
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
Baptism of Christ 

January 9, 2022 
Park Hill Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) 

3520 JFK Blvd.  North Little Rock AR  
501-753-9533 * parkhillpres@gmail.com * parkhillpres.org 

inspired by Rev. Teri Peterson and written for BibleWorm   
 
PRELUDE       “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”  Virtual Bell Choir 
 
WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   1. Baptism of the Lord Sunday: water and cup needed 
   2. Interactive installation of elders 
 
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP and LITANY FOR BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

Come, all you who are curious, Come, all you who wonder, Come, if you’ve just met Jesus, 
or known him all your life, Come to the celebration!  
We are here to see what God can do. 
 
Let us share the litany for the Baptism of the Lord: 
In the beginning, darkness covered the deep and God said, Let there be light. 
The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 
 
Through the prophets the Lord said, “When you pass through the waters, I will be with 
you.” The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 
 
“Do not fear,” says the Lord, “I am with you.  I have called you by name and you are mine.” 
The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 
 
When Jesus was baptized by John, suddenly the heavens opened, 
The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 
 
While Jesus was in the waters, the Spirit of God rested on him like a dove, and stayed with 
him. The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 
 
In the beginning, the Word was with God, and the Word was God, the Word hovered over 
the chaos. The voice of the Lord is over the waters! 
 
Almighty God, keep us your children, born of water and the Spirit, faithful in your service, 
that we may rejoice to be   called children of God, the redeemed of Christ, friends of Jesus.  
And may all God’s people say, Amen. 

 
*HYMN OF PRAISE              “Our God”                                       Annabel Stavey 

Water You turned into wine. Opened the eyes of the blind 
There's no one like You. None like You 

 
Into the darkness You shine. Out of the ashes we rise.  

There's no one like You. None like You 
 

Our God is greater. Our God is stronger. God You are higher than any other. 
Our God is healer. Awesome in power our God our God. 

 
And if our God is for us. Then who could ever stop us. 

And if our God is with us. Then what could stand against.  



And if our God is for us. Then who could ever stop us 
And if our God is with us. Then what could stand against. 

(Then) what could stand against  
 

CALL TO CONFESSION AND CONFESSION 
God’s abundance surprises us every time,--every day and the spectacular and every in-
between moment-- grace when we weren’t looking. God's kingdom unfolds before us 
— may we have eyes to see the signs. Let us confess together all that we do, and do not 
do, that hides God from our sight, saying Lord of Mercy, forgive us.  
 
Merciful God, in our baptism you promise forgiveness and new life, making us part of 
the body of Christ. As we remember our baptisms, we confess that we remain preoccu-
pied with ourselves, separated from one another emotionally and spiritually.  
Lord of Mercy, forgive us. 
 
We cling to destructive habits, hold grudges, and refuse to forgive others.    
Lord of Mercy, forgive us. 

 
We allow the past to hold us captive.  We use the past of others against them.   
Lord of Mercy, forgive us. 

 
We distance ourselves from your messengers and let opportunities pass us by because 
we don’t feel ready. Lord of Mercy, forgive us. 

 
Forgive us, fill us to overflowing once again with your abundant life, and empower us to 
work on your task, even if we cannot see the miracle ourselves. Fulfill the promises of 
our baptism, that we might join your abundant life and live together in grace.   

 
HYMN OF FORGIVENESS     Joy Has Dawned (vs. 4)    Annabel Stavey 

Son of Adam Son of heaven Given as a ransom. Reconciling God and man. 
Christ our mighty Champion. What a Savior what a Friend. 

What a glorious mystery. Once a babe in Bethlehem. 
Now the Lord of history. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

Friends, as far as the east is from the west, further than the oceans’ depth or the outer 
reaches of space, that is how far Jesus removes our sins from us.  Hear the good news: 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Thanks be to God.  Amen! 

  
TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES                                  Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell 

 
READING                 John 2:1-11 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 
there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine 
gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to 
her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 

His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”  
 
6 Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each 
holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And 
they filled them up to the brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to 
the chief steward.” So they took it.  
 
9 When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it 
came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called 
the bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the 
inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine un-
til now.” 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glo-
ry; and his disciples believed in him. 
 

SERMON                                                                      Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell 
 

ANTHEM               “Sing Of God Made Manifest,” vs. 2 & 3                         #156 
 Performed by Annabel Stavey 

Sing of God made manifest when at Jordan John confessed, 
“I should be baptized by you, but your bidding I will do.” 

Then from heaven a double sign— dove-like Spirit, voice divine— 
hailed the true Anointed One: “This is my beloved Son.” 

 
Sing of God made manifest when Christ came  

as wedding guest and at Cana gave a sign, 
turning water into wine; Further still was love revealed 

as he taught, forgave, and healed, bringing light and life to all 
who would listen to God’s call. 

 
REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

...Beloved people of God, our baptism is a sign and seal of our cleansing from sin, of 
our being grafted into Christ and raised with him in the miracle of his resurrection. The  
power of sin was broken by Christ in his life, teachings, death and resurrection and by 
our baptism we are made citizens of God’s new kingdom. 
I ask you therefor to once again remember your baptism, renounce and reject sin, pro-



fess your faith in Jesus Christ and confess the faith of the church by together responding, 
I do. Hear again and answer these questions:  
 
Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce 
evil and its power in the world? I do.  
 
Do you take Jesus Christ to be your Lord and Savior? I do.  
 
Do you desire to be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his word and showing his love?  
I do. 
 
Let us confess our faith using the oldest confession of the church, the Apostle’s Creed.  

 
APOSTLE’S CREED                Video Virtual Choir 
 
REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 

Using the bowl of water gathered earlier, dip your finger in the water and  
make the sign of the cross on  your forehead or the back of your hand.   

Beloved, remember your baptism in the name of the Father, and the Son,  
and the Holy Spirit. Amen.   

 
INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 

Constitutional Questions to the Officers (answering affirmatively) 
Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the 
Church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?  
 
Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, 
the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s 
Word to you?  
 
Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as ex-
pressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what 
Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confes-
sions as you lead the people of God?  
 
Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of  
Scripture, and be continually guided by our confessions?  
 
Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? Will 

you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the 
ordering of God’s Word and Spirit?  
 
Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, 
and work for the reconciliation of the world?  
 
Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church?  
 
Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, 
and love?  
 
Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the people, providing for their wor-
ship, nurture, and service? Will you share in government and discipline, serving in 
councils of the church, and in your ministry will you try to show the love and justice 
of Jesus Christ?  
 

Constitutional Questions to the Congregation 
Do we, the members of the church, accept Bill Lowe, Beth Nix and Carleton Philbrick 
as ruling elders, chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the 
way of Jesus Christ? We do. 
 
Do we agree to pray for them, to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to 
follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church?  
We do. 

 
DECLARATION OF WELCOME 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Merciful God, watch over all these, your servants, and help them to remember the 
power and promise of their baptismal vows.  Lord, especially bless those who now 
take up new responsibility on behalf of this church.  Deepen their understanding of the 
gospel and strengthen their commitment to follow Christ’s way; keep them in the faith 
and communion of your church and increase their compassion for others.   
 
Gracious God, giver of life, we pray for the baptized and also the parents of the bap-
tized, and those nurturing the unbaptized; give them wisdom and patience to guide 
their loved one in the way of Christ, no matter their age. Let your peace dwell in their 
homes, that their lives may be patterned on grace, sustained by prayer and governed 



by love.  We pray especially for parents of adult children who have stumbled; grant us 
compassion and encouragement, that our actions do not drive them further from you.   
 
Loving God, you nurture us as a parent, and so we pray for families of all sizes and 
shapes, especially as children return to school.  We pray for teachers, and all those 
who sacrifice and love others like a parent; keep them safe and encouraged. 
 
O God, you are our life and breath, and so we pray for those who are ill or hurt, or 
afraid, or cold, or hungry, especially for those unhoused during the winter.  We praise 
you for your creation and commit ourselves to stewarding the gift of this planet, and 
acting as your hands and feet.  Help us remain vulnerable and open to your calling, 
and to stay in constant prayer to you, saying … 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, they 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and  
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory  
forever.  Amen.  
 

GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 
Today we offer ourselves and our gifts to God while at home and seemingly separated, 
and yet we are united in gratitude for God’s faithfulness to us, that nothing need stop 
us in our freedom from worshiping you and declaring our faith.  Today we can give by 
mailing an offering to the church address or by giving online through our webpage.  
Your gifts maintain our ministries, many of which continue whether we worship in 
this space or elsewhere.  And during this time of anxiety and illness, if you find your-
self in need—physical, mental, spiritual or financial—please tell our elder for Congre-
gational Care, Mary Henry, or our Pastor Marie.   

 
*DOXOLOGY                             “Doxology”                                 #607 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Christ all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit ever more, praise Triune God whom we adore.  Amen. 

 
*PRAYER  
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please “pass the peace” in a phone call, letter, or text, saying to someone else,   
 “May the Peace of Christ be with you.”  “And also with you.” 

 

*HYMN OF SENDING       “God Be With You Till We Meet Again”      Video 
God be with you till we meet again; loving counsels guide, uphold you,  
with a shepherds care enfold you: God be with you till we meet again. 

 
God be with you till we meet again; unseen wings protecting hide you,  

daily manna still provide you: God be with you till we meet again. 
 

God be with you till we meet again; when life’s perils thick confound you,  
put unfailing arms around you: God be with you till we meet again. 

 
God be with you till we meet again; keep love’s banner floating o’er you;  

smite death’s threatening wave before you: God be with you till we meet again.   
 
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

“The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be  
gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” 

 
*POSTLUDE                                                                                                             Organ 


