
GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME     

PRELUDE                                       

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND WELCOME                 

1. Caregiver Meeting 

2. Lent In-A-Box 
3. Lent In Plain Sight 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                     
Jesus calls us into community, restoring us to relationship. 
However isolated we may feel, however complicated things might seem, 
everyone matters to God. 

There is no one above Jesus’ attention, and no one beneath Jesus’ compassion. 
Come to encounter the One whose presence brings abundant life for all. 

Let us worship together. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  “Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life,” vs. 1, 3, 5, & 6           

#343 

               (Virtual Choir) 

Where cross the crowded ways of life, where sound the cries of race  

and clan, above the noise of selfish strife, we hear your voice, O Son of Man. 

From tender childhood's helplessness, from human grief and burdened toil, 

from famished souls, from sorrow's stress, your heart has never known recoil. 

O Master, from the mountainside, make haste to heal these hearts  

of pain; among these restless throngs abide; O tread the city's streets again; 

Till all the world shall learn your love, and follow where your feet have trod; 

till glorious from your heaven above shall come the city of our God. 

CALL TO CONFESSION                   

From the least to the greatest, God's word seeks us out. 
Recognizing the power of God's grace, 

we turn in awe to see God reaching out, even now. 

As Jesus was moved with compassion for the grieving, 

we pray to be moved to confess. 

As Jesus was amazed by the trust of a powerful man, 

we pray to be moved to faith. Let us confess who we are, and who we hope to be, saying 

"Merciful Lord," "Heal us of our hurts."  
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION                            

Living God, you come among us to help your people, bringing life out of death and hope 

out of despair. You work beyond our understanding of “deserving” and “not.” We con-
fess that we often have clear ideas about who should get help, and why. We admit that 

our imaginations are bound by the systems we continue to buy into, even after you show 

us a more excellent way. Merciful Lord, Heal us of our hurts.  

 

Our belief in our own independence is so ingrained, your truth is hard to live by — the 
truth of powerful community, compassion with no strings attached, of our place within a 

greater whole. Forgive us when we think our choices, words, and actions affect only our-

selves, ignoring their impact beyond our intent. Merciful Lord, Heal us of our hurts. 

 

Forgive us when we prefer our rules to your relentless love. Forgive us when we continue 
old ways that block us from liberation.  Forgive us when our vision for your  

kingdom is too small, and our egos are outsized.  Merciful Lord, Heal us of our hurts. 

 

Lead us on toward your vision of good news that changes the world, even one life, one 

community, at a time. Hear our prayers for help. 
 

HYMN OF FORGIVENESS   “Give Thanks”                                     #647    Annabel Stavey 
Give thanks with a grateful heart; give thanks to the Holy One; 

give thanks because we’re given Jesus Christ, the Son. 

Give thanks with a grateful heart; give thanks to the Holy One; 
give thanks because we’re given Jesus Christ, the Son. 

And now let the weak say, “We are strong”;  

let the poor say, “We are rich because of what the Lord has done for us!” 
And now let the weak say, “We are strong”; 

let the poor say, “We are rich because of what the Lord has done for us!” 
Give thanks. Give thanks. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON              

Wider than Christ's hands stretched out on the cross, as far as the east is from the west, 

that is how far our sins are removed from us, that is how much we are loved. Hear the 

good news and be freed. In Jesus Christ you are forgiven, Thanks be to God. 
 

SHARING AND HEARING GOD’S WORD  

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES                     Ja’Vonte Epting     

LESSON                                             Luke 7:1-17  

After Jesus had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. 
2 A centurion there had a slave whom he valued highly, and who was ill and close to death. 
3 When he heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him, asking him to come and 
heal his slave. 4 When they came to Jesus, they appealed to him earnestly, saying, “He is 

worthy of having you do this for him, 5 for he loves our people, and it is he who built our 

synagogue for us.”  
 
6 And Jesus went with them, but when he was not far from the house, the centurion sent 

friends to say to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you 
come under my roof; 7 therefore I did not presume to come to you. But only speak the 

word, and let my servant be healed. 8 For I also am a man set under authority, with soldiers 
under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and 

to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and the slave does it.”  

 
9 When Jesus heard this he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd that followed 

him, he said, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.” 10 When those who 

had been sent returned to the house, they found the slave in good health. 
 
11 Soon afterwards[b] he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd 
went with him. 12 As he approached the gate of the town, a man who had died was being 

carried out. He was his mother’s only son, and she was a widow; and with her was a large 

crowd from the town. 

 

13 When the Lord saw her, he had compassion for her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 14 

Then he came forward and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, 
“Young man, I say to you, rise!” 15 The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus[c] 

gave him to his mother. 16 Fear seized all of them; and they glorified God, saying, “A great 
prophet has risen among us!” and “God has looked favorably on his people!” 17 This word 

about him spread throughout Judea and all the surrounding country. 

 

SERMON           Rev. Marie Mainard O’Connell 

COMMENTARY by Karl Jacobson on workingpreacher.org 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Please follow along in this responsive prayer, saying aloud the words in bold. 

Let us bring our prayers to God with the confidence of the centurion, and the need of the 

widow of Nain, reply to “Only say the word, Lord,” with  “and all shall be well.” 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%207%3A1-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25199b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%207%3A1-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25203c


Prayer         

HYMN OF SENDING       “Take My Life”                                 #697           Annabel Stavey  

Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee; take my moments and my days;  

let them flow in ceaseless praise; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love; take my feet and let 

them be swift and beautiful for thee, swift and beautiful for thee. 

Take my voice and let me sing always, only, for my King; take my lips and let them be 

filled with messages from thee, filled with messages from thee. 

Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold; take my intellect and use 

every power as thou shalt choose, every power as thou shalt choose. 

Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine. Take my heart, it is thine 

own; it shall be thy royal throne, it shall be thy royal throne. 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store; take myself and I will be 

ever, only, all for thee, ever, only, all for thee. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE        

Please “pass the peace” in a phone call, letter, or text, saying to someone else,   

 “May the Peace of Christ be with you.”  “And also with you.” 

 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION       

 “The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD’s face shine upon you, and be  

gracious to you; The LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.” 

 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                              

Merciful Lord, hear our prayers for ourselves, our neighbors and our world.  For your 
church in every place, make us servants of Christ and witnesses to the gospel.  Make our 

hands and feet those belong to Christ, and be used for your will.  Only say the word, Lord, 

and all shall be well.  

 
For leaders and people in every land, that they may know you way and do your will.  That 

leaders elected or appointed would be motivated by kindness and mercy, seeking the great-

est good for others instead of personal gain. Only say the word, Lord, and all shall be 

well.  

 

For the earth that you have made, that it may flourish in beauty and show your glory.  
That we who abuse it would instead tend it as a garden, as a gift for generations yet to 

come. Only say the word, Lord, and all shall be well.  

 

For those who are ill or close to death, draw them near to your life-giving power.  That 

those who hunger or thirst, those who are cold or imprisoned, those who are lonely or op-

pressed will be seen, heard, and helped in your name.  Only say the word, Lord, and all 

shall be well.  

 

Receive all these prayers, including the silent ones of our hearts, and unite us as we pray as 

Jesus taught us, saying: Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be Thy name.  Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; And lead us not into tempta-

tion, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, And the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

 

GIVING OF OUR OFFERINGS AND TITHES 
And now we come to a time when we may choose to give back to God some of the gifts 

we have already received.  Your support enables us to do ministry, and to think of new 
ways of doing mission and telling the good news. You can give online by going to our 

website or you can mail an offering to the church.  If someone you know is in need—for 

help or hope in any form, including that of bills or groceries— please speak with our elder 
for Congregational Care, Mary Henry. We will find a way to assist.  

 

  Offertory             “Amazing Grace”                               PHPC Virtual Handbell Choir 
Doxology      “Epiphany Doxology”                Tune: Old Hundreth 

Praise God the source of life and breath; Praise Christ, 
now born to conquer death; Praise Holy Spirit’s mystery:  

One God, pure grace, who sets us free. Amen.  



 


