Liturgist 

Cindy Witherspoon Allen as Greeter 

Ron & Audrey Barrick; John & Bobbi Lierly, Communion Servers 

Debbie & Howdy Frisby as Ushers 

Br. Andee Book, OPA as Guest Organist 



PRAYER NOTES 

 

Recent: Bill and Pat Bond; Jane Doty & Family; Jack & Ann 

McCollum;  
 

Continued prayers for: Ron Barrick; Claire Caldwell; Ed Caldwell; 

Pat Clark; Wendell Phillips; LaVonne Smith; Ken & Dianne Taylor; 
Jesse Macom-Teague;  

 

Continued prayers for friends of the church: Brandi Johnston;  

Amber & Ronnie Mize (Liz & Phil Terrell) Jack Osborn (brother of  a 
friend and friend of  Jane Doty); Jack was recently diagnosed with 
throat cancer. He will be undergoing aggressive and ongoing treat-

ments. Stephanie Phillips (Gail & Wendell Phillips daughter-in-law)  
  

Prayers for those in home confinement: Ann Cother; Bunn Falls 

(Johnson County Health & Rehab, Clarksville); LeMoyne Jones (AR 

State Veterans Home); Willette Lollar (Presbyterian Village); Steve 
Pollard (VA Hospital); David Rennie; 

 

Continued prayers for those in grief: Please pray for the anniver-

saries of  all those who have passed. 

 

Prayers for the Mathis Family on the passing of  their daughter,  

Emily Rebecca Mathis. March 7, 1979 – December 25, 2022; in the 

care of Pinecrest Funeral Home & Memorial Park. 

 

*Please contact the church office if  you need someone placed on or 

off  of  the prayer notes. Thank you. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sun. 01/01/2023—Celebrating The Epiphany  

9:45am—Sunday School 

11amWorship online & in-sanctuary Pastor Carl  

Mon. 01/02/23 

Tues. 01/03/23 

Wed. 01/04 

Thurs. 01/05 

Fri. 01/06  

Sat. 12/07 

Sun. 01/08— 

9:45am—Sunday School 

11amWorship online & in-sanctuary Pastor Carl  

 

https://www.dignitymemorial.com/funeral-homes/alexander-ar/pinecrest-funeral-home/8924

