
Park Hill Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) 

3520 JFK Blvd. North Little Rock AR  

501-753-9533; parkhillpres@gmail.com 

Visit our website at parkhillpres.org  
 

Chiming of  the Hour                                                                Russ Mathis 

 
Welcome & Announcements                                          Carleton Philbrick 

 

Welcome from our Pastor                                                 Carl McCormack 
 

Prelude                                                                        Br. Andee Book, OPA 

 
Lighting the Advent Candle                         Becky Webster, Karene Jones 

                                                                     and Cindy Witherspoon Allen 

Please stand as we pray together. 
 

*Opening Prayer 

God of grace, your eternal Word took flesh among us when Mary 

placed her life in your hands. Prepare our hearts for his coming  

again; keep us steadfast in hope and faithful in service, that we may 

receive the coming of your kingdom for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 

Savior. Amen. 

 

*Opening Song of  Praise            #104       “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?” 

 
Call to Confession (from Isaiah 64:6-9) 

 

Prayer of  Confession 

God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light 

shining in darkness. We confess that we have not welcomed the light, 

or trusted the good news to be good. We have closed our eyes to glory 

in our midst, expecting little, and hoping for less. Forgive our doubt, 

and renew our hope, so that we may receive the fullness of your grace 

and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. Hear us as we continue our 

prayers in silence… (silent prayers) 

 
Assurance of  Pardon (from Isiah 35:1, 10) 

Friends, believe and proclaim the good news of  the gospel: 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

*Gloria                                                                                                      #581 

 

*Passing the Peace of  Christ                                    Pastor Carl McCormack 
 

Prayer for Illumination                             Carleton Philbrick (Congregation) 

Gracious God, by the gift of your Holy Spirit show us the Word made 

flesh – good news of great joy for all – so that we may sing with the 

angels: Glory in the highest and peace on earth; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

First Scripture Reading Isaiah 7:10-16                              Carleton Philbrick 
10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of  the LORD  



your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, 
“I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah[a] 

said, “Hear then, O house of  David! Is it too little for you to weary 

mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself  
will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 

bear a son and shall name him Immanuel.[b] 15 He shall eat curds and 

honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good. 16 For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose 

the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be  

deserted.  
The word of  the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Special Music            “O Love So Small”               Video Chancel Choir 

 

First Gospel Reading Luke 1:26-38                       Pastor Carl McCormack 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 

was Joseph, of  the house of  David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  
28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is 
with you.”[a] 29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pon-

dered what sort of  greeting this might be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do 

not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name 

him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of  the Most 

High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of  his ancestor 
David. 33 He will reign over the house of  Jacob forever, and of  his 

kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can 

this be, since I am a virgin?”[b] 35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spir-
it will come upon you, and the power of  the Most High will overshad-

ow you; therefore the child to be born[c] will be holy; he will be called 

Son of  God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be  

barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, 
“Here am I, the servant of  the Lord; let it be with me according to your 

word.” Then the angel departed from her.  

 
Second Gospel Reading  Matthew 1:18-25            Pastor Carl McCormack 

18 Now the birth of  Jesus the Messiah[a] took place in this way. When his 

mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived togeth-
er, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband 

Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 

disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had  
resolved to do this, an angel of  the Lord appeared to him in a dream 

and said, “Joseph, son of  David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 

wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will 
bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 

the Lord through the prophet: 23 “Look, the virgin shall become preg-
nant and give birth to a son and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he 

did as the angel of  the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 

but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son,
[b] and he named him Jesus. 

 
The gospel of  the Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                         “Joseph Speaks Out”          Pastor Carl McCormack 

 

Affirmation of  Faith 

We believe in God, creator and lover of the earth, origin and destiny 

of us all. We believe in Jesus the Christ - God coming to us in the 

fragile promise of a baby yet unborn - who emerges as the herald of 

hope, God’s laughter in the face of despair. Plunged into death and  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%207%3A10-16&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-17796a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%207%3A10-16&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-17797b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-38&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24914a
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hell, he broke free the captives, and is leading the way to the land of 

promise where justice and peace will flourish. We believe in the Holy 

Spirit, who implants the seed of truth, brings us to birth as the body 

of Christ, and empowers us to confront and transform all that is cor-

rupt, degrading and deceitful. We believe in the coming reign of God. 

Announced by the Baptist, it has drawn near to us in Jesus, and will 

be consummated in the glorious marriage of earth and heaven, when 

all who have passed through the world’s deep sorrow will be raised 

from the waters, robed in righteousness, and gathered into the joyous 

fulfillment of God’s desire.  

 

For the coming of that day, on this day we work and pray: Come, 

Lord Jesus, Come! 

 

Written by Nathan Nettleton, and posted on his Laughingbird website.  

 
*Song of  Affirmation                    #63                             “The Lord is God” 

 

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Stewardship Moment 

Offering/Offertory 

*Doxology                                                                                #609 

*Closing Song of  Praise                                                              #97  

     “Watchman, Tell Us Of The Night” 

Charge & Benediction 

Postlude                                                        Br. Andee Book, OPA 

Special Meeting of  the Congregation 

 

 

 

 

Those serving in worship: 

Pastor Carl McCormack 
Carleton Philbrick as Liturgist 

Becky Webster, Karene Jones &  
Cindy Witherspoon-Allen, lighting the  

4th Advent Candle 
Cindy Witherspoon Allen as Greeter 

Debbie & Howdy Frisby as Ushers 
Br. Andee Book, OPA as Guest Organist 

Tamara Boggs as Audio/Visual technician 

Kay Johnston as Administrative Assistant 
 



PRAYER NOTES 

 

Recent: Bill and Pat Bond; Jane Doty’s Family; Jack & Ann 

McCollum;  
 

Continued prayers for: Ron Barrick; Claire Caldwell; Ed Caldwell; 

Pat Clark; Wendell Phillips; LaVonne Smith; Ken & Dianne Taylor; 
Jesse Macom-Teague;  

 

Continued prayers for friends of the church: Brandi Johnston;  

Amber & Ronnie Mize (Liz & Phil Terrell) Jack Osborn (brother of  a 
friend and friend of  Jane Doty); Jack was recently diagnosed with 
throat cancer. He will be undergoing aggressive and ongoing treat-

ments. Nathan Phillips (Gail & Wendell Phillips)  
  

Prayers for those in home confinement: Ann Cother; Bunn Falls 

(Johnson County Health & Rehab, Clarksville); LeMoyne Jones (AR 

State Veterans Home); Willette Lollar (Presbyterian Village); Steve 
Pollard (VA Hospital); David Rennie; 

 

Continued prayers for those in grief: Please pray for the anniver-

saries of  all those who have passed. 

 
*Please contact the church office if  you need someone placed on or 
off  of  the prayer notes. Thank you. 

 

Sun. 12/18 

9:45am 

11am 

Noon 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Celebrating 4thd Sunday of Advent 

Fellowship Sunday School 

Worship online & in-sanctuary Pastor Carl  

Brief  Congregational Meeting 

Christmas Potluck Luncheon (with Santa as guest) 

Mon. 12/19 

10:30am 

 

 

Rev. Carol Clark Lecture on Christmas Angels 

Parlor 

Tues. 12/20 

11am 

6pm 

 

Christmas Book Club Brunch 

Woodworkers Christmas Dinner– Steen Hall 

Wed. 12/21 

11:30am 

 

Caregivers Meeting 

Thurs. 12/22  

Fri. 12/23  

Sat. 12/24 

5pm 

 

Celebrating Christmas Eve Worship Service with 

Communion 

Sun. 12/25 

11am 

 

Celebrating Christmas Day  

Worship online & in-sanctuary Pastor Carl  

 


