
CELEBRATING THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

February 12, 2023 

Park Hill Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) 

3520 JFK Blvd.  North Little Rock AR  
501-753-9533 * parkhillpres@gmail.com * parkhillpres.org 

 

Welcome & Announcements                                        Kaye Lowe 

 

Welcome from the Pastor                    
 

Prelude                                                                         Br. Andee Book, OPA 

*Call to Worship                                                                            Kaye Lowe 

From the very beginning, God calls us. 

 God sets us apart with a meaning and a purpose.  

From our first cry at birth to our final breath we are God’s own. 

In love, we are created in God’s own image.  

Let us offer our praise to our creating and calling God. 

 

*Opening Prayer                                                           Kaye Lowe (In Unison)  

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 

and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

*Opening Song of  Praise            #396      “Brethren, We Have Met To Worship” 

 
Call to Confession                                                                             Kaye Lowe 

 

Prayer of  Confession 

Holy God, we confess that we bow down before other gods; we have 

turned our hearts away from you.  Our worship of work and our devo-

tion to consumerism disorders our love of you and each other.  Forgive 

us God, and mend what is broken, that we may be one with you. 
 (Silent prayers of  confession) 

 

Assurance of  Pardon                                                  Pastor Carl McCormack 

 
Friends, believe and proclaim the good news of  the gospel:  

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

*Gloria Patri                                                                                                #581 
 

*Sharing The Peace Of Christ 



Prayer for Illumination                                             Kaye Lowe (In Unison) 

Guide us, O God, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light 

we may see light, in your truth find freedom, and in your will dis-

cover peace; through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 
First Scripture Reading                Deuteronomy 30:15-20          Kaye Lowe 

15 See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adver-

sity. 16 If  you obey the commandments of  the LORD your God that I 

am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking in 

his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, 

then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will 

bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17 But if  your 

heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down 

to other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you today that you shall 

perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jor-

dan to enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against 

you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curs-

es. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20 loving 

the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that 
means life to you and length of  days, so that you may live in the land 

that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, 

and to Jacob. 
 

Second Scripture Reading       Psalm 119:1-8             Kaye Lowe   

1 Happy are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of  

the LORD. 2 Happy are those who keep his decrees, who seek him 

with their whole heart, 3 who also do no wrong, 

but walk in his ways. 4 You have commanded your precepts 

to be kept diligently. 5 O that my ways may be steadfast 

in keeping your statutes! 6 Then I shall not be put to shame, 

having my eyes fixed on all your commandments. 7 I will praise you 

with an upright heart, when I learn your righteous ordinances. 8 I 

will observe your statutes; do not utterly forsake me. 

The word of  the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Third Scripture Reading      Sirach 15:15-20              Pastor Carl 
If  you choose, you can keep the commandments, and to act faithfully 

is a matter of  your own choice. He has placed before you fire and wa-

ter; stretch out your hand for whichever you choose. Before each per-
son are life and death, and whichever one chooses will be given. For 

great is the wisdom of  the Lord; he is mighty in power and sees every-

thing; his eyes are on those who fear him, and he knows every human 
action. He has not commanded anyone to be wicked, and he has not 

given anyone permission to sin. 

 
Gospel Reading                        Matthew 5:21-37            Pastor Carl 

“You have heard that it was said to those of  ancient times, ‘You shall 

not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ But I 
say to you that if  you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be lia-

ble to judgment; and if  you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to 

the council; and if  you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of  
fire. So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if  you remember that 

your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there 

before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and 
then come and offer your gift. Come to terms quickly with your accuser 

while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand 

you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be 
thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have 

paid the last penny. “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not 

commit adultery.’ But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman 

with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If  your 
right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for 

you to lose one of  your members than for your whole body to be thrown 

into hell. And if  your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off  and throw 
it away; it is better for you to lose one of  your members than for your  



whole body to go into hell. “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his 
wife, let him give her a certificate of  divorce.’ But I say to you that any-

one who divorces his wife, except on the ground of  unchastity, causes 

her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman com-
mits adultery. “Again, you have heard that it was said to those of  an-

cient times, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have 

made to the Lord.’ But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heav-
en, for it is the throne of  God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or 

by Jerusalem, for it is the city of  the great King. And do not swear by 

your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. Let your word 
be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from the evil 

one. 

 
   The Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ. 

   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon                     “It Is Our Choice”                         Pastor Carl  

 
*Affirmation of  Faith  

This is the good news which we have received, in which we stand, 

and by which we are saved, if we hold it fast: that Christ died for our 

sins according to the scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised 

on the third day, and that he appeared first to the women, then to Pe-

ter, and to the Twelve, and then to many faithful witnesses. We be-

lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.  Jesus Christ 

is the first and the last, the beginning and the end; he is our Lord and 

our God. Amen. 

 

*Song of  Affirmation                        #691  “Lord, When I Came Into This Life” 

 

Prayers Of The People & The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom  

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Stewardship Moment 

 
Offering/Offertory                                                        Br. Andee Book, OPA 

 

*Doxology                                                                                                 #609 
 

*Prayer of  Dedication                                                                    (In Unison) 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  Through your good-
ness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and 
our possessions.  Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding 
the world with your love; through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

*Song of  Joyful Dedication               #634                   “To God Be The Glory” 

*Charge & Benediction 

Postlude                                                                          Br. Andee Book, OPA 

 

Assisting in Worship: 
Pastor Carl McCormick 

Kaye Lowe, as Liturgist 

Cindy Witherspoon-Allen, as Greeter 
Liz & Phil Terrell, as Ushers 

Br. Andee Book, OPA, as Guest Organist 



PRAYER NOTES— 

Recent: Bill and Patt Bond; Jack & Ann McCollum;  

Continued prayers for: Claire Caldwell; Ed Caldwell; Pat Clark; 

Wendell Phillips; LaVonne Smith; Jesse Macom-Teague;  

Continued prayers for friends of the church: Brandi Johnston;  

Amber Mize (Liz & Phil Terrell); Stephanie Phillips (Gail & Wendell 

Phillips’ Daughter-In-Law); Elizabeth Pollard 

Prayers for those in home confinement: Ann Cother (Sherwood 

Nursing & Rehab); Bunn Falls (Johnson County Health & Rehab, 

Clarksville); LeMoyne Jones (AR State Veterans Home); Willette 

Lollar (Presbyterian Village); Steve Pollard (VA Hospital); David 

Rennie; Ann Woods 

Continued prayers for those in grief: For the anniversaries of  all 

those who have passed. 

 

*Please contact the church office if  you need someone placed on or 

off  of  the prayer notes. Thank you. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sun. 02/12— 6th Sunday After Epiphany 

9:45am—Sunday School - "Presbyterianism 101" with Pastor Carl - Parlor 

11am—Worship online & in-sanctuary Pastor Carl 
 

Monday, 02/13 

10:30am—Monday Morning Prayer Group—Conference Room 

6:30pm—Arkansas Scottish Dance Society—Steen Hall 
 

Tues. 02/14 

9am - Presbyterian Women meeting at the church to carpool to PATH 
 

Wed. 02/15 

4:30pm—Bell Choir 

5:30pm Presbyterian Women Nigh Circle 
 

Fri. 02/16 

7pm - Arkansas Country Dance Society 
 

Sun. 02/19— 7th Sunday After Epiphany 

9:45am—Sunday School - "Presbyterianism 101" with Pastor Carl - Parlor 

11am—Worship online & in-sanctuary Pastor Carl 
Noon - Church Family Dinner - Steen Hall - Hosted by the Men's Group 

1:30om - Session Meeting - Parlor 

 

  


