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PREWORSHIP MUSIC     Video of Slides  

PRELUDE   “The Shepherds’ Story”                                   Bell Choir 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 1.  After church Dicken’s Village sale and Santa Visit 
2.  Outdoor caroling service at 5pm  
3.  Christmas Eve and Dec. 26  

 
INTERLUDE        “What Is This Lovely Fragrance?                               Bell Choir 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

In the depths of night, God’s grace lights the way. 

In the shadows before dawn, God’s life lights the way. 

In the confusion and chaos, God’s Word lights the way. 

 
We light this candle as a symbol of God’s love for us and our love for one another.  We re-
member the incredible love of God given in the word that pre-dates history and founds reali-
ty.  We come, longing to see your incarnate glory, to hear the good news sung once again, to 
feel the love of God revealed in Jesus Christ.   
 
May we faithfully serve the Living God.   ~ The candle is lit~  

Let us praise God.   
 
One of the most familiar carols of this season is a song of French origin that is centuries old.  Its verses retell 
the entire Christmas story, and they encourage us to give thanks to God for the incredible gift of his son to be 
our savior.  We invite you to rise as you are able and join the choir in singing the bold words of The First 
Noel. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE   “The First Noel”     Choir 
Women: 

The first Noel, the angel did say, was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay, 
 

Men: 

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
 

Everyone: 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 

Women: 

For all to see there was a star shining in the east, beyond them far. 

 
Men: 

And to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. 

 
Everyone: 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 

And by the light of that same star the wise men came from country far. 

To seek for a King was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went. 

Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heavenly Lord 

who hath made heav’n and earth of naught, and with His blood mankind hath bought. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 



Choir: 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King! Born is the King! Born is the King of Israel! 
Noel! Noel! Noel! Sing Noel! Noel! 

 
The word Noel means Christmas, but it is also a little like singing Happy Birthday.  And what better way 
could there be to welcome our Lord than to join in singing a song that celebrates his coming to earth.   
 

ANTHEM    “The Birthday of a King”          Choir 
Born is the King! Born is the King! Born is the King of Israel! 

 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, unto us a Son is given. And His name shall 
be called Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 
Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. The Ever-

lasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 
 

Sing we now of Christmas, Noel, sing we here! Hear our grateful praises to the Babe so dear. 
Sing we Noel, the King is born, Noel! Sing we now of Christmas, sing we now Noel! Angels 

called to shepherds, “Leave your flocks at rest. Journey forth to Bethl’hem. Find the Lambkin 
blest.” From the eastern country came the kings afar, bearing gifts to Bethl’hem, guided by a 

star. Sing we Noel, the King is born, Noel! Sing we now of Christmas, sing we now Noel! Sing 
we now Noel! Sing we now Noel! 

 

Alleluia! O how the angels sang. Alleluia! How it rang! And the sky was bright with a holy 
light. ‘Twas the birthday of a King! Noel! 

 
Our story begins with a people waiting for a promised son.  It focuses on a young couple engaged to be mar-
ried.  It features a choir of angels, a band of shepherds, and a baby sleeping in a manger filled with hay.  
There’s a new star in the sky, kings from a distant land, and precious treasures.  This is what we celebrate, 
the reason that we sing Glory, Glory to God in the highest  
 

ANTHEM   “Glory, Glory In The Highest”         Choir 
Sing the song of the birth of the Savior. Glory, glory in the highest! Come from heaven to sleep 

in a manger. Glory, glory in the highest! Hear the good news from Bethlehem. 
Peace on earth and good will to men. We will share it again and again. 

Glory, glory in the highest! 
 

Tell the story of shepherds who found Him. Glory, glory in the highest! 
Tell the news of the star that announced Him. Glory, glory in the highest! 

Tell of wise men and gold they bring, frankincense for an offering, 
and the myrrh for anointing the King. Glory, glory in the highest! 

 

Mighty King: Our God here among us. Prince of Peace: He knows us and loves us. 
Here on earth, He comes to dwell. Hallelujah, Immanuel! 

 
This is cause for a great celebration. Glory, glory in the highest! 

Jesus comes down to bring us salvation. Glory, glory in the highest! 
Ev’ry heart that has known His love, ev’ry life that has felt His touch, 

add your song to the angels above. Glory, glory in the highest! 
Glory, glory in the highest! 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH, THE CHRISMONS, & CONFESSION 

Let us rise in body or in spirit and say what we believe, using the words from the Brief 
Statement of Faith in the 11th chapter of the Book of Confessions:  

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.  

Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:  

preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,  

teaching by word and deed and blessing the children,  

healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts,  

forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Amen. 

 

Our Chrismons are reminders of our faith, and today we place a final three: 
The Five Pointed Star -  The “Five-Pointed Star” or the Epiphany Star symbolizes that 
which the wise men followed and the role creation and the stars of the heavens play in 
pointing towards God’s Word and purpose. 
 
The Sun of Righteousness - The CHI RHO in the center monogram symbolizes Jesus 
Christ, God the son, with rays beaming out in power, reminding us “But for you who re-
vere my name, the Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing in his wings.” 
 
The Celtic Cross – a popular symbol from the British Isles, the circle symbolizes eternity, 
and the cross is a reminder of Christ’s death for us.  This is the symbol on our sanctuary 
wall and building as well.   

 
Together, all these symbols remind us of our faith, and encourage us to confess what we 
believe and to also confess our sins which separates us from God—saying together, God of 

Love, have mercy on us. Let us pray:  
 
Merciful Lord, we are not ready for your coming, neither to celebrate your birth, nor pre-

pared for your return in glory.  God of Love, have mercy on us. 

 
 



We live in sin, as though there were no judgement or justice. We live in fear, as though there 

were no promises or grace. God of Love, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us Lord.  Show us your mercy, grace and steadfast love.  Lead us in your truth and 
teach us your paths, for you alone are ruler of our hearts and the God of our salvation.  God 

of Love, have mercy on us. 
 

HYMN OF FORGIVENESS   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” vs 1 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here un-

til the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

The Lord is our righteousness, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  Friends, be-

lieve the good news.  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.   
 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES and DIGITAL NATIVITY PAGEANT 
 
READING                                                                                                     John 1:1-5, 9-14, 18 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without 

him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life 

was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not over-
come it. 
 
9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the 

world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He 

came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received 

him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, 

not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 

of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only 
Son, who is close to the Father’s heart,[f] who has made him known.” 
 

This is the word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God.   
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Merciful God, you call us to goodness and lead us on right paths.  You encourage us with 
signs of your coming and urge us to keep watch, that we might greet you with heads held 
high when you come to restore all of creation.  Watching and waiting, we pray for this world 

that needs your saving power, saying together, God of Mercy, hear our prayer.  

For nations at war, and all who suffer violence, for all who live in worry or fear, God of 

Mercy, hear our prayer. 
For those who’ve forgotten the ways of righteousness, for those who have never heard of 

your rescuing love, God of Mercy, hear our prayer. 
For those who feel outcast, unloved or alone; for all those who have lost hope, or grown 

cynical, God of Mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for your church in the world, that we may increase in passion for you and your 

children, and work in confidence of your coming reign.  God of Mercy, hear our prayer. 
We ask for the power of the Holy Spirit to fill us, make us more faithful, and to help us 
pray as Jesus taught us, saying 

Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil, for thine is the kingdom, And the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
MOMENT FOR MISSION UPDATE           Boone Park Book Drive            Liz Terrell 

 
GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 

All that we have is a gift from God. We offer ourselves and our gifts to God, in gratitude 
for God’s faithfulness to us. You may give by leaving an offering in the plate as you exit 
the sanctuary, or by giving online through our webpage. 
If you find yourself in need—physical, mental, or spiritual—please tell our elder for Con-
gregational Care, Mary Henry, or our Pastor Marie.   

 
*DOXOLOGY                                 “Advent Doxology”                    LIVE  

Glory in the highest heaven, to the Father and the Son,  
And the Spirit he has given, hallowed be the three in one. 

 
*PRAYER & PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please “pass the peace” in a phone call, letter, or text, saying to someone else,   

 “May the Peace of Christ be with you.”  “And also with you.” 
 

Under any circumstances the events surrounding the birth of Jesus would be dramatic.  Mary and 
Joseph faced suspicion, scorn and danger.  They had traveled a long way, and then Mary had to 

deliver her son far from the comforts of her home, into a borrowed manger. And yet, her baby was 
Immanuel – God with Us, the long-awaited Messiah, the Lamb of God, born to set us free from 

sin. 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%201&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26053f


ANTHEM          “Jesus, Born on this Day”          Choir 

Today a Child is born on earth. (Today a Child is born on earth.) 
Today the glory of God shines everywhere, for all the world. 

 
O Jesus, born on this day, He is our light and salvation. 
O Jesus, born on this day, He is the King of all nations. 

 
Behold the Lamb of God has come. (Behold the Lamb of God has come.) 

Behold the Savior is born. Sing of His love to everyone. 
 

O Jesus, born on this day, heavenly Child in a manger. 
O Jesus, born on this day, He is our Lord and Savior. 

 

Today our hearts rejoice in Him. (Today our hearts rejoice in Him.) 
Today the light of His birth fills us with hope, and brings peace on earth. 

 
O Jesus, born on this day, He is our light and salvation. 
O Jesus, born on this day, He is the King of all nations. 

 
Today a Child is born on earth. (Today a Child is born on earth.) 

 
He is light, He is love, He is grace, born on Christmas day. 
He is light, He is love, He is grace, born on Christmas day. 

 
The angelic host filled the sky near Bethlehem with praise as they announced the Savior’s arrival.  Like the 
angels, we cannot help but lift our own joyful songs to honor him.  We proclaim that he is God.  He is King, 
and he is welcome. Please join us in singing Gloria in excelsis deo. 

 
!SONG OF PRAISE “Light of the Stable/Angels We Have Heard on High”        

Choir & Congregation: 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

Hail! Hail! to the newborn King. Let our voices sing Him our praises. 
Hail! Hail! to the guiding Light that brought us tonight to our Savior. 

Halle! Hallelujah! (4x) Hallelujah! 

Come now, let it shine so bright to the knowing Light of the stable. 

Kneel close to the Child so dear, cast aside your fears and be thankful. 
 

Hail! Hail! to the newborn King. Let our voices sing Him our praises. 
Hail! Hail! to the guiding Light that brought us tonight to our Savior. 

Halle! Hallelujah! (4x) Hallelujah! 
 

Choir & Congregation: 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 
Hail! Hail! to the newborn King. Let our voices sing Him our praises. 
Hail! Hail! to the guiding Light that brought us tonight to our Savior. 

Halle! Hallelujah! (4x) Hallelujah! (3x) 
 

The Old Testament is rich with prophecies and promises about how God would redeem us.  Each of them, the 

very Word of God, is filled in the birth, life, teachings, death and resurrection of the little child born that holy 

night.  Our Savior has come and that is why we remain filled with hope, peace, joy and love 

 

ANTHEM           “Birthday of a King Finale”          Choir 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

“The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be  

gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” 

 

*POSTLUDE                                                                                                              

 


