
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

March 12, 2023 

Park Hill Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) 

3520 JFK Blvd.  North Little Rock AR  
501-753-9533 * parkhillpres@gmail.com * parkhillpres.org 

 
Welcome & Announcements                                                                Stephanie Gilcrest 
 

Welcome from the Pastor                    
 

Prelude                                                                                              Br. Andee Book, OPA 
 

*Call to Worship                                                                                     Stephanie Gilcrest 
What could be more important than worshiping God? 

As we come together in worship, we leave all that would distract us behind. 

We turn off our cell phones and computers. We leave our projects unfinished. We 
pull off the busy highway of life, and park our worldly cares on the side of the 
road. 

It is here that we turn our attention to a power more lasting, a peace more sat-

isfying. 

Together, let us focus our hearts on the worship of God. 
 

*Opening Prayer                                                                 Stephanie Gilcrest (In Unison) 

God, who created the earth in beauty: open our eyes to the wonders you have 

made. Christ, who loves with a power greater than our imagining: open our 

hearts to your presence. Holy Spirit, whose peace passes all understanding: 

open our lives and our hurting world to your peace. Empowered with your di-

vine gifts, we ask that our worship be worthy of your glory, almighty Father. 

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen. 

 
*Opening Song of Praise                           #664                                “Morning Has Broken” 

 

Call to Confession                                                                                   Stephanie Gilcrest 

 
Prayer of Confession 

Forgive us, Lord, for the many ways we sin against you. We confess that some-

times we are too busy, and often meet ourselves running back-and-forth from ac-

tivity to activity. We claim to be doing things in your name, or for your sake, but 

we usually get caught up in our own pursuits and needs and forget about you. For-

give us when we act without thinking or praying. Calm our minds and hearts so 

that we may be focused on you. Hear us now as we silently confess the sins of our 

daily lives. . . (silent prayer) 

 

Assurance of Pardon                                                                                         Pastor Carl  
 

Friends, believe and proclaim the glorious news of the gospel:  

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

*Gloria Patri                                                                                                                 #581 

 
*Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 

Prayer for Illumination                                                       Stephanie Gilcrest (In Unison) 

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the 

Scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you 

say to us today. Amen. 

 

 



First Scripture Reading              Exodus 17:1-7                                    Stephanie Gilcrest 

17 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed 

by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no 

water for the people to drink. 2 The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give 

us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do 

you test the LORD?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water; and the people com-

plained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and 

our children and livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What 

shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 The LORD said 

to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with 

you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will be 

standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will 

come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the el-

ders of Israel. 7 He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites 

quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 
 

Second Scripture Reading             Romans 5:1-11                               Stephanie Gilcrest 

5 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, wea have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which 

we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only 

that, but wed also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endur-

ance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5 and 

hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 6 For while we were still weak, 

at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a 

righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare 

to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ 

died for us. 9 Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his 

blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we 

were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much 

more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11 But more than 

that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 

now received reconciliation. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading                            John 4:1-26                                                    Pastor Carl 

4 Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard, “Jesus is making and  

baptizing more disciples than John” 2 —although it was not Jesus himself but his 

disciples who baptized— 3 he left Judea and started back to Galilee. 4 But he had 

to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the 

plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and 

Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 7 A Sa-

maritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 

(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to 

him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do 

not share things in common with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew 

the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would 

have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 The woman said to 

him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living 

water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with 

his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks 

of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water that I will 

give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a 

spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give 

me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw 

water.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17 The 

woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in 

saying, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you 

have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” 19 The woman said to 

him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this moun-

tain, but youc say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Je-

sus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship 

the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do 

not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the 

hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father 

in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is spir-

it, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman 

said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he 

comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one 

who is speaking to you.” 
The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/romans/5/1-11#footnote1
https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/romans/5/1-11#footnote4
https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/john/4/1-26#footnote3


Sermon                               “What Do You Thirst For?”                                       Pastor Carl  

 

Special Music           (#479)           “Ho, All Who Thirst”             Soloist Tamara Boggs 
                             Pianist Jo Murry

    
*Affirmation of Faith              (From The Confession of 1967) 

The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has set the 

pattern for the church’s mission. His life as a human involves the church in 

the common life of people. His service to humanity commits the church to 

work for every form of human well-being. His suffering makes the church sen-

sitive to all the sufferings of mankind so that it sees the face of Christ in the 

faces of people in every kind of need. His crucifixion discloses to the church 

God’s judgment on our inhumanity toward the other and the awful conse-

quences of our own complicity in injustice. In the power of the risen Christ 

and the hope of his coming, the church sees the promise of God’s renewal of 

our life in society and of God’s victory over all wrong. 

 

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into tempta-

tion but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Stewardship Moment 

 
Offering/Offertory               “Were You There?”                                              Bell Choir                          
 

*Doxology                                                                                                                    #606 
 

*Prayer of Dedication 
 

Song of Joyful Dedication               #475           “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 
 

*Charge & Benediction 

Postlude                                                                                              Br. Andee Book, OPA 

 

Assisting in Worship: 

Pastor Carl McCormack 

Stephanie Gilcrest, as Liturgist 

Cindy Witherspoon-Allen, as Greeter 

Kaye & Bill Lowe, as Ushers 

Br. Andee Book, OPA, as Guest Organist 

 

 

SESSION MEMBERS 

Clerk of Session/Personnel: Deb Mathis 

501-352-1648; debmathis3@gmail.com 

Buildings & Grounds: Bill Lowe 

501-993-5532; lowekb@sbcglobal.net 

Christian Education: Jennie Pierce 

501-529-2720; jenniepierce45@yahoo.com 

Congregational Care/Fellowship: Liz Terrell 

601-810-1813; liz_terrell@hotmail.com 

Evangelism: Tamara Boggs 

501-519-4647; tamarasings247@gmail.com 

Mission: Carleton Philbrick 

501-940-2431; carletonphilbrick88@gmail.com 

Worship: Becky Webster 

501-517-6101;becky.webster@att.net 

Moderator/Pastor:  Carl McCormack 

501-304-1679; pastormccormack@sbcglobal.net 



PRAYER NOTES— 

Recent: Willette Lollar; Wendel Phillips; LaVonne Smith 

Continued prayers for: Patt Bond; Claire Caldwell; Ed Caldwell; Pat Clark; Donna 

Ellis; Jesse Macom-Teague;  

Continued prayers for friends of the church: Charles & Darnell Clark; Constance 

Hughes; Brandi Johnston; Harriet Kleinhofs; Amber Mize (Liz & Phil Terrell);  

Stephanie Phillips (Gail & Wendell Phillips’ Daughter-In-Law); Elizabeth Pollard; 

Norma Smith 

Prayers for those in home confinement: Ann Cother; Bunn Falls (Johnson County 

Health & Rehab, Clarksville); LeMoyne Jones (AR State Veterans Home); Willette 

Lollar (Presbyterian Village); Steve Pollard (VA Hospital); David Rennie; Ann Woods 

Continued prayers for those in grief: For the anniversaries of all those who have 

passed. 

 

*Please contact the church office if you need someone placed on or off of the prayer 

notes. Thank you. 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sun. 03/12— Third Sunday In Lent 

9:45am—Fellowship Sunday School—Parlor 

11am—Worship online & in-sanctuary Pastor Carl 

Children Wee Worship 
 

Monday, 03/13 

10:30am—Monday Morning Prayer Group—Conference Room 
6:30pm—Arkansas Scottish Dance Society—Steen Hall 

 

Tues. 03/14 

10am - Presbyterian Women—Easter Baskets for  
Vera Lloyd & Shut-ins 

 

Wednesday. 03/15 

11:30am—Caregivers meeting 

4:30pm—Bell Choir 
5:30pm Evening Circle 

 

Thursday,  03/16 

9am—AR Food Bank Team 

 

Sunday,  03/19— Fourth Sunday In Lent 

9:45am—Fellowship Sunday School—Parlor 

11am—Worship online & in-sanctuary Pastor Carl 
Children Wee Worship 

12pm—Church Family Dinner 

1:30pm Session Meeting 
 


