
GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME     

PRELUDE                                       
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME                 

1. Ash Wednesday 6pm online: kits available, not required 
2. Lent In-A-Box/Lent In Plain Sight 

3. Bridge Builders Study Group Lenten Opportunity 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP                     

Come and see the glorious truth of God revealed! 
On the mountaintop, and down in the valley, 

Christ shines with grace, and we are called to see him in all his fullness today. 
In the midst of our tiredness and our uncertainty, 

in the flash of understanding and the wonder, 
the Spirit is at work, even now. 

Let us worship God together in spirit and in truth. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE    “Blessed Assurance”            (Virtual Choir) 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

This is my story; this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long; this is my  

story; this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my  

sight; angels descending, bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 
This is my story; this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long; 

this is my story; this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

Perfect submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest, watching  

and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love. 
This is my story; this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long; 

this is my story; this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION                   

The Lord calls us up the mountain to pray, to be amazed and humbled.  
And then God turns our eyes back down to the world God so loves, 

that we might see glory there as well. 

Knowing that we are forgiven, let us confess the ways we are laid low,  

so that we might reach great heights again. Let us say together, O Lord, grant us 

mercy and understanding.  
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION                            
God of grace and glory, we read of your people being overcome with awe, marveling at 
your greatness, and we pray for your wonders to wash over us and fill us too. We confess 
that we long for an experience of your bright beauty, and yet we don’t know what to do 

when it comes.  O Lord, grant us mercy and understanding.  

 
It’s easier to gloss over the confounding bedazzled Jesus, to say nothing because we don’t 
know what to say, so instead we set aside what we do not understand and get down to 
“doing.” But if we’re honest, we admit we find it difficult to see your glory shining in the 

pain of this world, or in the endless mundane tasks that make up our days. O Lord, grant 

us mercy and understanding.  

 
We have not learned to recognize your presence in the grief and mess and failure any 
more than we have carried the vision of your glory into our everyday moments. Forgive 
us, Lord, and guide us as we seek to hold the mountaintop experience and the walk 

through the shadowed valley together in one faithful life. O Lord, grant us mercy and un-

derstanding.  

 
HYMN OF FORGIVENESS          “Give Thanks”                             #647    Annabel Stavey 

Give thanks with a grateful heart; give thanks to the Holy One; 
give thanks because we’re given Jesus Christ, the Son. 

And now let the weak say, “We are strong”; let the poor say, “We are rich  

because of what the Lord has done for us!” 
And now let the weak say, “We are strong”; let the poor say, “We are rich  

because of what the Lord has done for us!”   Give thanks. Give thanks. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON              

Reveal yourself again in this time set apart, and again in the work you lay before us, 
and again in the wonders of your creation, and again in the face of our neighbor. 

 

SHARING AND HEARING GOD’S WORD  
 

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES                     Rev. Dr. Ryan Rush     
 
LESSON                                                                                    Luke 9:28-45 

28 About a week after he had said these things, Jesus took Peter, John, and James with him 

and went up a hill to pray. 29 While he was praying, his face changed its appearance, and 

his clothes became dazzling white. 30 Suddenly two men were there talking with him. 

They were Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in heavenly glory and talked with Jesus 

about the way in which he would soon fulfill God's purpose by dying in Jerusalem. 32 Pe-
ter and his companions were sound asleep, but they woke up and saw Jesus' glory and  

the two men who were standing with him. 33 As the men were leaving Jesus, Peter said to 

him, “Master, how good it is that we are here! We will make three tents, one for you, one 

for Moses, and one for Elijah.” (He did not really know what he was saying.) 
 

34 While he was still speaking, a cloud appeared and covered them with its shadow; and 

the disciples were afraid as the cloud came over them. 35 A voice said from the cloud, 

“This is my Son, whom I have chosen—listen to him!” 
 
36 When the voice stopped, there was Jesus all alone. The disciples kept quiet about all 

this and told no one at that time anything they had seen. 

 
37 The next day Jesus and the three disciples went down from the hill, and a large crowd 

met Jesus. 38 A man shouted from the crowd, “Teacher! I beg you, look at my son—my 

only son! 39 A spirit attacks him with a sudden shout and throws him into a fit, so that he 

foams at the mouth; it keeps on hurting him and will hardly let him go! 40 I begged your 

disciples to drive it out, but they couldn't.” 

 
41 Jesus answered, “How unbelieving and wrong you people are! How long must I stay 

with you? How long do I have to put up with you?” Then he said to the man, “Bring 

your son here.” 
 
42 As the boy was coming, the demon knocked him to the ground and threw him into a 

fit. Jesus gave a command to the evil spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his fa-

ther. 43 All the people were amazed at the mighty power of God. 

 

The people were still marveling at everything Jesus was doing, when he said to his       

disciples, 44 “Don't forget what I am about to tell you! The Son of Man is going to be 

handed over to the power of human beings.” 45 But the disciples did not know what this 

meant. It had been hidden from them so that they could not understand it, and they were 

afraid to ask him about the matter. 

 

SERMON           Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell 

COMMENTARY by Mark G. Vitalis Hoffman of workingpreacher.org 

 

https://www.workingpreacher.org/authors/mark-g-vitalis-hoffman


GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 
We serve the Lord with freedom and we worship God with joy.   In freedom and joy, 

let us present the offerings of our lives to the Lord. You may choose to give by mailing 
your offerings to the church, or giving online.  Your gifts maintain our ministries, and 

make help to others possible.  If you know of someone  in need—physical, financial, 

emotional or spiritual…especially if it is yourself, please speak with our pastor or the 
elder for Congregational Care, Mary Henry.  

 

  Offertory             “Take Us To The Mountain”                    #193   Annabel Stavey 
Jesus, take us to the mountain, where, with Peter, James,  

and John, we are dazzled by your glory, light as blinding as the sun. There prepare us 
for the night by the vision of that sight. 

What do you want us to see there, that your close companions saw? 

Your divinity revealed there fills us with the selfsame awe.  
Clothed in flesh like ours you go, matched to meet our deadliest foe. 

 

What do you want us to hear there, that your dear disciples heard? 
Once again the voice from heaven says of the Incarnate Word, "Listen, listen, everyone: 

this is my beloved Son.” 
 

Take us to that other mountain where we see you glorified, 

where you shouted "It is finished!" where for all the world you died. Hear the stunned cen-
turion: "Truly this was God's own Son!"  

 

We who have beheld your glory, risen and ascended Lord, cannot help but tell the story, 
all that we have seen and heard; Say with Peter, James, and John: 

"You are God's beloved Son!" 
 

Doxology                       “Doxology for Epiphany”            tune: OLD HUNDREDTH                          

Praise God the source of life and breath; 

Praise Christ, now born to conquer death; 

Praise Holy Spirit’s mystery: One God, pure grace, who sets us free. Amen.  

 

Prayer         

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Please follow along in this responsive prayer, saying aloud the words in bold. 

Praying for ourselves and for the world, let us say, “To you, O Lord, we pray,” and 

answer in one voice, “Answer us with mercy.” 

 

Almighty, all merciful, all loving God, lover of justice and giver of peace, hear our prayer.  
For your people Israel, for the church of Jesus Christ, and for all who seek your face.  We 

pray for those who claim Abraham as a father, for the Jews and Muslims, and also for 
those whose faith is much different than ours—may all be drawn to seek your face, love 

your mercy, and offer hope and help to a world so hurt. To you, O Lord, we pray, Answer 

us with mercy. 

 

For leaders and elder, that they will abide by your commandments.  For elected officials 

and judges, that they will love truth and mercy.  For keepers of the peace, teachers, and 

caregivers of all kinds. To you, O Lord, we pray, Answer us with mercy. 

 
For the earth that you have made, trembling for redemption and re-creation.  For the ani-

mals of the earth, plants of the field, and birds of the air, who are the bounty you have 

made, we ask your protection and provision. To you, O Lord, we pray, Answer us with 

mercy. 

 

For those who are tormented by illness, addiction, and grief; for those who are cold or 

hungry or purposeless; for those who are lonely and in need of friendship: to you, O Lord, 

we pray, Answer us with mercy. 

 

Let our lives and our world be transfigured by your glory, and transformed by your love; 

and help us to work for the vision of  your kingdom as Christ taught us, saying  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil, for thine is the kingdom, And the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

MOMENT FOR MISSION                                                     Bridge Builders Reading Group 

 

 

 



HYMN OF SENDING       “Open The Eyes Of My Heart” with ASL    #452              video 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord. Open the eyes of my heart; 

I want to see you; I want to see you; Open the eyes of my heart, Lord. 
Open the eyes of my heart; I want to see you; I want to see you; 

To see you high and lifted up,  Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy,      I 

want to see you. Shining in the light of your glory. Pour out your power and love as we sing 
“Holy, holy, holy.” 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE        
Please “pass the peace” in a phone call, letter, or text, saying to someone else,   

 “May the Peace of Christ be with you.”  “And also with you.” 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION       

 “The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be  

gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” 

 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                              


